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PREFACE

The 4th USSR-FRG Symposium on Chemistry of Peptides and Pro-

teins took place in June 1982 in Tlbingen.

The growing interest in all aspects of biologically active
peptides is very well reflected in the topics discussed during
the symposium. The molecular and structural basis for the bio-
logical activity of polypeptides has attracted the increasing
interest of peptide chemistry. Many contributions are devoted
especially to the fields of neurochemistry, neurotoxicology,
immunology and membrane-active peptides and proteins. The iso-
lation and structure analysis of new, biologically active pep-
tides has entered a new era with the increasing sensitivity

of the methods now available. Structure elucidation with a
minimal amount of substance is no longer a dream. This minia-
turization of methods is also important for gene technology
and it seems as if the problems and progress in gene technology

will give new impulses also to peptide chemistry.

The synthesis of polypeptides still poses problems despite the
progress in this field, and the improved arsenal of methods

for purity control steadily reveals new insights. For the first
time the semisynthesis of peptides may reach production scale,

as the papers on the semisynthesis of insulin show.

This symposium gives an excellent overview of the status of
peptide chemistry. It should be mentioned that lively and open
discussions both in and outside the lecture halls contributed
to the success of the symposium. At this meeting many young
scientists from the USSR and the FRG had the opportunity of
participation for the first time. This certainly is important

for the promotion of better understanding between the countries.
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The organizers of the symposium gratefully acknowledge the
generous support and sponsorship given by the Deutsche For-
schungsgemeinschaft and the Soviet Academy of Sciences and
they hope that this important and fruitful series of symposia

can be continued for the benefit of the scientific community

working in this field.

For the Editors
E. Bayer
Tlibingen, February 1984
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