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A CHRONOLOGY OF FORSTER’S LIFE AND WORK

Edward Morgan Forster born at 6, Melcombe Place, Dorset Square,
London NW1 on 1 January, the only child of Edward Morgan
Llewellyn Forster, an architect, and Alice Clara ‘Lily’, née Whichelo.
Father dies of tuberculosis on 30 October.

Two years of temporary lodgings and house-hunting come to an end
when he moves with his mother to ‘Rooksnest’, the original for the

“eponymous Howards End, just outside Stevenage, Hertfordshire.

Beginning of his formal education under a local schoolmaster.
Bequeathed the large sum of £8,000 in trust by Marianne Thornton,
his paternal great-aunt, who dies on 5 November.

Enters Kent House, a preparatory school in Eastbourne, Sussex,
where he will stay until 1893. Maurice Hall’s prep school in Maurice
is also situated in a south coast ‘watering-place’ near the downs.
Mother moves from ‘Rooksnest’ to Tonbridge in Kent when her
lease on the cottage is not renewed. Forster attends Tonbridge
School as a day-boy, where he is bullied and generally unhappy,
until 1897. Herbert Pembroke vilifies the day-boys of Sawston
School (based on Tonbridge) in The Longest Journey and one boy is
mercilessly bullied.

Enters King’s College, Cambridge, where he will remain until 19or
and where he first reads classics and then history.

He and his mother move from Tonbridge to 1o, Earl’s Road,
Tunbridge Wells, also in Kent. Back at King’s, he begins to form a
friendship with Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson, one of the most
important relationships of his life.

Takes Second in the Classical Tripos, Part 1. He remains at King’s
for a further year studying history.

Elected in February to the ‘Apostles’, an exclusive University society
which primarily concerned itself with philosophical and moral
questions. His friendships with Leonard Woolf, Lytton Strachey,
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CHRONOLOGY

posthumously in The Life to Come and Other Stories (1972).
Vacations in Italy with Masood. Begins work on what was
eventually published as ‘Arctic Summer: Fragment of an Unfinished
Novel’ in 1963 and more fully as Arctic Summer and Other Fiction
(1980). In October, gives last extension lectures until 1922.
Departs in October, with Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson, for his
first visit to India. Travels widely and will remain there until April
1913. Becomes friendly with the Maharaja of Dewas State Senior.
These experiences later find their way into A Passage to India
(1924) and The Hill of Devi (1953).

Growing sense of creative drought only intensifies on his return
from India, even though he makes good progress with A Passage to
India in the immediate aftermath of his trip to the subcontinent. In
September he meets the openly homosexual and intensely
progressive Edward Carpenter for the first time and this inspires
him to begin work on Maurice. By the end of the year, A Passage to
India has been set aside.

Maurice substantially completed by July but not published until
1971. Renewed and deepening anxiety about the failure of his
creative energies and his role in life. The outbreak of the First World
War in August only exacerbates these feelings. Works in National
Gallery (London) until 1915 as a cataloguer.

Begins working for the Red Cross’s Wounded and Missing Bureau
in Alexandria, Egypt, in November. He continues in this position
until 1918.

Appointed the Red Cross’s Head Searcher in Egypt.

Leaves Alexandria in January. Begins reviewing for the Daily News,
Daily Herald, Athenaeum, and other papers and journals in March.
Appointed literary editor of the Daily Herald at the beginning of the
year but soon gives it up.

Returns to India in March to take up the position of private
secretary to the Maharaja of Dewas, remaining there until January
1922. Sees a good deal of Masood during this sojourn in India.
Recommences writing A Passage to India. Completes ‘The Life to
Come’, but does not attempt to publish this explicitly homosexual
story. Alexandria: A History and a Guide published in Alexandria
in December.

Pharos and Pharillon: A Novelist’s Sketchbook of Alexandria
through the Ages published on 15 May in London and 30 July in
New York.
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CHRONOLOGY

Elected to an Honorary Fellowship of King’s College, Cambridge, in
January and takes rooms there for the remainder of his life in
November, while retaining his flat in Chiswick.

Leaves for a tour of the USA on 14 April and remains there until
July. The Collected Tales of E. M. Forster published on 10 July in
New York and the following year in London.

