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Chapter 1

e )y name is Robinson Crusoe! and I was born in the
Jity of York?. When I was quite a boy it was my great
e wish to go to sea? as I could not be happy living quietly
at home*. P .
When I was eighteeen years old, one day I went to
“fulls, and there I met a boy whom I knew. His father
was captain of a ship which was to go® by sea’ to London?®
tirat very day®. This boy, who was to sail in her', said
tn me, “Will you not come with us, Rob!?”
As he did all he could to make me say I would go'?,
serv soon the thought of home flew out of my head!®, and
{ went on board* with him. Sy
When we got out to sea the wind rose and a very bad
<toem came upon!® us. Things got worse and worse'® till
i.st one of the crew cried out that we got a leak!” and
ot the ship would soon be full of water. Just when
we thought our end had come!® and we must all sink into
‘e sea, a ship that was not far from us sent a small
soat out to help us.
But so great was the storm that' it could not get near
. even though? the brave men did all in their power?
. pull through the wind and waves?.
Then our men threw them out a rope with a buoy to
'+ which they caught hold of?. We drew them close to
~ur ship, and thus we all got into the boat. We were
. just in time*, for very soon after we saw our ship
Sinie. 4
& it took us some hours to reach the shore®, but at last
 we did so. When we were safe on land my friend told
s father who I was and how I came to go to sea with
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them. At this the captain said to me? in a very grave
voice, “Young man, you ought never to go to sea any

‘more*. You should take this as a sign® that you ought

to live at home.”

But I did not pay much attention to his words, and
when I left him I went at once to find a ship in which
to sail again. I soon made friends with® the captain of

Jone, who said I might go with him. I did so, and as all

went well?®0 I had_a very nice time.

But this was not the case on my third trip,® for we
were met by a pirate ship manned. by Moors® which gave
chase to us®. We made off as fast as we could®, but she
caught us and at last we had to fight. We all fought hard
for our lives, but the pirates were too many for us®, so
they beat us.

They broke up® our ship and took those of us they
did not kill as their_slaves®. I was taken into port and
was kept by the plrate chief and made to work for him.
The rest of the men from our ship were sent to other
places.

Chapter 2

While I was a slave all I could think of was how to
set myself freel. At last I found a way to do so.

One day my master told me to take a gun and go out
in a boat, with two other slaves, a man and a boy, and
catch some fish for him. When all was ready I went off
with these two, and as soon as we had got a good way

‘out? I caught hold of the man slave and threw him in the

water.. I knew he swam well and could get back to the

shore if he chose?, so I held up my gun and said to him,

“Make the best of your way to land!, and I will do you
no harm?®, but if you come near the boat, I'll shoot you
through the head.”
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This made him turn round® at once and swim for the
shore, which I have no doubt he came to with ease’, for
he could swim like a fish.

When he was gone I said to the boy, whose name was
Xurys, “Xury, if you will swear to be true to me I will
take you, with me, but if you will not do so, I must throw
you into the sea too.”

He looked at me with a smlle and swore never to be
false to me. So we went our way over the sea, while I
made the boat go as fast as I could, for I feared my master
would send a ship to catch us. But if he did so, we never
sawg it®.

After a time Xury cried out, “Look, look! a ship with
a sail!” I sprang up and saw a large ship. We hung out
a flag, and made signs'’, and fired a gun; all of which
those on board saw, to our great joy'ia:

They stood still and were so kind as to!? wait for us
to get up to them, and then to take us on board.

I told the captain I was English and had run away
from the Moors, who.had made me a slave. I then said
I would give him all I had as he had saved our lives. But
he would not take a thing, and even paid me for the boat,
which he said he would like to keep as it was a good one.
He also said he would buy Xury from me, but I did not
wish to part with the boy®® as he had been so true to me.
But the captain told me he would be very kind to him
and make him a free man in ten years, so when Xury said
he would like to serve the captain I let him go. This

. ship took me safe to land once more. But in spite of all

I had gone through I did not rest long on shorel4.

