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This global view centers on the western ex-
tension of Asia, the region the world knows
as the continent of Europe. Often the two
are linked together under the name Eurasia.
This peninsula, or arm, of the great Asian
landmass, itself is comprised of numerous
peninsulas—those of Scandinavia, Iberia,
Italy, and the Balkans—and many offshore
islands, the most important group being the
British Isles.

The thrust of this arm of Asia into the
Atlantic Ocean, the North and Mediter-
ranean seas provides a clear-cut western
terminus. But the limits of Europe are not
so clearly defined on its eastern flank where
no natural barriers exist. For the sake of a
“boundary’” geographers have come to rec-
ognize the low Ural Mountains and the
Ural River, the Caspian Sea, the Caucasus
Mountains, and the Black Sea as the eastern
and southeastern border.

From Europe’s eastern limits, where the
north to south dimension is approximately
2,500 miles, the irregularly shaped con-
tinent tapers toward the southwest and the
surrounding bodies of water. Through
Europe’s history its miles of coastline en-
couraged contact with the other continents,
and the seas became avenues of exchange
for culture, politics, and technology with
other regions of the world.
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Internally Europe embraces a varied
landscape comparable to no other region of
its size in the world: In a total area of only
3,825,000 square miles are found extremes
from zero winters and dry steppes in the
east to year-round humid, mild climates in
the west; extremes in elevation from the
heights of the Alps to the below-sea-level
Belgian and Netherlands coasts; and a vari-
ation in the distribution of inhabitants from
the densely populated, industrialized north-
west to the sparsely peopled areas in the
agricultural south and east. Thirty-three
independent nations, each with its own na-
tional, religious, cultural, and political heri-
tage, adds to this variegated landscape.

Because much of Europe is neither too
hot or cold, or too high or low, a great
extent of its land has been developed, aided
by an impressive river-canal system, dom-
inated by the Rhine and Danube. Its
natural and cultural wealth has made pos-
sible an economic-social-political system
which has long influenced the economic,
political, and social structure of the rest of
the world.

Today, because of its density of popula-
tion, strategic location, politics, history, eco-
nomic strength, and cultural tradition, Eu-
rope still may rightfully and strongly claim
to be one of the hubs of the world.
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Europe ¢ Annual Rainfall, Vegetation
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VEGETATION

| Coniferous forest
Mediterranean vegetation
Mixed torest: coniferous-deciduous
Semi-deciduous forest
Deciduous forest
Wooded steppe

Grass (steppe)

Short grass

Desert shrub

Heath and moor

Alpine vegetation, tundra
Little or no vegetation
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MINERALS
Industrial areas
Major coal deposits
Major petroleum deposits
Lignite deposits
Minor petroleum deposits
Minor coal deposits
Major iron ore
Minor iron ore
Lead
Bauxite
Zinc
Copper

Europe ¢ Population, Minerals
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10A  Europe * Energy, Natural Hazards
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ENERGY

Energy Consumption
3,699,305 metnc tons
coal equvalent-1979

ENERGY

Energy Producing Plants
Geothermal

° Hydroelectnc

- Nuciear

Mineral Fuel Deposits

. Uranmum: major deposit
Py Natural Gas: major field
A Petroleum: major field

. Petroleum; minor field

Petroleum: major producing area
Q@B Coal major bituminous and anthracite
@™ Coar minor bituminous and anthracite

Coal' lignite

Langitige £ as

NATURAL HAZARDS

(e} volcanoes*
L Earthquakes®
L]

Major flocd disasters®

Tsunamis

Limit of iceberg dnft

Temporary pack ice

NER

Areas subject to desertification

*Twentieth Century occurrences




Asia ¢ Annual Rainfall, Population
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Global View

Asia

P.D.R. OF YEMEN

Asia, the massive giant of continents, spreads
its 17,085,000 square miles from polar wastes
to regions of tropical abundance, and from
Oriental to Occidental hearthlands. Much
of Asia’s vastness, however, is occupied by
deserts, steppes, and by frozen and near-
frozen wastes. Rugged upland areas stretch
from Turkey and Iran, through the two-
mile-high Tibetan Plateau, to the Bering
Strait, leaving only one-third of Asia suit-
able for human habitation. These barriers
also separate the two dominant, sharply
contrasting parts of Asia—the realm made
up of Southwest, South, and Southeast Asia
from that of “European” Asia.

