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Preface

And wisdom is a butterfly

And not a gloomy bird of prey.
—W . B. Yeats

Since publication of the first edition of Literature in 1973, we have been gov-
erned by a belief that the principal task of an introductory anthology of liter-
ature is to engage the reader’s interest and to make the experience of
literature immediate and exciting. Thus, we have selected works not primar-
ily because they illustrate critical definitions or lend themselves to a particu-
lar approach, but because we find them exciting to read and believe that
students will too. Additionally, in preparing the seventh edition of Literature
and now the shorter seventh edition, we had a further goal: to connect stu-
dents to literature by inviting them to participate in the conversation and to
talk back to the works through writing. To signal this goal, we gave the book
a new subtitle, Reading and Writing the Human Experience.

The shorter seventh edition of Literature is therefore better able to serve the
goals of the second-term course in composition with a focus on writing about
literature. With two new introductory chapters on responding to and writing
about literature, combined with strengthened apparatus throughout the anthol-
ogy, Literature now offers detailed support for students in the various kinds of
essays they will be asked to write in an introduction to literature course.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF LITERATURE

Thematic Organization Our arrangement of the works into thematic
groups — Innocence and Experience, Conformity and Rebellion, Culture and
Identity, Love and Hate, and The Presence of Death — provides opportunities
to explore diverse attitudes toward these great themes of the human experi-
ence. Each section is introduced by a short essay that embodies some general
observations on the theme and by a series of questions that may stimulate
thinking, discussion, and writing. Within each thematic section, the works
are grouped by genre — fiction, poetry, drama, and the essay —and ar-
ranged chronologically by author’s birth date. Each work is dated to indicate
its first appearance in a book or, if appropriate, the date of composition or
earliest appearance. We have not attempted to date traditional ballads.

The Most Popular Classic and Contemporary Selections The shorter sev-
enth edition of Literature includes thirty-seven stories, one hundred forty-four
poems, eight plays, and sixteen essays by widely taught authors representing
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a balance of time-honored favorites and the most popular contemporary
writers. We include the literary essay as a fourth genre, alongside fiction,
drama, and poetry; these sixteen nonfiction works highlight the essay as lit-
erature and offer models for compoasition,

A Glossary of Critical Approaches This appendix on critical approaches
attempts to explain the basic assumptions of seven schools of critical prac-
tice, offering brief definitions of and examples from these major critical
approaches to literature. We hope that from what may seem a bewildering
array of approaches, students will not only gain an additional framework for
critical reading and thinking but also come to understand that there is not
some “correct” way to approach a literary work. We hope that they will also
see that many of the approaches complement one another.

Biographical Notes on the Authors This appendix provides students with
information about some of the major events, biographical and literary, in
the career of each author. We hope these notes will not only satisfy stu-
dents’ natural curiosity about writers’ lives but will also, from time to time,
stimulate them enough to want to learn more. These biographies are also
available online at our Web site, often with links to further information, at
<www.bedfordstmartins.com/experience_literature>.

NEew 1O THIs EDITION

Exciting New Selections New selections in the shorter seventh edition
include sixteen stories, twenty-five poems, four plays, and seven literary
essays. New stories range from Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wall-
paper” to Sandra Cisneros’s “The House on Mango Street.” Other new selec-
tions include poems from Seamus Heaney, Nikki Giovanni, Li-Young Lee,
Pablo Neruda, and Marge Piercy; dramatic favorites such as Susan Glaspell’s
Trifles, Tennessee Williams's The Glass Menagerie, and Lorraine Hansberry’s
A Raisin in the Sun; and literary essays by Maya Angelou, Maxine Hong
Kingston, and Mark Twain.

Greater Variety of Fiction With an expanded selection of thirty-seven sto-
ries (seven more than in the previous shorter edition), Literature provides a
rich selection of stories by classic authors such as Kate Chopin, William
Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Shirley Jackson, James Joyce, Franz Kafka, Flan-
nery O’Connor, and Edgar Allan Poe alongside stories by highly regarded
contemporary authors, including Chinua Achebe, Jamaica Kincaid, Alice
Munro, Joyce Carol Oates, Tim O'Brien, Leslie Marmon Silko, and Amy Tan.

Introductory Chapters on the Reading and Writing Process Designed to
prepare students to write and argue about literature, the shorter seventh edi-
tion includes two new introductory chapters on reading and writing about
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literature. “Responding to Literature” helps students improve their critical
reading and thinking skills with each of the four genres — fiction, poetry,
drama, and essays. It also includes guidelines for interpreting literary works.
The second chapter, “Writing about Literature,” includes a brief overview of
the writing process, as well as specific guidelines for writing explications,
comparison/contrast essays, and other commonly assigned essays. This
chapter also covers MLA documentation guidelines and provides advice on
working with sources.

A Fifth Theme on Culture and Identity The works in a new thematic sec-
tion, Culture and Identity, reveal how culture powerfully shapes identity.
These selections also reveal the tension and conflict generated by interacting
cultures and give readers the opportunity to step outside the bounds and
bonds of their own culture.

Thought-Provoking Apparatus throughout the Book Introductory essays
begin each thematic part in preparing students for the complex issues they
are likely to encounter in the works that follow. The introductions include
pre-reading questions that challenge students to reflect on their own experi-
ences and that spark classroom discussions. Each part concludes with newly
expanded Questions and Writing Topics encouraging students to connect
their experience of the literature with their own lives.

To provide the groundwork for discussion and debate, four new categories
of questions follow most selections. For Analysis questions promote critical
reading and thinking by asking students questions that focus on the ways in
which the various elements of a work relate to one another. Making Connec-
tions questions ask students to consider the work in light of their own experi-
ences as well as to discover links among the readings. On Style questions
focus on the intricacy and power of the writer’s use of language, while in-
troducing students to the basic elements of literature, now with cross-
references to terms of literary analysis in the glossary set in bold type.
Writing Topics include suggestions for brief, in-class activities and ideas for
full-length essays.

Quick-Reference Chart On the front inside cover is a brief listing of the
book’s writing features, making it easier to locate all the writing advice in the
book.

Multimedia Resources for Teaching Literature The Experience Literature
Web Site at <www.bedfordstmartins.com/experience_literature> links stu-
dents and instructors to a wide variety of literary reference sources useful for
literary research. Concise annotations for each entry guide students to sites
devoted to the authors and works included in the anthology. The Web site
also gives students access to a variety of online research and writing
resources.
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A Poetry Audio Cassette offers students a deeper experience of poetry,
with a collection of forty classic and contemporary works from the text, read
by well-known readers as well as by the poets themselves.

The Instructor’s Manual contains teaching ideas for each selection, as well
as additional thematic connections and writing topics.

Robert Frost: Poems, Life, Legacy is a comprehensive CD-ROM on the life
and works of Robert Frost. Availabie to qualified adopters, it includes search-
able text of Frost’s poetry, audio performances of Frost reading 69 of his
finest poems, over 1,500 pages of biography and literary criticism, and a
new documentary film about Frost narrated by Richard Wilbur.

The Bedford/St. Martin’s Video Library provides instructors with full-length
feature film versions of selected works, including classic performances of
Othello, The Glass Menagerie, “A Rose for Emily,” and A Raisin in the Sun,
among others.
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