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Axp THOU, BELOVED COMPANION, ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF THESE
FLOWERS, REJOICE WITH ME, CAST OUT FEARS, FOR IF PLEASURE

ENDS WITH LIFE SO ALSO DOES PAIN. . . .
7 7 7

I FEAR NO OBLIVION FOR THY JUST DEEDS, STANDING AS THOU
DOST IN THY PLACE APPOINTED BY THE SUPREME LOrRD or AlLL,
WHO GOVERNS ALL THINGS.

7 7 - 4

ALL THE BARTH IS A GRAVE AND NAUGHT ESCAPES IT; NOTH-
ING IS SO PERFECT THAT IT DOES NOT FALL AND DISAPPEAR. THE
RIVERS, BROOKS, FOUNTAINS, AND WATERS FLOW ON AND NEVER
RETURN TO THEIR JOYOUS BEGINNINGS, THEY HASTEN ON TO THE
VAST REALMS OF TLALOC AND THE WIDER THEY SPREAD BETWEEN
THEIR MARGES THE MORE RAPIDLY DO THEY MOULD THEIR OWN
SEPULCHRAL URNS. THAT WHICH WAS YESTERDAY IS NOT TODAY ]
AND LET NOT THAT WHICH IS TO-DAY TRUST TO LIVE TO-MORROW.

Nezahualcoyotl, the famous literary light of the Aztecs, died forty-seven

years before the Cortesian conquest. The above excerpts from his poetry

were translated by Herbert Joseph Spinden and were published by the Forum

in its issue of September, 1925, in Dr. Spinden’s article “ What 1s Civilization ?
The Answer of Ancient America.”




PREFACE

This volume has been prepared to meet the need for collateral
readings in Hispanic American history. It is meant to be one
more tool in the study of that subject. It has been my pur-
pose to impress upon the student the wealth and variety of
materials of which Dr. Robertson treats in the introduction;
for his statement that the editor *"has suffered from an embar-
rassment of riches” 1s more than a mere figure of speech: it is
the statement of a fact. The materials in the various archives
of which he writes, added to those which have already been
made available, are well-nigh inexhaustible. In this collection
I have freely culled from a variety of sources: from royal
decrees and instructions; from laws and decrees of legislative
bodies; from official and semiofficial reports; from addresses;
from proclamations; from declarations of independence ; from
treaties; from awards of arbitrators; from diplomatic corre-
spondence ; from memoirs; from diaries; from letters; from
observations of travelers, etc. I hope that the readings will
help to arouse a sustaining interest in this field of study, and
that there will be those who will dedicate their lives and tal-
ents to a search for truth in the Elysian fields of Hispanic
American history.

It has been my plan to place the greatest emphasis on the
documents themselves. For that reason the explanatory ma-
terials have in most instances been purposely made brief. This
volume is not intended as a history text ; it 1s a modest selection
of sources from which history may be made. They are merely
intended to do what all readings should do: «id in illuminating
and enlivening the lextual narrative. 1 have not thought it neces-
sary to provide either a separate bibliography or a set of sug-
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Vi HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORY

gestions of how to use these materials. The first can be taken
care of by the syllabi, the textbooks, and the monographs which
have already been published or which will shortly be published ;
the second can safely be left to the instructor himself. A glossary
giving briefly the meaning of the foreign words and phrases
which appear in the book has, however, been appended. A
word must be said about the documents themselves. The two
selections from Prescott (Nos. 22 and 23) were translated for
this collection. The others were taken from materials already
published. I have not thought it feasible to tamper in any way
with these. 1 have taken great care, therefore, to reproduce
them faithfully. That errors will have crept in is unavoidable.
1 shall be glad to have attention called to these, so that correc-
tions can be made in a future revised edition.

I desire to express my appreciation of the friendly manner in
which authors and publishers have responded to requests for
permission to incorporate materials over which they have con-
trol. The acknowledgments to each and every one from whom
materials have been selected are made in their proper place and
in their proper form, but I must add that I have met with a
most generous response from all concerned.

. The number of co-workers from whom I have constantly
received aid and assistance in the preparation of this work is
naturally very large. I shall name only those who have rendered
the greatest services. I am under lasting indebtedness to that
prince among historical scholars Dr. Herbert Eugene Bolton.
Without his kindly sympathy and unfailing support it would
have been impossible to undertake this work. It was to him
that I first took my problems, and it is to him that I have freely
gone ever since. I owe to that other prince among the scholars
of our field, Dr. James Alexander Robertson, my grateful thanks.
He has given generously of his time and thought to make the
work a success. I am especially grateful to him for the excellent
introduction which he was kind enough to write for this volume.
The other member of this inner trio is Dr. Isaac Joslin Cox.
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He has read the greater part of the manuscript. I want to thank
him for kindly but invaluable criticisms. I also owe a word of
grateful appreciation for kindly and sympathetic support to
Dr. Mary Wilhelmina Williams, Dr. Herbert Ingram Priestley,
Dr. Charles E. Chapman, Dr. J. Fred Rippy, and Dr. Charles
Wilson Hackett. The unfailing courtesy and intelligent assist-
ance of the members of the staff of the library of the University
of Pittsburgh and of the Carnegie Public Library of Pittsburgh
have greatly facilitated the work. I wish especially to mention
by name Mr. J. Howard Dice, the librarian of the University of
Pittsburgh, and Miss Irene Stewart, the reference librarian of
the Carnegie Public Library of Pittsburgh.