Rimming the south and east coasts of
the continent are the most densely popu-
lated regions of the world, each dominated
by a life-giving river system—the Tigris-
Euphrates, the Indus and Ganges, the Brah-
maputra, the Irrawaddy and Salween, the
Menam and Mekong, the Yangtze and
Hwang Ho, as well as innumerable small
river valleys, plains, and islands. Separated
from one another by deserts, massifs, and
seas these regions account for over one-half
of the world’s population.

The civilizations associated with this
population (where rural densities frequently
may exceed 1,000 people per square mile)
were developed largely upon the strength of
intensive agricultural systems. Today these
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systems still occupy more than 60 percent
of the populace, who manage only to win
a bare subsistence. Changeover from sub-
sistence agricultural economic systems to
industrialized economies has been success-
ful only in Japan and parts of the U.S.S.R.

North of the great Gobi Desert and the
mountain barriers of the interior is the
second Asia which, on almost every hand,
differs from the southern portion of the con-
tinent. In the far north severe climatic
elements send temperatures to —90°F., and
permanently frozen ground impedes growth
of vegetation. Only the scattered settlements
next to the Trans-Siberian Railway give
the area an indication of development. The
activities of most of the populace are clearly
directed toward Europe rather than Asia.

These two realms of the Asian continent
do share two common characteristics. One
is vast, yet generally inaccessible, natural
resources—extensive forests, minerals, and
hydroelectric potential—and the second is
the drive to industrialize in order to ‘“‘catch
up” to the general material well-being of
the Western World.

In the future, as the common character-
istics, resources and drive, are developed,
Asia’s two realms may witness a change. A
material way of life may result consistent
with their heritage and historic contribu-
tions to the world.
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Asia ¢ Vegetation, Economic/Minerals
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VEGETATION

Tropical rain forest
Subtropical rain forest
Mediterranean vegetation

Semi-deciduous mixed forest

Tronical dry deciduous forest
Temperate deciduous forest

1 Temperate mixed forest

| Coniterous forest

1 savanna (locally wooded)
Wooded steppe

Grass (Steppe)

Short grass

Desert shrub

Sl Tundra, alpine vegetation

Little or no vegetation
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Intensive subsistence cropping—rice dominant
| Intensive subsistence cropping—non rice
Plantation agriculture

Other highly productive cropland

- Cropland with some pasture

[ Mediterranean agriculture

- Sparse grassland, grazed with some cropland
m Rudimental sedentary cultivation

- Nomadic herding

| | Forest and woodland

- Tropical forest, some shifting agricuiture

[

Tundra, seasonally grazed
Non-productive areas

MINERALS

> @ Coal % Lead
A Petroleum A Zinc
m| lron & Chromite
+ Cooper B Phosphate
@ Tungsten A Nickel
4 Manganese O Tin

A-560000-166-2-2-3-9 |




Asia * Energy, Natural Hazards

ENERGY

Energy Producing Plants
Geothermal
b Hydroelectnc
- Nuclear
Mineral Fuel Deposits
. Uranium: major deposit
A Natural Gas: major teld
A Petroleum: major field
2 Petroleum: minor field
@™  Petroleum: major producing area
' Coal: major bituminous and anthracite
S Coal: minor bituminous and anthracite

Coal: lignite

HYDRO &
UCLEAR
ELECTRICITY 2%~

Energy Consumption
1.862.598 metric tons
coal equivalent-1979
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NATURAL HAZARDS

Tropical storm
tracks

(5-10 per year)
Tropical storm
tracks

(>20 per year)
Volcanoes*®
Earthquakes®

Major flood
disasters®

Selected rivers
subject to flooding

Tsunamis

Limit of continuous
permafrost

Temporary pack ice
Permanent pack ice

Sea fog: common occurrence
Deserts

Areas subject to desertification

*Twentieth Century occurrences
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Africa
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For centuries most of Africa’s 11,685,000
square miles was unknown to outsiders.
Access by one available avenue, the Nile,
was impeded by the cataracts above Aswan.
Since much of the interior is upland or
plateau, usually dropping off rather sharply
near the coasts, most of Africa’s great rivers
have rapids or falls close to the seaboard
and so have not provided convenient routes
to the interior. Moreover, the coastline is
very regular, with few of the natural harbors
of the other continents.

