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PREFACE
o

The essays and apparatus that make up The Reader’s Corner are based
on the following premises. First, reading is an essential skill vital to
success in college, work, and life. Reading is the foundation of most
courses, a source for ideas, and a springboard to critical thought and
action. Being able to read efficiently and critically will help students
stay current in their chosen careers or professions, navigate the Inter-
net, and update their knowledge and skills in a world that is exploding
with rapidly changing information and new technology. On a personal
level, reading is the vehicle that propels students into inner space,
challenging their opinions, arousing new interests, and facilitating their
intellectual growth. Most importantly, reading gives students ideas to
think about, write about, and talk about, so that they can assume their
rightful places in any discourse community.

The Reader'’s Corner can help students build and sustain their read-
ing skills in several ways:

*  The Reader’s Corner is a collection of fifty reading selections
thematically organized into five parts that promote critical
thinking and self-examination.

* Reading selections are written by a culturally diverse group of
writers on a variety of thought-provoking topics that entertain,
inform, and challenge students.

*  The Reader’s Corner favors a holistic approach to reading that
encourages both the discovery of the reading process and the
development of literal and critical reading skiils.

XI



Preface

A carefully constructed apparatus following every selection leads
students through the stages of the reading process from
prereading, through careful reading, to postreading and review.
A combination of both objective and open-ended questioning
encourages students to read and think both analytically and
critically.

Questions for discussion and writing invite students to examine
their ideas and share what they have learned, making knowledge
their own.

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE TEXT

Each reading selection is framed by a six-part apparatus that includes
prereading and postreading activities designed to lead students logi-
cally through the processes of analytical reading and critical thinking,
The following six features form the apparatus of The Reader’s Corner:

Thinking First consists of three questions that help students
preview the selection and access their prior knowledge on the
author’s topic.

The headnote that precedes each selection contains information
about the author or the selection and is designed to provoke
interest and provide a background for the reading.

Word Alert is a boxed vocabulary feature that lists, defines, and
locates by paragraph number words that may be unfamiliar to
students or that may have special meanings essential to their
understanding of the reading selection.

Comprehension Check consists of ten multiple-choice questions
that help students build and practice skill in finding the author’s
topic, purpose, and main idea; identifying stated details; and
making inferences. These thought-provoking questions focus
students’ attention on what is both stated and unstated, leading
them to read analytically and think critically.

Working with Words is an exercise in deriving meaning from
context. Students are given a group of sentences to complete,
using words from the Word Alert box. This exercise tests students’
understanding of a word’s meaning and their ability to recognize
it in a different context.

Thinking Deeper consists of four open-ended questions that
encourage students to determine a reading’s significance. The
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first two questions are designed to help students think critically
either about the author’s ideas or about the way a selection is
structured. The third question relates the selection to the unit
theme. The fourth question is a writing prompt, although any
one of the questions could be used either for writing or for
discussion.

These features frame the reading selections with prereading and
postreading activities that encourage students to prepare for reading,
to engage actively in the process of reading, and to reflect on what
they have learned after reading.

ANCILLARY

An Instructor’s Resource Manual that contains an answer key, addi-
tional readings, tests, and teaching suggestions is available.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A textbook is a combined effort among author, editors, and others
who playedd tol€ in 1fs conception, exeeution; and production. I am
grateful to all those at Houghton Mifflin who played a part in bringing
this book into being, especially Mary Jo Southern who conceived it,
Naricy Eyman who named it, Kellie Cardone who oversaw its develop-
ment and editing, and Sarah Godshall who directed its production. I
also thank Danielle Richardson, as always, for both small and large fa-
vors, and the many others whom I do not know by name but whose
work behind the scenes made this book possible. I thank my husband,
Steve Kanar, for the way he encourages me and supports all my efforts,
my friends and colleagues who shared their ideas, and the students
whose needs, interests, and aspirations shaped my writing of the ap-
paratus and my choice of the reading selections.