To my wife, Hilma Willd Cleven, I am under great obliga-
tions for her kindly and considerate cooperation. It would have
been impossible to do the work without her constant, vigilant,

and intelligent support.
N. A. N. CLEVEN



INTRODUCTION

One of the strangest things in the world, yet, after all, one of
the most natural, is the sureness with which Time drives his
bargains and forces an interest in historical movements. Who
would have had the rashness, even as late as a quarter of a
century ago, to predict the present widespread interest in the
United States in the history of the Hispanic American coun-
tries? Of course it would be an exaggeration to assert that
interest in those countries is an entirely new thing, for most de-
cidedly it is not. But that interest was of the few rather than
of the many. Few students, a comparatively short while ago,
thought of majoring in the history of the lands south of the
Anglo-Saxon republic. Today it is a commonplace. Not only
has the history of Hispanic America become a main study, but
in ever-increasing proportion men and women are making its
teaching their life work.

It is easy to account for this deepening of interest. It has
come about through the rapid development during the last fifty
years of the Hispanic American countries. The old interest in
Hispanic America was in large measure dependent on its Euro-
pean beginnings and background. Now, while these European
beginnings are even more intensively studied than formerly, we
are led to that study rather because of the Hispanic American
countries themselves. That is to say, those countries have them-
selves become entities. The European expression has become
subordinated to the American expression.

During the period when Hispanic American patriots were
struggling in the field and in parliamentary halls for their in-
dependence, statesmen and politicians in the United States, as

well as the people at large (if these last thought about the matter
Xvii
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at all), were sympathetic toward aspirations they could so well
understand. When independence was achieved the people of
this country were not slow in expressing their satisfaction.
Diplomatic relations between this country and the new states
tended to bring about closer acquaintance. Commercial rela-
tions did still more. We were prone, however, to look askance
at the new countries and perhaps smile a bit at the efforts toward
self-government, and to predict that frequent revolutions and
dictatorships would end in anarchy and ruin; and unfortu-
nately we have not yet entirely escaped from that idea, so slowly
do prepossessions vanish. But by and by we saw in some
countries a greater stability, a greater sense of sureness, a more
perfect solving of government ideals and practical life. And
then we saw countries arise which are daily acquiring added
dignity and influence throughout the world. We saw the build-
ing of beautiful cities. We witnessed the birth of strong litera-
tures and the coming of graceful poets. We saw men of all sorts
come forth in these countries who would take a foremost place
among any people the world over — great thinkers, great law-
yers, great lawgivers, and others. All this we saw and much
more. And, above all, we saw the Hispanic beginnings of parts
of our own country more clearly, and we began to read our own
history more accurately. Then, too, we began to talk in terms
of Pan-Americanism and, in general, to take Hispanic Ameri-
can countries more seriously. We began to watch events more
closely and to see that reactions are not confined necessarily to
the borders of a single country. And all this time an expanding
commerce was working in favor of better acquaintance. It was
daily becoming more advantageous to know something of the
countries that lie at our door.

All these were Time’s tools in the evolution of the study of
Hispanic America. It is probably true that outside of a few of
the educational institutions in the United States in which the
earliest courses for the study of the history of Hispanic America
were inaugurated, the commercial factor was of most weight in
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leading to such instruction. At the present time, however, the
study has been more nearly placed on a purely cultural basis.
From a very slender beginning the multiplication of courses has
progressed so rapidly that the Pan-American Union has recently
distributed a questionnaire among universities, colleges, and
normal schools in an endeavor to ascertain where Hispanic
American history is taught and how it is taught. Doubtless the
next few years will see regular courses introduced into many
more institutions.

A quarter of a century ago students were feeling their way
along somewhat blindly. Comparatively few of the instructors
themselves had studied in the Archivo General de Indias or other
archives of Spain, much less in those of any Hispanic American
country. There were no textbooks on Hispanic America, and
instructors were at a loss in presenting their material. Perforce
the lecture method had to be adopted with requirements for
outside reading, which varied according to the resources of the
libraries of the different institutions. It was unusual to find the
earlier books outside the largest libraries, and secondary books
formed the chief readings in most institutions.

But the increasing importance of the study demanded more
tools, and a few years ago we had our first textbooks. Teaching
has also been simplified through the publication of many excel-
lent monographs and a number of excellent syllabi. The next
development has come with the publication of this book of read-
ings which has been compiled by Professor Cleven, and to which
he has been good enough (o ask me to write this introduction.
That a book of this nature can find a publisher is proof of the
development of this study. It is highly doubtful whether 1t
could have been published ten years ago. This means that the
study of Hispanic American history is on a firm and expanding
basis. This book furnishes to teacher and student alike a tool
of importance, the lack of which has long been felt.

I doubt whether any book of collateral readings can entirely
satisfy every person. Teachers, like other human beings, have
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their frailties and special likings; and doubtless some will
wonder why this or that document was included at the expense
of another document. Lack of space has something to do with
the omission of many documents in this book. Professor Cleven
has suffered from an embarrassment of riches, and yet in the
face of this difficulty he has accomplished his task in an ad-
mirable manner. It has been no slight labor to examine the vast
amount of material that he has had to turn over, and he has
doubtless suffered those pangs that the student so often experi-
ences at having to discard some much-loved material, not be-
cause it was irrelevant but because of physical limitations. The
table of contents shows the wide extent of his reading, the
patience he has had to exercise, and the discrimination with
which he has made his selections. In the compass of this book
he gives an orderly arrangement of documents touching all
phases of Hispanic American history. That the volume will
prove a great help to all students of this branch of history, as
well as to teachers, is certain. Indeed, it is not too much to say
that this book of documents creates a new epoch in the study
of Hispanic American history.

JAMES ALEXANDER ROBERTSON
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