


Genuine Silhouette
sterling silver bookmark
for only $15.95!

What a beautiful way to hold your place in your current
romance! This genuine sterling silver bookmark, with the
distinctive Silhouette
symbol in elegant

black, measures

12" long and 1" wide.

It makes a beautiful

gift for yourself, and

for every romantic you
know! And, at only
$15.95 each, including
all postage and handling
charges, youw’ll want to
order several now, while
supplies last.

Send your name and address with check or money
order for $15.95 per bookmark ordered to
Simon & Schuster Enterprises
120 Brighton Rd., P.O. Box 5020
Clifton, N.J. 07012
Attn: Bookmark

Bookmarks can be ordered pre-paid only. No

charges will be accepted. Please allow 4-6 weeks for
delivery. '

N.Y. State Residents
Please Add Sales Tax



itthoeett

IT’S YOUR OWN SPECIAL TIME

wrearce)

Contemporary romanices for todays women.
Each month, six very special love stories will be yours
Sfrom SILHOUETTE.

[J 100 Stanford
1 101 Hardy
(1 102 Hastings
3103 Cork
1104 Vitek

[J 105 Eden

[] 106 Dailey

[1 107 Bright

[J 108 Hampson
3109 Vernon
[ 110 Trent

(3 111 South
[J 112 Stanford
[ 113 Browning
[J 114 Michaels
[ 115 John

[ 116 Lindley
1117 Scott

[J 118 Dailey

(J 119 Hampson
1120 Carroll
0 121 Langan
[ 122 Scofield
[ 123 Sinclair
] 124 Beckman
[ 125 Bright

(] 126 St. George

$1.75 each

[C) 127 Roberts
(] 128 Hampson
[J 129 Converse
(] 130 Hardy

[1 131 Stanford
] 132 Wisdom
[Z1133 Rowe

[1 134 Charles
[J 135 Logan
[C] 136 Hampson
[C1 137 Hunter
[J 138 Wilson
[1 139 Vitek

[] 140 Erskine
[T] 142 Browning
[ 143 Roberts
(] 144 Goforth
[ 145 Hope

(] 146 Michaels
[T 147 Hampson
1148 Cork

1 149 Saunders
1150 Major

7 151 Hampson
[7 152 Halston
] 153 Dailey

[ 154 Beckman

1 155 Hampson
[J 156 Sawyer
[ 157 Vitek

(] 158 Reynolds
] 159 Tracy

[ 160 Hampson
] 161 Trent

[J 162 Ashby
{7 163 Roberts
[J 164 Browning
] 165 Young
[J 166 Wisdom
(] 167 Hunter
[] 168 Carr

[J 169 Scott

[J 170 Ripy

J 171 Hill

[J 172 Browning
1173 Camp

[ 174 Sinclair
[J 175 Jarrett
[J 176 Vitek
(7177 Dailey

(] 178 Hampson
[] 179 Beckman
(J 180 Roberts
1181 Terrill

[ 182 Clay

] 183 Stanley
[ 184 Hardy

[[1 185 Hampson
[] 186 Howard
[J 187 Scott

] 188 Cork

] 189 Stephens
[J 190 Hampson
] 191 Browning
1192 John

(] 193 Trent

[] 194 Barry

[J 195 Dailey

(] 196 Hampson
[[1 197 Summers
[ 198 Hunter
(1 199 Roberts
[ 200 Lloyd

[J 201 Starr

[J 202 Hampson
[C] 203 Browning
[J 204 Carroll
] 205 Maxam
[[J 206 Manning
[ 207 Windham
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[] 208 Halston
] 209 LaDame
[ 210 Eden

[J 211 Walters
[J 212 Young

] 213 Dailey

[] 214 Hampson
[ 215 Roberis
[ 216 Saunders
[ 217 Vitek

[J 218 Hunter
[1219 Cork

[J 220 Hampson
[1 221 Browning
[J 222 Carroll
[J 223 Summers
[J 224 Langan

IT'S YOUR OWN SPECIAL TIME
Contemporary romances [or todavs women.
Each month, siv very special love stories will be yours
Srom SILHOUETTE. Look for them wherever books are sold
or order now from the coupon belou:

$1.95 each

[J 225 St. George
[1 226 Hamson
[] 227 Beckman
[[] 228 King

[J 229 Thornton
(] 230 Stevens
{71 231 Dailey

[] 232 Hampson
[ 233 Vemnon
[J 234 Smith

(1 235 James
[ 236 Maxam
[ 237 Wilson
] 238 Cork
1239 McKay
[1 240 Hunter
[ 241 Wisdom