Finally, I am grateful for the many excellent suggestions  received
from colleagues who helped me develop The Reader’s Corner into its
current form:

Linda Bagshaw, Briar Cliff College

Kathleen S. Britton, Florence-Darlington, Technical College

Susann B. Deason, Aiken Technical College

Fran Rewers, South Suburban College

Robert Scattergood, Professor Emeritus, Belmont Technical College



CONTENTS
o

Preface xi

Starting Points 1

PART ONE
Americans in Transition

SELECTION 1

“Tackie Robinson” HENRYAARON 29
He thrilled fans, shattered baseball’s color barrier, and changed the
face of the nation. '

SELECTION 2

“Vietnamese: A Lifetime Commitment” Ta, PHU THUC 36
In a Vietnamese family, the elderly are treated with honor and respect.

SELECTION 3

“Koran Lesson: Exalt Moms, Dads” YASMEEN QADRI 42
The author bases her family values on teachings of the Koran.

SELECTION 4

“What'’s in a Name? Character, Identity, Ethnicity”
DEBORAH P. WORK 47
The names we choose for our children tell us something
about ourselves.



vi Contents

SELECTION §

“The Legacy of Generation N”  CHRISTY HAUBEGGER 56
The founder of Latina magazine says the United States of the twenty-
first century belongs to Latinos.

SELECTION 6

“My Spanish Standoff” GABRIELA KUNTZ 62
A mother of Peruvian descent decides not to teach her children
to speak Spanish.

SELECTION 7

“The Good Daughter” CAROLINE HWANG 68
As the child of immigrants, the author is torn between her parents’
dreams and her own.

SELECTION 8

“No Place Like Home” jENNIFER J. CRISPIN 75
Explaining where you come from can be difficult.

SELECTION 9

“Beyond the Gender Myths” MARGOT HORNBLOWER 81
First girls, then boys, had “special needs.” The better way: treat them
all as individuals.

SELECTION 10

“I Have a Dream” MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 89
King's speech given on August 28, 1963, still inspires people of all
races to dream of freedom and justice for all.

PART TWO
Rumblings in the Culture

SELECTION 11

“The Ritual of Fast Food” MARGARET VISSER 99
This author may tell you more than you know about
fast-food restaurants.

SELECTION 12

“Children Want Parents’ Attention” JEFF KUNERTH 106

What is behind school shootings? Parents who don't listen, according
to this author.



Contents vii

SELECTION 13

“Killings Show Moral Void That Psychology Cannot Fill”
BARBARA LERNER 113

Far from being the solution, psychology may be causing the problem.
SELECTION 14
“Why Do Students at U.S. Military-Base Schools Excel?”
WILLIAM RASPBERRY 120
The author offers a fresh insight into the argument over school reform.
SELECTION 15
“Seeking Spirituality in a Time of Tragedy” DONNA BRITT 126
The author explains why she left the church—and came back.
SELECTION 16
“In a Troubled World, the Cleavers Offer a Refuge” BiLL MAXWELL 133
A decades-old television series may still have something to teach us.
SELECTION 17
“Fading Erain TV” JAMES STERNGOLD 140
The traditional family sitcom is disappearing from the small screen.
SELECTION 18

“Cell Phones Destroy Solitude of Wilderness”
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 146
Want to take a quiet walk in the woods? Leave the phone at home.

SELECTION 19

“The IQ Meritocracy” NICHOLAS LEMANN 152
Our test-obsessed society has Binet and Terman to thank—
or to blame.

SELECTION 20

“The War on Tobacco: Where There’s Smoke, There’s Money”
DAVE BARRY 159
The author makes fun of the U.S. Justice Department’s lawsuit
against the tobacco industry.

PART THREE
Against All Odds

SELECTION 21 )
“I Saw Anne Frank Die” 1rMaA SONNENBERG MENKEL 167
At the age of 100, the author remembers the harrors of the
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.



viii Contents

SELECTION 22

“Back to School” ToM BODETT 173
The author remembers his first day at school and a lessan learned.

SELECTION 23

“How I Quit Smoking, IfI Really Did” HELEN PARRAMORE 180
Even after 31 years the author is still battling her addiction.

SELECTION 24

“Navigating My Eerie Landscape Alone” jimM BOBRYK 185
I'm blind, I carry a cane, but I'm a good person to know.