Returns to USA in May to lecture accompanied by Bob
Buckingham. Is offered a knighthood but declines.

Two Cheers for Democracy published on 1 November. Premiére of
Billy Budd, the opera by Benjamin Britten for which he writes the
libretto with Eric Crozier, on 1 December.

Made a Companion of Honour. The Hill of Devi and Other Indian
Writings published in October.

Seventy-five on 1 January. Still reviewing widely and frequently.
Marianne Thornton, 1797-1887: A Domestic Biography published
in May.

Ninety on 1 January. Awarded the Order of Merit.

Dies in Coventry on 7 June at the home of Bob and May
Buckingham. As a humanist, his ashes are scattered on a nearby
rose garden.

Maurice published on 7 October. Albergo Empedocle and Other
Writings appears in the same month.

The Life to Come and Other Stories published.

Arctic Summer and Other Fiction published.

The Prince’s Tale and Other Uncollected Writings published.
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CHRONOLOGY

His last novel, A Passage to India, published on 4 June to
unanimous critical acclaim. Friendships with T. E. Lawrence
(‘Lawrence of Arabia’), Thomas Hardy, and J. R. Ackerley
developing.

Moves with his mother to West Hackhurst, Abinger Hammer, near
Dorking, Surrey, in January. Also rents a flat in London. Begins his
Commonplace Book (published in 1985) in October.

Begins his affair with a London policeman, Harry Daley.

Delivers Clark Lectures at Cambridge University from January to
March, published on 20 October as Aspects of the Novel.

Second collection of short stories, The Eternal Moment, published
on 27 March in London and 19 April in New York.

He is fifty on 1 January. At end of June leaves for three-month tour
of southern Africa.

26, Brunswick Square becomes his London base until 1939. Begins
his lifelong relationship with Bob Buckingham, another London
policeman.

Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson dies on 3 August. Bob Buckingham
gets married to May Hockey on 31 August with Forster as witness.
Is now broadcasting regularly on BBC radio as well as continuing to
review frequently for journals such as the Listener.

Becomes first President of the National Council for Civil Liberties,
forerunner of the modern day Liberty organisation, in March. His
homage to his friend, Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson, published on
19 April in London and 7 June in New York.

T. E. Lawrence killed in a motorcycle accident in May. Addresses
International Writers” Congress in Paris in June.

First volume of essays, Abinger Harvest, published on 19 March in
London and 30 April in New York.

Publication of the first critical book on his work, Rose Macaulay’s
The Writings of E. M. Forster.

Moves from Brunswick Square to 9, Arlington Park Mansions in
Chiswick, London.

Broadcasts anti-Nazi talks on BBC. Continues to broadcast
regularly for the BBC and to write for a range of publications
throughout the Second World War.

Mother dies on 11 March aged ninety. Broadcasting career
continues. Visits India for the third and final time during last three
months of this year.
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CHRONOLOGY

J. M. Keynes, and others are forged through it. His first paper is
entitled ‘Are Crocodiles the Best of Animals?’. He takes a second in
the Historical Tripos, Part 11. In October he embarks on a year-long
tour of Italy with his mother. Many incidents and people from this
trip find their way into Where Angels Fear to Tread, A Room with a
View, and his short fiction such as ‘The Story of a Panic’ and ‘The
Eternal Moment’.

Soon after returning to England he begins giving a weekly Latin
class at the Working Men’s College, Great Ormond Street,
Bloomsbury, London.

Visits Italy, Greece, and Turkey in the spring and early summer.
Gives his first series of Cambridge University extension
(extramural) lectures in the autumn and works intermittently on
what would become A Room with a View. His first published story,
‘Albergo Empedocle’, appears in December.

Works on, and by the end of the year almost finishes, Where Angels
Fear to Tread. Moves with his mother to a suburban villa called
Harham on Monument Green, Weybridge, Surrey. This will remain
their home until 1924.

Spends six months (March to August) in Pomerania, Germany,
working as a private tutor. First novel, Where Angels Fear to Tread,
is published on 5 October to much praise.

The Longest Journey published on 16 April. Good press reviews but
adverse criticism from the likes of Lytton Strachey. His friendship
with a young Indian student, Syed Ross Masood, whom he met in
1906 and who is now an undergraduate at Oxford, begins to
intensify.