* And then it was that I saw how true were the captain’s
words, when he told me it was best for me to stay at
home, for'® the next time I went to sea we had not been
gone many days when a very bad storm came on!®. We
gave the ship up for lost!” and all we could do was to put
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out the boat!® and hope for the best?®. This we did, but
soon we saw that the wild sea must dash our small boat
to pieces® on the rocks. Then a huge wave came upon us,
turned over? the boat, and threw us all into the water.
I cannot tell you how I felt when I sank into the water.
I canmot tell yotr how I felt when I sank into the sea,
but as I swam very well I made a last try for my life*.
Each wave as it came was as high as a great hill, but each
ofle took me a little nearer the shore till at last I was
thrown, more dead than alive®, on to a piece of rock: 1
: caught fast hold of this and when I was able to breathe
B again I ran with all the strength I had left* up the cliffs
4 to the shore. And there I sat down upon the grass, safe
| from? the fury of the waves. :

=== (Chapter 3

As soon as I knew I was safe, I thought of the poor
men who were with me in the boat, who had no doubt
found their graves in‘the deep sea. But though it had not
been my fate to die with them, yet I was in a very bad
way!, for I was wet to the skin? with no dry clothes to
put on, and I had no food or water to drink. As well as
this?, there might be wild beasts upon the land where I
was that would kill and eat me*.

As these fears came to me they all but drove me mad?,
so that I ran up and dS'Wn the shore, and cried out loud.
When it grew dark I was so very tired that I sat down

“and tried to think how I could spend the night.

At last I caught sight of® a large fir-tree and made
up my mind that I would stay in it till daylight, when
I could see where I was. I did so, and fell into a deep
sleep’. When I woke it was day. All the wind had gone

so that the sea was quite calm. I saw that our ship lay
L <% not far off®, for the tide had brought her some way in®.
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As scon és I saw this I thought I would go to her and try
to get some clothes and food.

So I took off my coat and shoes and swam out to where
she lay. I got on board by means of!® a piece of rope
swhich -hung over the side. The first thing I did-was to
go to the bread-room, where 1 was very glad to find the
food all quite dry. I had a good meal, which put new
life in me!!. While I ate I had a look round!? to see what
I had best take back to shore first.

- What I needed most! was a boat in which I could take
the things to land, but there were none, so I set to work™
to make a raft tofthe boards of the ship®.

All this was hard work, but at last I did it. I took
a lot of bread and rice, some cheese, meat, corn, some
clothes, and a large box of tools. As well as these I found
some guns, pa'\',vder, and shot, also f%06 swords, all of which
I put on my raft, as I thought they would be of great use.

My next task was to get to shore with my goods, which
I found by no means ‘easy’. Once I and my things were
almost thrown into the sea by a big wave, but with much
care I was at last able to guide my raft to land. I did
this with an old oar I had found on the ship.

As yet!” I did not know where I was, or if there were
any other men near me. There was a hill not far from
the shore which rose up very steep and high, so I went
to the top of this to see what part of the world I was in.
Then I saw I was on an island, with the sea all round
me, and that there were no other men on it. The next
day I went back on board the ship and got a lot more
things. This time I brought a bed to lie on and a sail
with which to make a tent!®. Then I made a wall round
it so that if any wild man or beast should come they would
find it hard to get in. It was dusk when I had done all
this, so I spread my bed on the ground in my tent, put
my gun by my side, and lay me down to sleep.
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; Each day I went to the ship and brought a raft full
of things, till I had quite a lot. Once as I came back with
- some pieces of wood and iron, my raft turned over, and
I and my Joad were thrown into the sea. But I swam to
shore, while the tide brought most of the wood and iron
in with it, so that when it was low water!® I was able to
take them to dry’land.

After I had been on the island ten days, there was a
storm. When I went to look out to sea the next day, there
was no ship to be seen. She had been torn to pieces by
‘the waves and rocks. and had sunk into the water. I was
very glad to feel that I had got all I could out of her while
I was able.