Once penetrated, much of the interior
proved inhospitable to man. In the north,
the world’s largest desert, the immense ex-
panse of the Sahara, blocks Africa’s north
rim from the central and southern portions.
Near the other end of Africa, the Kalahari
Desert helps separate the pleasant southern-
most portion from the rest of the continent.
In the'center, the vast Congo Basin, humid,
thinly settled, and unattractive, runs from
the Atlantic seaboard east to the foot of the
rugged highlands of East Africa, marked by
the Rift Valley, which can be identified
by the string of elongated lakes.

GABON

ZAMBIA

"

BOTSWANA @y

Africa’s most important internal bound-
ary is the Sahara. North of it the Medi-
terranean coastal countries are Moslem in
tradition and have had close connections
with Europe and the Near East. South of
the Sahara are the many rich and varied
cultures of Negroid tribal Africa. Unlike in
many ways though they are, Mediterranean
and Black Africa have until recently shared
a common history of domination by non-
African colonial powers. As late as 1945
there were only four independent nations
in the entire continent. Now, spurred by the
forces of nationalism, one new nation after
another has emerged.

Past developments in communications,
transport, education, and agricultural and
industrial techniques, though limited, have
formed a legacy from the old colonial powers
on which the new African nations can build.
Resources of iron ore, gold, oil, copper,
timber, and a host of other vital raw mate-
rials are available. And there are many
areas where climate and soil conditions
are conducive to commercial agriculture
particularly for peanuts and cacao.
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18A  Africa * Annual Rainfall, Vegetation, Population, Economic/Minerals

Cm. (In.)
Under 25 (10)
25-50 (10-20)
50-100 (20-40)
100-150 (40-60f
150-200 (60-80)
Over 200 (80)

ERMCN

1
VEGETATION

Tropical rain forest
Nile valley (date, doum palm)
Mediterranean vegetation
Cedar, pine forest (locally oak) —
Dry open woodland (miombo)
Thorn forest .
Desert shrub

Tall grass savanna

Low grass savanna

Low grass

Tall grass

Little or no vegetation

[ / crcn

10-25 (25-60)
\/ 25-50 (60-125)

POPULATION
Per Sg. Km. (Per Sq. Mile)
Uninhabited
Under 1 (2)

1-10 (2-25)

\ 50-100(125-250)
\ Over 100 (250) | Cem T
| |
\ !
o Metropolitan areas over 2,000,000 Population

\ \ \

\ \ \

\ \ \
A-58000016 -2-2.3.6 | \ |

o Metropolitan areas 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 Population -
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' MINERALS

'@ Coal

A Petroleum
Iron ore
Manganese
Copper
Tin
Uranium
Chromite
Cobalt
Phosphate rock \
Diamonds
Gold

\ ECONOMIC

Non-agricultural areas and oases

DD OO0+ enm

Nomadic herding

Livestock ranching
Subsistence crop, livestock
Livestock, crop farming

Mediterranean agriculture

\ \ \

Plantation agriculture
Intensive subsistence agriculture
Tropical forest, some shifting agriculture

Shitting rudimental sedentary agriculture
(drier areas-livestock)
Industrial areas
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Africa ¢ Political Change, Peoples, Natural Hazards, Landforms
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POLITICAL CHANGE

Political affiliations in 1950

N
=

Independent
British
French
Portuguese
Spanish
Belgian
Italian

Other

30

40
1960 Date of independence

CAPE VERDE 1975
MAURITIUS 1968

SEYCHELLES 1976

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 1975——]
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Language Groups (ca. 1900)

Niger-Kordofanian
A. Niger-Congo

1. West Atlantic
2. Mande
3. Voltaic (Gur)
4. Kwa
§. Benue-Congo (Bantu)
6. Adamawa-Eastern
B. Kordofanian
Nilo-Saharan
C. Songhai
D. Saharan
E. Chari-Nile

1. Eastern Sudanic
2. Central Sudanic

- Afro-Asiatic

F. Semitic
G. Egyptian (extinct)
H. Berber
1. Cushitic
J. Chadic

K. South African Khoisan
L. Sandawe
M. Hatsa

- Malayo-Polynesian

Names represent selected culture groups.

Scattered groups of Fulani® are st own with dot pattern. ™

*Pastoral groups

| | [

Letters identify language sub-groups listed at left
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NATURAL HAZARDS
\ ;f'vacg;:al storm

(5-10 per year)
o Volcanoes*

30

L] Earthquakes®

Tsunamis

Deserts
a0

Areas subject to desertification

*Twentieth Century occurrences
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LANDFORMS

Mountains

Widely spaced mountains
High tablelands

Hills and low tablelands
Depressions or basins

Plains

—— Limit of continental shelf
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