Commences occasional work as a University of London extramural
lecturer in January and continues to lecture at the Working Men’s
College. Howards End begins to take shape from around June.
Visits Italy again. Third novel, A Room with a View, is published
on 14 October, once again to laudatory reviews but to less than
buoyant sales. Begins reading the Koran with difficulty and falls
more deeply in love with Masood.

Howards End published on 18 October in London (and three
months later in New York). His most successful novel to date, both
critically and commercially, it is reprinted four times before the end
of the year. Tells Masood he loves him in December.

The Celestial Omnibus, his first collection of short stories,
published in the spring. Begins to write stories with explicitly

* homoerotic themes in the summer, a number of them collected



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

RANDALL STEVENSON is Professor of Twentieth-Century Literature in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh. His publications include The British Novel since the Thirties
(Batsford, 1986), Modernist Fiction (Prentice Hall, 1998), Oxford English Literary
History vol. x11: 1960—2000 — The Last of England? (Oxford University Press,
2004), and The Edinburgh Companion to Twentieth-Century Literatures in
English, edited with Brian McHale (Edinburgh University Press, 2006). He is
General Editor of the Edinburgh History of Twentieth-Century Literature in
Britain series, to be published by Edinburgh University Press.



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

(2001). He is writing a monograph on the history of literary criticism and is a
columnist for the Times Higher Education Supplement.

JANE GOLDMAN lectures in English and American literature at the University of
Dundee and is a General Editor of the Cambridge University Press Edition of the
Writings of Virginia Woolf. Her recent publications include Modernism, 1910~
1945: Image to Apocalypse (Palgrave, 2004) and The Cambridge Introduction
to Virginia Woolf (Cambridge University Press, 2006). She is editing Woolf’s To
the Lighthouse for Cambridge, and writing a book called Virginia Woolf and the

Signifying Dog.

DOMINIC HEAD is Professor of Modern English Literature at the University of
Nottingham. He is the author of The Modernist Short Story (Cambridge University
Press, 1992), Nadine Gordimer (Cambridge University Press, 1994), . M. Coetzee
(Cambridge University Press, 1997) and The Cambridge Introduction to Modern
British Fiction, 1950-2000 (Cambridge University Press, 2002). Most recently,
he has edited the third edition of The Cambridge Guide to Literature in English
(Cambridge University Press, 2006). A book on Ian McEwan is forthcoming from
Manchester University Press.

JUDITH SCHERER HERZ is Professor of English at Concordia University in Mon-
treal. She is the author of The Short Narratives of E. M. Forster (Macmillan, 1987)
and A Passage to India: Nation and Narration (Twayne, 1993), as well as articles
on, among others, Forster, Leonard Woolf, Milton, and Donne, including an essay
in The Cambridge Companion to John Donne. She has been President of the John
Donne Society and of the Association of Canadian College and University Teachers
of English (ACCUTE).

MARCIA LANDY is Distinguished Service Professor of English and Film Studies at
the University of Pittsburgh. Her publications include Fascism in Film: The Italian
Commercial Cinema, 1930-1943 (Princeton University Press, 1986); British
Genres: Cinema and Society 1930-1960 (Princeton University Press, 1991); Imita-
tions of Life: A Reader on Film and Television Melodrama (Wayne State University
Press, 1991); Film, Politics, and Gramsci (University of Minnesota Press, 1994);
Queen Christina (with Amy Villarejo) (BFI, 1995); Cinematic Uses of the Past
(University of Minnesota Press, 1996); The Folklore of Consensus: Theatricality
in Italian Cinema, 1930—-1945 (State University of New York Press, 1998); Italian
Film (Cambridge University Press, 2000); The Historical Film (Athlone, 2001):
History and Memory in Media (Rutgers University Press, 2001); Stars: The Film
Reader (with Lucy Fischer) (Routledge, 2003); and Monty Python’s Flying Circus
(Wayne State University Press, 2005).

CHRISTOPHER LANE, Professor of English at Northwestern University, is the
author of The Ruling Passion (Duke University Press, 1995), The Burdens of

vili



Cambridge Companions to...

