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Preface

t is our privilege and pleasure to edit this volume, compiled in honor
Iof someone we are proud to claim as a valued colleague and a close per-
sonal friend, Urie Bronfenbrenner. Most developmentalists need no re-
minder of Urie’s outstanding contributions to the enhancement of human
development, as a teacher, as a scholar, and as a major contributor to so-
cial policy development. His insights and ideas have been recognized, ac-
claimed, and acted on, not only in the United States, but throughout the
world.

We hope this book will serve a variety of readerships: students who
seek an introduction to the ecological and life course theoretical ap-
proaches; established scholars who want an overview of advances in the
field; researchers who are interested in multilevel, multidimensional ap-
proaches to human development; and admirers of Urie Bronfenbrenner
who want both a tribute to him and an assessment of his contributions.
We believe this volume will serve as testimony to Urie’s lifetime of work
but also as an intellectual challenge to the social and behavioral science
community to engage and extend his evolving theoretical paradigm.

Each of the editors has benefited from lively scholarly exchange with
Urie Bronfenbrenner over the years. Phyllis Moen has been fortunate to
occupy the office across the hall from Urie’s office since she came to Cor-
nell in 1978. His was always an open, and welcoming, door. Over the years,
she has found her attention to the links between policy and research
heightened by Urie’s proximity and provocation. Bronfenbrenner has af-
firmed Moen’s comparative approach to social policy, making clear that
the United States has much to learn from the experiences of other nations
grappling with similar social, economic, and demographic revolutions in
their own societies. Urie always reminds her that the ways American so-
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ciety has responded to these challenges differ both in scope and style from
the responses of other societies. Bronfenbrenner has also encouraged
Moen to investigate the two halves of the life course, a step now begun
with her chapter (with Mary Ann Erickson; 6) in this volume.

Glen Elder’s intellectual journey with Urie began during his graduate
work (circa 1960) at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and it
has continued with growing intensity over more than 3 decades. He vis-
ited Cornell during the early 1960s in the fond hope that a faculty post
would somehow materialize, and it did, but only after 20 more years—a
period in which he devised a life course approach to human development
while serving on the faculties of University of California, Berkeley, and
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. For over 5 marvelous years, he
was Urie’s departmental colleague and a grateful recipient of his wise coun-
sel and collaboration on teaching ventures, including an unforgettable
codirected graduate seminar on human development in the spring of 1984.
That was a special moment, but his shared intellectual journey with Urie
has provided many others right up to the present. When Glen returned to
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and helped to establish (with
Robert Cairns) the Carolina Consortium on Human Development, Urie
became a founding member of the advisory board and has frequently vis-
ited the Consortium proseminar.

Kurt Liischer first met Urie 30 years ago, at the centennial celebration
for Cornell University. A central theme of their ongoing discussions since
then, the conceptualization of knowledge and beliefs, is reflected in his
chapter (17) in this volume. Liischer had the great privilege of editing
some of Bronfenbrenner’s major writings for publication in German, in-
cluding an edited volume incorporating his intellectual biography pub-
lished in 1976. Urie was instrumental in introducing Liischer to the field
of childhood socialization and family research, and he encouraged Liischer
to become concerned about social policy for children and families. Bron-
fenbrenner has served on the Scientific Advisory Committee for the Kon-
stanz Center “Society and Family” since its founding by Kurt Liischer in
1990.

A key theme in Urie’s work is context, and an important context of
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this book is its origins. Those origins can be traced back to the Second
Konstanz Symposium on “Society and Family,” held in the fall of 1991, in
which all three of us participated. At that time, the three of us came to-
gether to discuss how we might best celebrate Urie’s distinguished career
and intellectual contributions to the field. The seeds planted then have
borne an abundance of intellectual fruit, as evident in the quality of the
chapters included here.

Early drafts were presented at a symposium in honor of Urie Bron-
fenbrenner, organized by the Cornell Life Course Institute and sponsored
by the Institute, the College of Human Ecology, and the Research Direc-
torate of the American Psychological Association. It was held at Cornell
University in September 1993. The symposium and, consequently, the vol-
ume offer a reflective assessment and refinement of the ecology of human
development. Each contribution builds on Urie’s work while at the same
time departing from his work to pursue disparate themes.