[C] 242 Brooke

[[1 243 Saunders
(] 244 Sinclair

] 245 Trent

7] 246 Carroll

(] 247 Halldorson
[[] 248 St. George
(] 249 Scofield
[[] 250 Hampson
[ 251 Wilson

[ 252 Roberts
[ 253 James

[] 254 Palmer

] 255 Smith

[1] 256 Hampson
[] 257 Hunter

[[] 258 Ashby

[J 259 English
[ 260 Martin
[ 261 Saunders
[J 262 John

[ 263 Wilson
] 264 Vine

] 265 Adams
[] 266 Trent

] 267 Chase

[J 268 Hunter
[C1 269 Smith

[J 270 Camp
[1 271 Allison
] 272 Forrest
[ 273 Beckman

SILHOUETTE BOOKS, Department SB/

1230 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

Please send me the books | have

(please add 75¢
add appropriate

to cover postage
sales tax). Send

please. Allow six weeks for delivery,

NAME

checked above. lamenclosing $____
and handling. NYS and NYC residents please
check or money order—no cash or C.0.Ds

ADDRESS

cry

STATE/ZIP
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E For the woman who é{éi

expects a little more oubfdo[ love,
get Silhouette Special Edition.

Take 4 books free—no strings attached,

If you yearn to experience more passion and pleasure in your romance
reading ... to share even the most private moments of romance and
sensual love between spirited heroines and their ardent lovers, then
Sithouette Special Edition has everything you've been looking for.

Get 6 books each month before they are available anywhere else!

Act now and we'll send you four exciting Silhouette Special Edition
romance novels. They’re our gift to introduce you to our convenient
home subscription service. Every month, we’ll send you six new pas-
sion-filled Special Edition books. Look them over for 15 days. If you
keep them, pay just $11.70 for all six. Or return them at no charge.

. We'll mail your books to you mwo full months before they are avail-
able anywhereelse. Plus, withevery shipment, you'lireceivethe Silhouette
Books Newsletter absolutely free. And with Silhouette Special Edition
there are never any shipping or handling charges.

Mail the coupon today to get your four free books — and more
romance than you ever bargained for.

Silhouette Special Edition is a service mark and a registered trademark
of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

= == = —— MAIL COUPON TODAY == = _l

Silhouette Special Edition®
120 Brighton Road, PO. Box 5020, Clifton, N. J. 67015
0 Yes, please send me FREE and without obligation, 4 exciting Silhouette Special

I Edition romance novels. Unless you hear from me after [ receive my 4 FREE BOOKS, I
please send me 6 new books to preview each month. [ understand that you will bill me

' Just $1.95 each for a total of $11.70— with no additional shipping, handling or other l
charges. There is no minimum number of books that I must buy, and I can cancel
anytime I wish. The first 4 books are mine to keep, even if I never take a single

| additional book. I

I O Mrs. OMiss OMs. OMr BSR1R4 |

' Name (please print) l

l Address Apt. No. I

I Ciry State Zip I
Signature (If under 18, parent or guardian must sign.)

I This offer, limited to one per customer, expires July 31, 1984. Terms and prices subject '

l to change. Your enrollment is subject to acceptance by Simon & Schuster Enterprises,



READERS’ COMMENTS ON
SILHOUETTE ROMANCES:

“The best time of my day is when I put my children
to bed at naptime and sit down to read a Silhouette

Romance. Keep up the good work.”
P.M.*, Allegan, MI

“I am very fond of the quality of your Silhouette
Romances. They are so real. I have tried to read
some of the other romances, but [ always come back
to Silhouette.”

C.S., Mechanicsburg, PA

“I feel that Silhouette Books offer a wider choice
and/or variety than any of the other romance books

available.”
R.R., Aberdeen, WA

“I have enjoyed reading Silhouette Romances for
many years now. They are light and refreshing. You
can always put yourself in the main characters’ place,
feeling alive and beautiful.”

JIM.K., San Antonio, TX

“My boyfriend always teases me about Silhouette
Books. He asks me, how’s my love life and naturally
I say terrific, but I tell him that there is always room
for a little more romance from Silhouette.”

EN., Ontario, Canada

*names available on request



“You're Provoking Me, Polly,”

he warned in a silken voice.

“It’s a good thing for me you’re too much of
a gentleman to do anything about it,” she
answered pertly.

First Ben stopped walking, then he tightened
his hold on her hand. Before Polly realized
what he was going to do, he pulled her into
his arms and kissed her fully and passionately
on the lips.

She was reluctant to push him away, but as
headlight beams picked out their silhouette,
she withdrew her hands from his neck. She
had no memory of having put them there.