Chapter 4

~ The next thing T7Gid ‘was to build me a house, on the
"best place I could, to serve me for a home.!

First I put up my tent, then I drove two rows of
strong stakes”into the ground all round. When I had done
this, it was so strong a fence that no man or beast could
get through it. When I had put all my goods in this
place, I felt I could sleep in peace2.

Then I thought I would dig a cave in the rock, and in
a few days I had made a large room in the wall of the
rock by my tent. I have not told you that there were a
dog and two cats on board the ship. I had brought these
to land with me on my raft, and very glad I was to have
them?, for the dog would fetch me food many a timet.

- In time® I made a roof of wood over my tent. I also
dug more out of the rock till I had a very large cave, in
*which I could keep a lot of things. I then set to work
‘on a chair and table at which I could sit and eat or write
with more ease. As well as all this, each day I went out
_in search off food. I took my gun and my dog, and shot
a wild goat, or any beast I could see. Once I shot at a
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young goat and broke its leg, but did not kill it. I caught

,the poor thing and led it home on a string?. Then I bound
up its leg and took care of® it. In time the leg grew quite
well and strong while the goat grew tame.

In my walks round?, I found the nests of some birds
in”the holes of the rocks. I caught some of the yourg
birds, which were very good to eat.

: It was very hot in that part of the world, so I had to
lie down in the afternoon and go on with my work!? early
in the morning or late at night.

As I had no light, I had to go to bed as soon as it was

« dark, which I did not like at all'. So my next care was

to find a way to make a lamp. First I made a small dish
of clay, which I baked in the sun. Then I saved the fat
of the dead goat and put it in the dish. In this I put
a_piece of rope which served as g wick'?. This gave me
light, though not a very bright one.

I had brought from the ship a small bag which had in

-it a few seeds of corn and some dust. As I could not
use the seeds, I threw them on the ground by my tent.

g Some four weeks after, I saw what at first was to me
a very strange thing'®. There were a few stalks of green
just out of the ground. These later grew into barley. Then
I understood that these stalks came from the few seeds
I had thrown on the ground. I.sowed the seeeds to make
bread with them..

Chapter 5

One day as I was working by my tent I had a great
scare. Suddenly some of the earth fell down from the
roof of my cave and the posts gave a loud crack!. I ran
quickly away from my tent and got over my wall.

As soon as I set foot on firm ground?, I saw that it
was an earth-quake. I sank on my knees almost dead
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with fear®, and did not know what to do to save myself.
Then the wind rose and a great storm came on. The sea
grew very rough and the trees were torn up by their
roots?., This went on for three hours. Then it was calm
and It began to rain.
.I got so wet that I had to return to my cave, though
I was still afraid it would fall in upon me. But as all
was quiet, at last I grew  more at ease’.
‘ Then I thought that if there were earth-quakes, it
was not wise for me to live just by a hill, so I thought
that I ought to move my tent to a flat place.
But the thought came to me that if I did this I should
" not be near the sea, and sc could not look out for'a “ship
. to take me back to my home and friends. This made me
-stay where I was and risk earth-quakes. The next day,
when ‘the tide was lews; I saw some things on the shore.
I went to see ‘what they were, and found that the force
of the storm had cast the wreck of the ship right up on
the sands) The waves had breught in pieces of her with
the tide.
+When the tide was out$, I could now walk right up to
the wrecked ship. So I set to work, with my saw and an
iron bar, to break up the rest of the ship and bring it-to
land piece by piece’. In such a way I got some wood and
iron which was of great use to me.
Then came some of my worst days upon the 1§1and for
I fell ill. I felt very cold and strange®, with great pain in
my head; I had to go to bed and was much afraid for I
was ill and had no one to help me. I was ill for some
days, but was just able to cook some food and eat it. One
‘- day I drank a glass of rum from a bottleI had brought
from the ship, and went to bed. I fell 1nto a deep sleep
and did not wake till late the next day. I then felt that
I was able to get up and go on with my work. I was weak
for some days, but at last I was quite well.
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I then thought I would take some long walks over
the island to see the whole of it. So one day I set off?
\.Nith my dog and my gun. The first things I found were
« many kinds of fruits, such as melons and grapes. I was

glad to find these, for they were ripe and rich?. I cut a
lot of grapes and hung them to dry in the sun. So I made
raisins to eat when the fresh fruit was not to be had!.