The symposium furnished the context for each chapter. After long dis-
cussions, we agreed to keep the flavor of oral presentations in the chap-
ters. This makes them more interesting to read, engaging the reader in a
free flow of thinking. The original contributions to the symposium have
been revised by the authors, however, with many of the reformulations
sparked by active discussions among the authors. Other chapters were
written by invited participants who were unable to attend the symposium
but who wished to contribute to the intellectual exchange regarding Bron-
fenbrenner’s work.

Still another context of both the symposium and the volume is the
Life Course Institute at Cornell. In 1995, in recognition of Urie’s scholar-
ship and leadership in linking fundamental research with social policy,
Cornell University renamed the institute the Bronfenbrenner Life Course
Center. The creation of the center continues the Cornell tradition, as a
land grant university, of combining scientific theory with practice, and ba-
sic research with policy analysis, a tradition epitomized by the work of
Urie Bronfenbrenner and his legacy of problem-solving research.

We are most grateful to the many people who contributed to orga-
nizing the symposium and to editing this volume. First, thanks are due to
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Donna Dempster-McClain, Assistant Director of the Bronfenbrenner Life
Course Center, who oversaw the myriad of logistic details ensuring the
success of the symposium. She was admirably assisted by Heather Quick,
Shauna Handrahan, and Irene Pytcher. Heather Quick has also provided
valuable assistance in preparing this volume. Thanks also are due to Dean
Francille Firebaugh of the College of Human Ecology for her encourage-
ment and financial support and to the American Psychological Associa-
tion for underwriting this effort.

Support is also acknowledged by the College of Human Ecology at
Cornell University, Hatch Funding from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (NYC 321420), the National Institute on Aging (R01-AG05450), Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health (MH 41327, MH 43270, and MH 51361),
a contract with the U.S. Army Research Institute, a grant from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Merit Review Program, research support from
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Program for Suc-
cessful Adolescent Development Among Youth in High-Risk Settings, and
a Research Scientist Award for Glen H. Elder, Jr. (MH 00567).

PHyrLIs MOEN, GLEN H. ELDER, Jr., AND KURT LUSCHER
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About Urie

Urie Bronfenbrenner is the Jacob Gould Schurman Professor Emeritus of
Human Development and Family Studies and of Psychology at Cornell
University. Author of the acclaimed Ecology of Human Development (Har-
vard University Press, 1979) and one of the founders of Head Start, he is
also the recipient of numerous awards, including the G. Stanley Hall Medal

awarded by the American Psychological Association and the Outstanding
Achievement Award from the University of Michigan, as well as the James
McKeen Cattell Fellow Award for 1993 from the American Psychological
Society. He has recently been selected as a foreign member of the Russian
Academy of Education in recognition for his “outstanding contributions
in psychology and ecology.”
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He graduated from Cornell University in 1938, receiving a dual de-
gree in psychology and music. He earned his master’s in psychology from
Harvard University before entering the University of Michigan, from
which he received his doctorate in developmental psychology in 1942. Af-
ter serving as a psychologist in the U.S. Army/Air Force during World War
I1, Urie returned to Cornell to teach in 1948.

Urie Bronfenbrenner is the author, coauthor, or editor of 13 books and
more than 300 articles, most notably Two Worlds of Childhood: U.S. and
U.S.S.R. and The Ecology of Human Development. (See the Appendix for a
listing of his published writings.) He is internationally renowned for his
cross-cultural studies and is a recipient of honorary degrees worldwide.

Urie has served on innumerable committees dealing with the need for
and nature of public policy on children and families in the United States,
as well as abroad. Since the early 1960s, when his testimony to commit-
tees of the Congress prepared the way for Project Head Start, he has pub-
lished a continuing series of articles and chapters.

In addition to his intense dedication to his students and his contri-
butions to theory, to more rigorous research designs, and to public pol-
icy, Urie counts high among his achievements his 51-year marriage to artist
Liese Price Bronfenbrenner. He is the father of 6 children and has, to date,
11 grandchildren.
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