SELECTION 25

“A'Whole New Ball Game” BRANDI CHASTAIN 191
New contests breed new heroes. The women of the U.S. soccer team
are reminding Americans what sports are all about.

SELECTION 26

“Longevity and Livability” arcus J. TRESIDDER 196
A growing number of the aged are still full of vitality.

SELECTION 27

“A Drag Racer” DAN MORSE 202
Dave Benton strives hard to perfect a car that few people love.

SELECTION 28

“Watch for Huddling Spiders”
ELISABETH KAUFFMAN/CRAB ORCHARD 209

Helen Lane gets ready to pass on a lifetime of weather lore.

-

SELECTION 29

“Scholars and Descendants” KATHLEEN TELTSCH 214
Spanish Jews fled to the American West to escape religious persecution.

SELECTION 30

Chapter Three from The Grapes of Wrath  jouN STEINBECK 223
Readers find a message in a turtle’s struggle to cross a highway.

PART FOUR
Hard Questions

SELECTION 31

“My Long-Distance Life” nick suerr 231
From a child’s point of view, what is it like to have two families?



Contents

SELECTION 32

“Creating a New Form of Inequality” BARBARA DAFOE WHITEHEAD
How has the acceptance of divorce led to the weakening of the bonds
between parents and children?

SELECTION 33

“Have Today’s Schools Failed Male Students? paTRICIA DALTON
This author thinks educators are overlooking the needs of
ordinary boys.

SELECTION 34

“Harassment Camouflaged in an Area of Gray” ALYSIA BENNETT
What does a servicewoman do when she respects her commanding
officer but hates his sexist behavior?

SELECTION 35

Correspondence/Black & Middle Class: Both a Victim
of Racial Profiling—and a Practitioner STEVEN A. HOLMES
Has profiling criminal suspects outlived its usefulness?

SELECTION 36

“A $300 Solution to Organ-Donation Dilemma?”
ELLEN GOODMAN

The number of people requiring transplants has led to a shortage
of replacement organs.

SELECTION 37

“Some Dying Patients Need Help” CHARLES F. MCKHANN
Should physician-assisted suicide be legalized by the states? This
author answers “Yes.”

SELECTION 38

“Suicide Issue Diverts Us from the Real Problem” joanNNE LYyNN
This author answers “No” to the question of whether physician-
assisted suicide should be legalized.

SELECTION 39

“In Opposition to the Death Penalty” a.e.p.waiL
The author explains why he is opposed to the death penalty.

SELECTION 40

“In Defense of the Death Penalty” MARIANNE MEANS
We need to keep the death penalty, according to this author.

237

246

253

260

267

273

278

284

290



X Contents

PART FIVE
Grab Bag

SELECTION 41
“I Remember Masa” JOSE ANTONIO BURCIAGA
This selection may teach you some new uses for tortillas, a popular
Mexican food.
SELECTION 42
“Who Stole All the Words?” GRACE HOFFMAN
Vocabulary is not what it used to be according to this educator.
SELECTION 43
“The Dead Chameleon” ROBIN sTMMONS
The drama of life and death unfolds in a young woman’s mailbox.
SELECTION 44
“Children in the Woods” Barry LOPEZ
How can adults teach children about the natural world, this author
waonders.
SELECTION 45
“Are You a Careful Driver?” c.vaNTUNE
This lighthearted piece explains the difference between careful
driving and precision driving.
SELECTION 46
“Living Hand to Mouth” sSHARON BEGLEY
New research shows that gestures often help speakers access words
Jrom their memory banks.
SELECTION 47
“He Could Fill Book with Pithy Phrases” mike rovko
The author responds humorously to a request for a saying that
inspired him.
SELECTION 48

“Learning to Love Obsolescence” BRUCE STERLING
Today's new technologies are tomorrow's garbage, according to
this author.

SELECTION 49

“Christmas” ANNA QUINDLEN
A celebrated author writes a Christmas card for readers.

