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Preface

The 16th edition of Current Pediatric Diagnosis & Treatment features practical, up-to-date, well-referenced informa-
tion on the care of children from birth through infancy and adolescence. CPDT emphasizes the clinical aspects of
pediatric care while also covering the important underlying principles. Its goal is to provide a guide to diagnosis, un-
derstanding, and treatment of the medical problems of all pediatric patients in an easy-to-use and readable format.

INTENDED AUDIENCE

Like all Lange medical books, CPDT provides a concise yet comprehensive source of current information. Students
will find CPDT an authoritative introduction to pediatrics and an excellent source for reference and review. Resi-
dents in pediatrics (and other specialties) will appreciate the detailed descriptions of diseases and diagnostic and ther-
apeutic procedures. Pediatricians, family practitioners, nurses, and other health-care providers who work with in-
fants and children also will find CPDT a useful reference on management aspects of pediatric medicine.

COVERAGE

Forty-four chapters cover a wide range of topics, including neonatal medicine, child development and behavior,
emergency and critical care medicine, and diagnosis and treatment of specific disorders according to major problems
and organ systems. A wealth of tables and figures summarize important information such as acute and critical care
procedures in the delivery room, the office, the emergency room, and the critical care unit; anti-infective agents;
drug dosages; immunization schedules; differential diagnosis; and the development screening tests. The final chapter
is a handy guide to normal laboratory values.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

The 16th edition of CPDT has been revised comprehensively by the editors and contributing authors. New refer-
ences and references to up-to-date and useful web sites have been added, permitting the reader to consult original
material and to go beyond the confines of the textbook. As editors and practicing pediatricians, we have tried to en-
sure that each chapter reflects the needs and realities of day-to-day practice.

New Chapter: One new chapter deals with one of the most important and timely subjects in pediatric medicine today:
Chapter 43. Information Technology in Pediatrics
New Section: A new section on “Bioterrorism” has been added to Chapter 11, Emergencies & Injuries.

Chapter Revisions: Eleven chapters have been extensively revised, with new authors added in several cases, reflect-
ing substantial new information in each of their areas of pediatric medicine. These chapters are as follows:

1. The Newborn Infant

2. Child Development & Behavior

6. Child & Adolescent Psychiatric Disorders & Psychosocial Aspects of Pediatrics
8. Ambulatory & Community Pediatrics

9. Immunization

10. Normal Childhood Nutrition & Its Disorders

11. Emergencies & Injuries

15. Eye
32. Inborn Errors of Metabolism
33. Genetics & Dysmorphology
37. Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection

Xix
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All other chapters are substantially revised and references have been updated. Fifteen new authors have been added
to help with the revisions.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Rebecca Walter has provided invaluable assistance in our central office, helping to assure that all chapters were in
order and processed in a timely fashion. Her excellent work was above and beyond the call of her normal duties, and
we appreciate how much she has made our work on CPDT go so smoothly.

William W. Hay, Jr., MD
Anthony R. Hayward, MD, PhD
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Judith M. Sondheimer, MD
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