AUTHORS

Edward Albee edited by Stephen J. Bottoms
Margaret Atwood edited by Coral Ann Howells
W. H. Auden edited by Stan Smith

Jane Austen edited by Edward Copeland and
Juliet McMaster

Beckett edited by John Pilling

Aphra Bebn edited by Derek Hughes and
Janet Todd

Walter Benjamin edited by David S. Ferris
William Blake edited by Morris Eaves

Brecht edited by Peter Thomson and
Glendyr Sacks

The Brontes edited by Heather Glen
Byron edited by Drummond Bone
Albert Camus edited by Edward J. Hughes
Willa Cather edited by Marilee Lindemann
Cervantes edited by Anthony J. Cascardi

Chaucer, edited by Piero Boitani and Jill Mann
(second edition)

Chekhov edited by Vera Gottlieb and Paul Allain
Coleridge edited by Lucy Newlyn
Wilkie Collins edited by Jenny Bourne Taylor
Joseph Conrad edited by J. H. Stape
Dante edited by Rachel Jacoff (second edition)
Charles Dickens edited by John O. Jordan
Emily Dickinson edited by Wendy Martin
Jobn Donne edited by Achsah Guibbory
Dostoevskii edited by W. J. Leatherbarrow

Theodore Dreiser edited by Leonard Cassuto
and Claire Virginia Eby

Jobn Dryden edited by Steven N. Zwicker
George Eliot edited by George Levine
T. S. Eliot edited by A. David Moody
Ralph Ellison edited by Ross Posnock

Ralph Waldo Emerson edited by Joel Porte and
Saundra Morris

William Faulkner edited by Philip M. Weinstein
E. Scott Fitzgerald edited by Ruth Prigozy
Flaubert edited by Timothy Unwin
E. M. Forster edited by David Bradshaw
Brian Friel edited by Anthony Roche
Robert Frost edited by Robert Faggen
Elizabeth Gaskell edited by Jill L. Matus
Goethe edited by Lesley Sharpe

Thomas Hardy edited by Dale Kramer

Nathaniel Hawthorne edited by
Richard Millington

Ernest Hemingway edited by
Scott Donaldson

Homer edited by Robert Fowler
Ibsen edited by James McFarlane
Henry James edited by Jonathan Freedman
Samuel Johnson edited by Greg Clingham

Ben Jonson edited by Richard Harp and
Stanley Stewart

James Joyce edited by Derek Attridge
(second edition)

Kafka edited by Julian Preece
Keats edited by Susan J. Wolfson
Lacan edited by Jean-Michel Rabaté
D. H. Lawrence edited by Anne Fernihough
David Mamet edited by Christopher Bigsby
Thomas Mann edited by Ritchie Robertson
Christopher Marlowe edited by Patrick Cheney
Herman Melville edited by Robert S. Levine
Arthur Miller edited by Christopher Bigsby

Milton edited by Dennis Danielson
(second edition)

Moliére edited by David Bradby and
Andrew Calder

Nabokov edited by Julian W. Connolly
Eugene O’Neill edited by Michael Manheim
George Orwell edited by John Rodden
Ovid edited by Philip Hardie
Harold Pinter edited by Peter Raby
Sylvia Plath edited by Jo Gill
Edgar Allan Poe edited by Kevin ]J. Hayes
Ezra Pound edited by Ira B. Nadel
Proust edited by Richard Bales
Pushkin edited by Andrew Kahn
Philip Roth edited by Timothy Parrish

Shakespeare edited by Margareta de Grazia and
Stanley Wells

Shakespeare on Film edited by Russell Jackson

Shakespearean Comedy edited by
Alexander Leggatt

Shakespeare on Stage edited by Stanley Wells
and Sarah Stanton



Shakespeare’s History Plays edited by
Michael Hattaway

Shakespearean Tragedy edited by
Claire McEachern

Shakespeare’s Poetry edited by Patrick Cheney

George Bernard Shaw edited by
Christopher Innes

Shelley edited by Timothy Morton
Mary Shelley edited by Esther Schor
Sam Shepard edited by Matthew C. Roudané
Spenser edited by Andrew Hadfield
Wallace Stevens edited by John N. Serio
Tom Stoppard edited by Katherine E. Kelly