The part of the island where the fruit grew was very
fresh and green and rich. So my next work was to build
me a kind of bower in which I could sleep when I felt I
would like to spend a few days there.

I did this and made a fence round it like I had made
round my tent!?, and there I lay quite safe all night.

I took so much care to guard my place of rest though
there did not seem any need to do so. As yet I had seen
no wild beasts but the goat, and neia sign of a savage,
But these things were to come’®.

, Chapter 6

I had now been on the island a year. In that part
.of the world there was no winter and summer as we have
in England, but there was the dry time and the wet time.
It rained for two months, then was fine for four, and then
was wet again for two months and once more fine for four.
As I now knew when the rain would come, I took
care to get in my food! when it was fine, and while it
was wet I made things in my cave.
" One day I went right across to the sea shore on the
west side of the island, from which place I could see land
“not very far off. I could not tell what place it might be,
but I thought it must be where the savages lived, so I felt
very glad that I was not cast upon that shore.
One day I caught a young parrot and took it home
with me. In time I taught it to speak, and it learnt to
call me by my name in a very clear way?.
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One day my dog ran at a young kid® and hurt it, so
I took it from him and led it home with us. It grew to
be so tame and fond of me that I kept it.

When my corn was ripe, at first I did not know how

‘to reap it as I had nothing to cut it down with. It was

then that the swords I had brought from the ship came
in to serve me,* for I used one of these to reap my corn.

As my next care was to get some more land in which
to sow fresh seeds, I made a spade as best I could’ out of
some very hard wood with this I was just able to turn up
the earth®.

When all this was done, the rain fell and I had to work
in my cave once more. There I made some jugs out of clay.
It would have made you pity me and laugh too, if you could

"have seen the ugly things I made”. But at last, after much

. care and pain, I had two large clay jars which I dried hard
" in the sun. In these I kept my food. As well as these I made

-

some small round pots and dishes.

As I did all these things I made the time less dull by
long talks with my Poll®.

Chapter 7

Just at that time, a thought came into my mind that! if
I could make a boat fit to sail on the sea? I might find means
to get back to my friends. So I cut down a big tree, and
set to work till I made quite a fine large boat of it. As I
could not take the heavy boat to the sea, I had to give it
up, and found to my great grief that all my hard work had

‘been but so much waste of time and strength3.

I then had to turn my mind to* my clothes, which by
this time had quite worn out’. So I had to think of a way
in which to make me a new suitf. I had kept and dried the
skins of the beasts I shot, and these now I sewed to clothe
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me:. The first thing I made of them was a great fur cap.
~I'did this so well that I set to work and made a whole suit.
- 1 cut the clothes loose so that I should not be hot?; and
when I went out in the rain in them, I found that the wet
ran off the fur?, so I was kept dry. There was one thing
I was in great want of?, and that was an umbrella to keep
off the sun!®. It was by no means an easy task to make this,
but I had set my mind to!! do it, so at last I had an
umbrella that I could put up and let down too'?. The cover

- of it was made of the skins, so the hair kept off the rain and
'g the sun. When there was no rain or sun I could shut it up
k" and use it as a stick!3,

Though the first boat I had made was of no use, I could
not get the wish out of my head to make one that would
take me to sea!®t. As we all can do most things if we have
the will, I at last made a small beat.that I got into the
water. It took two. years, but when I saw it could be done %"