SELECTION 50

“Lemonade Vendors Feel the Squeeze” THOMAS M. KEANE JR.
Columpnist discusses the legalities of running a lemonade stand,

299

305

311

317

324

330

336

342

348

354



STARTING POINTS
o0&

QULDN'T IT BE WONDERFUL if you could open a book or turn to

the first page of an article with the confidence that not only
would you understand what you read but you would be able to re-
member the essential information? Wouldn't it be great if you could
prepare yourself for the reading so you could dive right in, without
procrastinating?

You can.

Two facts about reading will serve as starting points. First of all,
reading requires at least two people: you and the author. Think of
reading as a conversation with another person. When you have a con-
versation, you listen to someone else’s ideas, you think about them,
and you offer your own opinion. Sometimes you agree, sometimes
you disagree. When you do not understand some part of the conversa-
tion, you ask questions. Throughout the conversation, in the back of
your mind, you may be relating what you are hearing to what you al-
ready know about the topic. Reading is like that. Although you cannot
see or hear the author, you have his or her words on the page in front
of you. The conversation takes place in your mind, as you read. For ex-
ample, you may find yourself thinking “What does this word mean?”
or “Why does the author have this opinion?” In the back of your mind,
you may also be thinking about your own experiences that are similar
to those you are reading about.

Second, reading is a process. When you read, your brain takes in
information and either discards it or stores it for later use. What you

1



2 Starting Points

may not realize is that you can control this process. You can improve
your understanding and your memory by doing certain things before,
during, and after reading,.

Remember that reading is a conversation between you and the
author. To control the reading process, become actively involved in
the conversation. We call this active reading, and it can make all the
difference in your ability to understand, remember, and enjoy reading.

The next three sections tell you more about the readings in this
book and how to read them actively.

THE READINGS

This book takes you on a journey through the contemporary human
mind. The authors are from different cultural, national, and ethnic
backgrounds, and they write on a variety of topics and issues that are
of general interest. The readings come from books, magazines, news-
papers, and other sources. They range in length from short pieces to
longer selections. The readings are arranged in five units: Americans
in Transition, Rumblings in the Culture, Against All Odds, Hard Ques-
tions, and Grab Bag. The third discussion question following each se-
lection addresses one of the five themes.

The purpose of this collection is to provide you with a varied read-
ing experience and a chance to develop your own reading process.
Reading, like any other skill, takes time and practice. The readings in
this collection and the exercises that accompany the readings will
help you hone your existing skills and perhaps develop some new
ones as well.

THE READING PROCESS

Reading is the process of taking in, sorting, and storing information. If
you are reading passively—not paying attention, allowing yourself to
become distracted, letting your mind wander—you are not in control
of the process. As a result, you will not remember what you read. If you
are reading actively—concentrating, ignoring distractions, thinking
about the author’s ideas—you are in control. As a result, you are more
likely to understand and remember what you read. This section ex-
plains how the reading process works and what actions you can take
before, during, and after reading that will put you in control.
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Before Reading

At any given time, you are bombarded with all kinds of informa-
tion: It’s hot. I'm tired. The phone is ringing. I have to be at work at 3:00
eMm. What was I supposed to study for the test? These thoughts and oth-
ers like them are going through your mind when you sit down to read.
Therefore, unless you focus attention on the reading, your other thoughts
will dominate and have a negative effect on your comprehension.

To focus your attention, find out what you can about the author.
Then preview the selection by doing the following: First, read the title
to determine the author’s topic, and take a few minutes to explore
what you already know about it. Your prior knowledge may serve as a
context for the author’s ideas and expand your understanding. If you
have no prior knowledge on the topic, then ask questions such as
these to help you build context:

What can I find out about the topic?
How does the topic relate to what we are studying in class?
Have I read or heard anything related to the topic?

Next, read the first and last paragraph. One of these may contain a
stated purpose, a main idea, or a strong clue to one or the other. Fi-
nally, read any other information that may be available such as ques-
tions before or after the reading, or a list of vocabulary words and
definitions. If the selection is divided into sections with headings, read
them. Headings tell you the major divisions of the author’s topic and
may provide a strong clue to the author’s main idea or purpose.

