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CHAPTER I
THE ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND

ArcHDUKE FraNz FErRDINAND, who became Heir-Pre-
sumptive to the Austrian throne after the death of his
father, Karl Ludwig, in 1896, has remained, both living and
dead, one of the most enigmatic of political personages.
Even Austrians themselves held the most contradictory
views as to the supposed purposes and influence of this
sphinx. By many he was regarded as the chief of the Aus-
trian militarists, eager for a “preventive war” against Italy
or Serbia. Others, however, believed that he had little ac-
tive influence on Austrian policy. Still others even thought
the Heir to the Throne was almost a pacifist. There was
the same wide divergence of opinion as to his views on do-
mestic politics. He was commonly believed to hate the
Magyars and to favor the Serbs. He was credited with
having in mind a regeneration of the Monarchy by giving
to the Slavic nationalities an equal political recognition
with that enjoyed by the Germans in Austria and by the
Magyars in Hungary—that is, he was thought to favor a
federalistic “triple” organization of the Monarchy known
as “Trialism” in place of the existing “Dualism.” By fa-
natical Serbs, however, he was blindly hated as being a
powerful and determined enemy and oppressor, as a man
who might well be assassinated in the interests of a Greater
Serbia. In fact at the trial of the Sarajevo assassins in
October, 1914, Chabrinovitch, who threw the bomb, frankly
declared, “The Heir-Presumptive was a man of action—I
knew that at the Ballplatz there existed a clique, the so-

called war-party, which wanted to conquer Serbia. At its
1
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head stood the Heir-Presumptive. I believed that I should
take vengeance on them all in taking vengeance on him.”
And Princip, who fired the fatal shots, defiantly asserted,
“I am not at all sorry that I cleared an obstacle out of our
path. He was a German and an enemy of the South
Slavs.”! By Russians likewise he was regarded as an
enemy, of whom the Tsar was fortunately rid by the crime
of Sarajevo. “Not only in the press, but also in society,
one meets almost nothing but unfriendly judgments con-
cerning the murdered Archduke, with the suggestion that
Russia has lost in him an embittered enemy,” reported the
German Ambassador at St. Petersburg. The German
Kaiser, on the other hand, in one of those marginal notes
which unrestrainedly expressed his inmost thoughts and
first impressions, wrote in comment on this report, “The
Archduke was Russia’s best friend. He wanted to revive
the League of the Three Emperors.” 2

The misconceptions and conflicting views current about
the Archduke alive, were as nothing to those which circu-
lated upon his death. It was said that he had plotted to
displace his uncle; and was planning to break up the Dual
Monarchy in alliance with Emperor William by seizing
Poland and Venice and by creating two new states over
which his sons might ultimately rule, while German Aus-
tria was to be added to the German Empire as Emperor
William’s reward. It was darkly hinted that his tragic death
was due to the connivance of Austrian officials, who wanted
to prevent these suspected designs, or at least wanted to
throw the blame on Serbia and so have a pretext for the
annihilation of this neighboring kingdom. Other rumors
alleged that his assassination was due to the fact that, as a

1 Pharos, Der Prozess gegen die Attentater von Sarajevo (Berlin, 1918),
pp. 11, 13, 30. The idea that Franz Ferdinand headed the militarist
clique and was an enemy of the Serbs was, as will be seen below, wholly
incorrect.

2 Pourtalés to Bethmann, July 13, 1914; K.D., 53.
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Roman Catholic, he was planning to attack Italy and re-
store the Temporal Power of the Pope. One widely-read
German author devotes half a chapter to showing that the
Scottish-Rite Masons had decreed his death and worked
for that purpose through the Masonic Lodge at Belgrade.?
Amid this mass of conflicting gossip and rumor, where lies
the truth about this mysterious man whose death served
as the spark which lit the conflagration in Europe? *

Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Este, born on December 18,
1863, was the eldest son of Karl Ludwig, brother of Em-
peror Francis Joseph. His consumptive mother, a daughter
of the late Bourbon King of the Two Sicilies, Ferdinand II,
died while he was a child, but he was affectionately cared