Harriet Beecher Stowe edited by
Cindy Weinstein

Jonathan Swift edited by Christopher Fox

Henry David Thoreau edited by Joel Myerson
Tolstoy edited by Donna Tussing Orwin
Mark Twain edited by Forrest G. Robinson
Virgil edited by Charles Martindale
Edith Wharton edited by Millicent Bell
Walt Whitman edited by Ezra Greenspan
Oscar Wilde edited by Peter Raby

Tennessee Williams edited by
Matthew C. Roudané

Mary Wollstonecraft edited by
Claudia L. Johnson

Virginia Woolf edited by Sue Roe and
Susan Sellers

Wordsworth edited by Stephen Gill

W. B. Yeats edited by Marjorie Howes and
John Kelly

TOPICS

The Actress edited by Maggie B. Gale and
John Stokes

The African American Novel edited by
Maryemma Graham

The African American Slave Narrative edited by
Audrey A. Fisch

American Modernism edited by
Walter Kalaidjian

American Realism and Naturalism edited by
Donald Pizer

American Women Playwrights edited by
Brenda Murphy

Australian Literature edited by
Elizabeth Webby

British Romanticism edited by Stuart Curran

Canadian Literature edited by
Eva-Marie Kroller

The Classic Russian Novel edited by
Malcolm V. Jones and Robin Feuer Miller

Contemporary Irish Poetry edited by
Matthew Campbell

Crime Fiction edited by Martin Priestman

The Eighteenth-Century Novel edited by
John Richetti

Eighteenth-Century Poetry edited by John Sitter
English Literature, 1500~1600 edited by
Arthur F. Kinney
English Literature, 1650~1740 edited by
Steven N. Zwicker
English Literature, 1740-1830 edited by
Thomas Keymer and Jon Mee

English Poetry, Donne to Marvell edited by
Thomas N. Corns

English Renaissance Drama edited by A. R.
Braunmuller and Michael Hattaway
(second edition)

English Restoration Theatre edited by
Deborah C. Payne Fisk

Feminist Literary Theory edited by
Ellen Rooney

The French Novel: from 1800 to the Present
edited by Timothy Unwin

Gotbhic Fiction edited by Jerrold E. Hogle

Greek and Roman Theatre edited by
Marianne McDonald and J. Michael Walton

Greek Tragedy edited by P. E. Easterling
The Irish Novel edited by John Wilson Foster

The Italian Novel edited by Peter Bondanella
and Andrea Ciccarelli

Jewish American Literature edited by Hana
Wirth-Nesher and Michael P. Kramer

The Latin American Novel edited by
Efrain Kristal

Literature of the First World War edited by
Vincent Sherry

Medieval English Theatre edited by
Richard Beadle

Medieval Romance edited by Roberta L. Krueger

Medieval Women’s Writing edited by Carolyn
Dinshaw and David Wallace

Modern American Culture edited by
Christopher Bigsby



Modern British Women Playwrights edited by
Elaine Aston and Janelle Reinelt

Modern French Culture edited by
Nicholas Hewitt

Modern German Culture edited by
Eva Kolinsky and Wilfried van der Will

The Modern German Novel edited by
Graham Bartram

Modern Irish Culture edited by Joe Cleary and
Claire Connolly

Modernism edited by Michael Levenson

Modern Italian Culture edited by
Zygmunt G. Baranski and Rebecca J. West

Modern Latin American Literature edited by
John King

Modern Russian Culture edited by
Nicholas Rzhevsky

Modern Spanish Culture edited by David T. Gies

Native American Literature edited by Joy Porter
and Kenneth M. Roemer

Nineteenth-Century American Women’s Writing
edited by Dale M. Bauer and Philip Gould

Old English Literature edited by Malcolm
Godden and Michael Lapidge

Postcolonial Literary Studies edited by
Neil Lazarus

Postmodernism edited by Steven Connor

Renaissance Humanism edited by
Jill Kraye
Roman Satire edited by Kirk Freudenburg
The Spanish Novel: from 1600 to the Present

edited by Harriet Turner and
Adelaida Lopez de Martinez

Travel Writing edited by Peter Hulme and
Tim Youngs
Twentieth-Century Irish Drama edited by
Shaun Richards
Victorian and Edwardian Theatre edited by
Kerry Powell
The Victorian Novel edited by
Deirdre David
Victorian Poetry edited by Joseph Bristow

Writing of the English Revolution edited by
N. H. Keeble