As you can see, the reading process actually begins before you read.
Take an active step to clear your mind and set the stage for reading.

During Reading

Reading rarely proceeds smoothly from first word to last. College
reading especially introduces new ideas, unfamiliar words or terms,
and different styles of writing and methods of organization. Thus you
may get off to a good start, then find yourself backtracking, stopping
to look up the meaning of a word, or taking a few moments to think
about what you have read; This is as it should be.

What happens during the reading process is that your brain is
sorting the incoming information—separating the important from
the nonessential, relating what is new to what is already known, and
searching for the meanings of difficult words and sentences. If you are
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not paying attention, not actively engaging yourself in a conversation
with the author, you are interrupting this natural process.

Active reading strategies to use during reading include the follow-
ing: Read one paragraph at a time. Jot down in the margin or in a
notebook thoughts or questions that occur to you as you read. Pay
attention to the author’s choice of words. What do they tell you about
the author’s attitude or feeling toward the topic? If you did not identify
a purpose or main idea before reading, try to identify it during read-
ing. Pay attention to how the ideas are organized. Is the author mak-
ing comparisons, explaining steps in a process, narrating a series of
events, describing a place or a person? If you are able to identify a
main idea, find and mark the details that support or expand it. Ask
yourself which of these details are the most significant. Think about
the ideas and how they relate to what you already know or need to find
out about the author’s topic.

As you can see, the key to reading actively is to read for ideas and
to discover which ideas are more important than others. When all else
fails, keep going back to the title and first paragraph. Often these are
your strongest clues to the author’s overall topic or main idea.

After Reading

As soon as you finish reading, you begin rget. The more-time
passes; The less you remember—iunless you take active steps to pre-

vent forg‘t‘tm{l?lie a Computer, your brain can only store what you
telf Tt tosave. This is why review is so important.

Review is the key to remembering. Review immediately after read-
ing while the ideas are still fresh in your mind. If you know you will be
tested on the information, review frequently thereafter to refresh your
memory. This will prevent you from spending the night before a test
cramining, or from drawing a blank during class discussions.

A good way' to rev1ew is to try this three-step strategy: think, write,
can use the mformatlon or apply it in your everyday life. Second, write
asummary of the information. (A summary is a few sentences, in your
own words, that express an author’s main idea and significant details.)
Third, discuss the reading with a study partner or group. By sharing
your thoughts with others, you may get new insights or fill in gaps in
your understanding, In addition, writing and d1scussmg?r€éte new
Semsory pathways into your memory.

“Table 1 summarizes the reading process and active reading strate-
gies explained in this section.
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TABLE 1 The Reading Process and Strategies for Active Reading

Stages of the Process Active-Reading Strategies to Use Anytime

BEFORE READING Read title and first and last paragraphs.
Determine topic, main idea, purpose, and pattern.
Access prior knowledge about topic.
Read any headings for clues.
Ask questions to guide thinking.

DURING READING Read one paragraph at a time.
Jot notes in margin.
Ask questions to guide reading.
Affirm or rethink author's topic, main idea, purpose, and
pattern.
Mark significant details.
Think about the author's ideas and relate them to what
you know.
AFTER READING Review immediately after reading, then frequently thereafter.
Think about what you have Iearned’a‘m%w'%u an use
the information.
Summarize what you have read in writing, or talk about it
with a study group.

PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR THE READINGS

The exercises and information that accompany each reading are de-
signed to help you apply active reading strategies before, during, and
after reading. Through consistent use of these strategies, you will de-
velop a reading process that will lead to successful outcomes in all
your reading.

For a brief overview, Table 2 breaks down the reading process as
applied to the readings in this book and lists the exercises to do or in-
formation to read at each stage.

Before You Read

First Thoughts is an exercise that helps you build a context for the
reading. By answering the questions you will find out what you al-
questlons in your mind that enable you fo enter into a mental CGAVEE-
sation with the author.

The headnoté dt the beginning of each reading may provide infor-
mation about the author, the reading, or both. This information along
with the definitions in Word Alert, a vocabulary feature, provides addi-
tional ideas for you to think about before reading.