8 Reventlow, Politische Vorgeschichte des grossen Krieges, Berlin,
1919, pp. 28-38. See below, p. 111, note 103.

4 There is no satisfactory complete biography of Franz Ferdinand. Of
the older biographies written during his lifetime, Paul von Falkenegg,
Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand von Qesterreich-Este (Vienna, 1908), and H.
Heller, Franz Ferdinand (Vienna, 1911), deserve mention. In celebra-
tion of his fiftieth birthday on December 18, 1913, the Oesterreichische
Rundschau published a special illustrated edition containing interesting,
though superficial, articles by Chlumecky, Sosnosky, Admiral Mirtl, Pro-
fessor Mycielski and others on Franz Ferdinand as soldier, sailor, traveler,
hunter and collector, ete. Franz Ferdinands Lebensroman (Stuttgart,
1919), purports to be based on the diary of one of the Archduke’s instruc-
tors and intimate friends; the anonymous author has a romantic touch, but
appears to give much reliable and solid fact. Conrad von Hotzendorf,
Aus Meiner Dienstzeit, (5 vols., Vienna, 1921-1925), throws much light on
the Archduke from the pen of one of those who knew him best. Freiherr
von Margutti, personal adjutant to Francis Joseph, was in a position to
know intimately the relations between the old Emperor and his imperial
nephew; in his interesting reminiscences, Vom Alten Kaiser (Vienna, 1921),
the chapter on the Archduke reflects unfriendly Vienna gossip. It needs
to be corrected by the loyal devotion and intimate personal account of
the Archduke’s private secretary for a dozen years, Paul Nikitsch-Boulles,
Vor dem Sturm: Erinnerungen an Erzherzog Thronfolger Franz Ferdinand
(Berlin, 1925) ; and by the affectionate appreciation of his military adju-
tant, Karl Freiherr von Bardolff, “Franz Ferdinand,” in KSF, V, 599-
608, July, 1927. See also the fair-minded and friendly accounts by Count
Czernin, In the World War {(New York, 1919), ch. ii; and the more
complete life by Horstenau, in the Neue QOesterreichische Biographie; the
references in G.P., XL, 45; and the less favorable accounts by R. W.
Seton-Watson, Sarajevo (London, 1926), ch. iv; and by Eugene Bagger,
Francis Joseph (New York, 1927), p. 524 fi.
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for by a Portuguese stepmother. In his youth he had not
been seriously thought of as a possible successor to the
throne, until the tragic death of Crown Prince Rudolph at
Meyerling in 1889 left Francis Joseph without a direct male
heir. Franz Ferdinand had not therefore at first been given
any special training in politics, but, like Austrian Arch-
dukes generally, had been placed in the army for a military
career. His health had never been robust, owing perhaps
to tubercular tendencies inherited from his mother. This
tendency at times became so threatening that he often had
to spend months at Brioni or Miramar on the warm shores
of the Adriatic, where he came to have an intense interest
in the creation of an Austrian navy; at other times he
sought better health in the dry air of Switzerland at Davos,
or in a ten months’ trip around the world in 1892-1893. In
the fatal spring of 1914 there were those who prophesied
that the old Emperor at eighty-four would actually outlive
his nephew who had just passed fifty.

Franz Ferdinand’s lung trouble appears to have influ-
enced somewhat his life and character. It had not sweet-
ened his temper; it had made him feel that fate had been
unfair to him, and had developed in him a tendency to shun
society life. The undisguised haste with which many peo-
ple, especially those connected with the Court, deserted him
when he was seriously ill and seemed unlikely ever to come
to the throne, hardened the Archduke’s character, which
was not naturally gentle, increased his distrust of the men
who surrounded him, and heightened his contempt for man-
kind in general. His ill health may also have contributed
somewhat to his intense zeal for the Catholic Church, es-
pecially after his marriage to a strict Catholic; and it
strengthened his iron determination to overcome obstacles
and fit himself for the task of ruling the Hapsburg domin-
ions. He learned the languages of the nations over which

he seemed likely some day to rule. He also took instruc-
Nepr
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tion from men of science in special branches of knowledge;
his later collections in natural science and in art formed a
notable museum. To the organization and improvement of
the army, and later to the creation of a navy, he began to
devote himself with persistent energy and more than aver-
age ability.

Since the Archduke had a family to provide for, he spent
a considerable part of each year on his estate at Konopischt,
where he established a model farm, which, like Wallenstein,
he managed very profitably. This determination to live
may actually have contributed toward the more vigorous
health which he enjoyed in his last years. But he never
outgrew his tendency toward aloofness from society and
from the public. He had, in fact, very few intimate friends.
He did not try to make them. Quite characteristic of his
aloofness is a remark which he once made to Conrad von
Hotzendorf; they had been discussing the proper basis
for the promotion of officers in the army, and the Chief-of-
Staff had said that it was his own tendency to think well
of a man until he knew something against him, and that he
had therefore been sometimes too quick in advancing new
officers. The Archduke replied, “We hold opposite views.
You think every man is an angel at the outset, and have
unfortunate experiences afterwards. I regard every one
whom I meet for the first time as a cheap fellow (gemeiner
Kerl) and wait until he does something to justify a better
opinion in my eyes.” 5 This was hardly an attitude of mind
to make friends, and partly accounts for the hostile and ma-
licious tittle-tattle which circulated so freely about him and
his wife at Vienna, and which has found its way into many
accounts of him in the Entente countries. But the few
friends whom he did admit to his intimacy, who saw him sit-
ting on the floor playing with his children, like his secre-
taries or like Emperor William, were affectionately devoted
to him.

6 Conrad, I, 338.



6 THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR

FRANZ FERDINAND AND THE ARMY

Franz Ferdinand’s chief interests in life, aside from his
hobbies as a hunter and collector and gentleman farmer,
were the army, the navy and his wife and children.

In 1906, with the appointment of Major Brosch as his
personal adjutant, the Archduke began to exercise a more
direct influence on the army. Brosch was an extremely in-
telligent and able officer, anxious to increase his own influ-
ence and also that of the Archduke in military matters.
After long opposition he was able to bring it about that the
Archduke was given a military chancery (Militdrkanzler)
of his own, similar to that of the Emperor. Henceforth all
the important military documents, as well as the reports
of the military attachés, were made out in duplicate so that
Franz Ferdinand received a copy at the same moment that
the Emperor received his, and the nephew was kept as fully
informed as his uncle. In fact he soon came to take a more
active part in military reforms and reorganization than the
Emperor himself. His activity is indicated by the fact that
his military chancery quickly grew from a personnel of two
to one of fourteen persons—only two less than the Em-
peror’s own chancery.®

Franz Ferdinand regarded the Austro-Hungarian army
as a potentially important unifying political instrument for
counteracting the disintegrating elements in the Dual Mon-
archy, as well as for defending it in case of foreign war. He
wanted one language of command—German—to be the
tongue of at least all the officers, though those who com-
manded non-German regiments should also be masters of
the tongue spoken by the rank and file under their com-
mand. It was one of his main aims in life to strengthen
and increase the army. It was this aim that lay at the
bottom of his hatred of the Magyar politicians who refused

6 Nikitsch-Boulles, p. 60f.