I did not mind how hard-and long the work was'®. It had to 5%

be quite a small boat this time, but I had to dig a dock to
bring up the sea'® as I could not drag the boat to the shore
without help. I did all this with a will, as I knew that I
! *should have a boat to go off to sea.
_ My next wish was to go round the island in it. So I put
? up a mast and sail and made a small box to put some food
[ and drink in, and a place to lay my gun. Also, I made my
umbrella stand up at the back of the place where I sat, so
,* that it kept the sun off my head. Thus, one day, I set out
to sea. When I had gone some way, all at once I felt my
boat move at a great speed'”. I could not stop it though I
‘tried hard to do so. What was my fear to find that I was
» _ caught in a streng current which sent me far out to sea'®!
1 : I felt I should not reach land any more, and my heart™
: sank at the thought.’ For six long hours I was borne over
the waves?. Then at length* a breeze blew up, and I set
my sail.2 To my deep joy, the boat went before the wind*,
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and in a few more hours I had brought my boat safe to the

shore.

Chapter 8

The next day, when I had seen that my boat was in a
safe place, I went my way back on foot to my house. As
I was some way off,! I thought I would spend the next night
at the forest, which I should pass as I went to my tent-
house.

It was dusk when I got there, and as I was very tired
I lay down in the shade to rest, and soon fell asleep. Now,
judge, if you can, what I must have felt like when I heard
a voice call me by my name?, thus: “Rob, Rob Crusoe! Pcor
Rob! Where have you been, Rob? Where have you been?”

So deep in sleep was I that® at first I thought it must

~ be a dream. But wherr I ' heard my name spoken in a clear
. voice quite near me, I gave a great start* and sprang up in

fright5.

As soon as I did so, my eyes fell on my Poll, who sat
on one of the trees by me, and I at once knew that it was
he who spoke to me.

He said the words just as I had taught him to; and when
I knew it was he, it made me smile to think what a shock
I had had".

I held out my hand to him, when he came and sat on
my thumb and did all he could to show me-how glad he
was to see me once more., In this way, he went home with
me to the tent. ~ & e T

My next plan was to get some goats-that I might tame
them and have some of my own®. But as they were all so

.wild I knew not how? to catch any. At last I set a trap'® for
them and caught three.

It took a good while to tame them, but I gave them
sweet corn to eat and was very kind to them, till at last
they grew to know me. Then I chose a nice piece of ground
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for them to live on, and built a strong fence all round it,
Thus I got my tame herd. I learnt to milk these goats'! and

\“in time 1o make butter and cheese, which were a great treat

to me!?. _

It would have made you smile to see me and my pets
at our meals®. First there was the king of the whole island,
who was myself, then came my Poll, my dog, and my two
cats, one on each side of me. Each of these had a bit now
and then from my hand!, and Poll would talk to us all the
time.1S.

When some weeks had gone by, I thought I would go
for a tramp once more. I wore my hat and suit of goats
skins, with some odd things on my feet, which were the
best I could do for shoes'. From my waist I had hung a saw

while at my back I had a basket. I had my gun in one hand

and my umbrella in the other. My beard was long and my
face burnt brown by the sun, so you can tell I was a strange
sight to seel’.

And now I have come to a new part of my tale.

One day as I was by the sea shore I saw the print of a
man’s foot on the sand. When I caught sight of it, I stood
still as if I had seen a ghost!®, Then I had a good look all
round, and up and down the shore!, but I could not see
the sign of a man, nor anything else but this one print of
a foot?0. I knew not what to think, but I was so full of fear
at the sight that?* I ran back home as fast as I could, and
was not at rest till22 I had got over my wall and was safe
in my tent. I had no sleep that night, for I could not think
what man had been on the shore, and how he had got there.
Then I thought it must be some savage who had come on

land, and the thought gave me such a shock that I would

not go out of my house for three days.

At last it struck me? that it might be the print of my
own foot when I had been in that part of the shore, and I

had no need to be so afraid. So I went out once more, buﬁ Bl
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