“Someone’s coming,” she said.

He looked into her eyes and laughed. “Fancy
your caring about that,”

- 1

JOAN SMITH

has written many Regency romances, but likes
working with the greater freedom of contempo-
raries. She also enjoys mysteries and Gothics,
collects Japanese porcelain and is a passionate

gardener. A native of Canada, she is the mother
of three.



Dear Reader:

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for all
your support and encouragement of Silhouette Ro-
mances.

Many of you write in regularly, telling us what you
like best about Silhouette, which authors are your
favorites. This is a tremendous help to us as we strive
to publish the best contemporary romances possible.

All the romances from Silhouette Books are for you,
so enjoy this book and the many stories to come.

Karen Solem
Editor-in-Chief
Silhouette Books
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Silhouette Books by Joan Smith

Next Year's Blonde (ROM #234)
Caprice (ROM #255)
From Now On (ROM #269)

SILHOUETTE BOOKS, a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020

Copyright © 1984 by Joan Smith

Distributed by Pocket Books

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce
this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever.
For information address Silhouette Books, 1230
Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020
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First Silhouette Books printing January, 1984
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Map by Ray Lundgren

SILHOUETTE, SILHOUETTE ROMANCE and colophon are
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America’s Publisher of Contemporary Romance
Printed in the U.S.A.
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For My Niece,
Paula
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Chapter One

It was hot in New York. For two weeks the sun had
baked the pavements till heat bounced off them, strik-
ing pedestrians in the face as they trudged wearily
homeward.

“Look at the funny little waves coming up from the
street,” Laurie Winters said to her half sister.

“Striations,” Polly replied, frowning at them.

(‘Huh?’7

“They’re called striations. Caused by the heat from
the sidewalks moving the air,” Polly said.

“Gee, it’s nice to have a smart sister.”

“It would be even nicer to get out of this sun.
Honestly, if this heat wave doesn’t break soon, I'm
going back to California,” Polly complained, as they
straggled towards the door of their apartment building.
“California was cold compared to this. Everybody
warned us about the snow here. I'd like to get a look at
it. Thank God it’s Friday. I'm going to get into a

9



10 FROM NOW ON

bathing suit and not budge from the pool till Monday
morning.”

“Not this weekend,” Lauri reminded her. “Iggie has
invited us to his cottage in Massachusetts, remember?”

“Invited you, you mean. I'll be a third wheel,
probably drawing water from some well by hand, and
washing dishes, while you two gad about in a leaky
canoe. Let’s face it, any cottage owned by Iggie Chis-
holm’s family is going to be a slum. His apartment is a
shambles. He doesn’t own a shirt and tie. His car—
well, if you want to call that twisted bit of rusty metal a
car, you can call me the Queen of Sheba,” Polly said,
entering, with a sigh of relief, the air-conditioned
building on Park Avenue where the girls lived.

It was a handsome building for two girls whose
combined salaries would hardly rent a room in the
Bronx. Polly was employed as a proofreader by a lurid
pulp scandal sheet that called itself a magazine. It was
her hope to enter the legitimate field of publishing, but
as that appeared to be the desire of several thousands
of other graduates of English literature courses as well,
she took what she could get and blushed every time she
had to acknowledge her employer’s name. The paper
was called Fact, but published mainly fiction based on
rumors of dubious authenticity about the great and
near great. Their circulation was large, but their profit
was small due to the number of libel cases in which they
were found guilty.

Her younger half sister, Laurie, was much more
respectably employed as receptionist at the Stracham
Endowment Agency, which the prestigious Stracham
family had set up to help it disburse its embarrassingly
large surplus of funds. Laurie, being a very pretty
blonde with green eyes, had some vague ambition of
going on the stage one day, but as her real desire was
certainly marriage, she did not pursue this nebulous
goal with the required determination.
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“Whose turn is it to cook?” Polly asked, breathing
deeply of the cool, clean air in the apartment as she
wilted onto a cream plush sofa.

“My turn.” Laurie sighed. “Do you want me to order
a pizza, or shall I put something frozen into the oven?”

“What'’s in the refrigerator?” Polly asked, without
much interest. It was really too hot to eat.

Laurie went to the kitchen and called back the
unlikely choices. “Salami, some Camembert cheese,
frozen lobster, salad stuff, eggs, bacon, steaks. ..
frozen solid as rocks.”

““Any avocados in the kitchen?”” Polly called back.

“Yes, two turned brown and one black, with wet
marks on it. You shouldn’t have bought so many. They
smell funny. Shall I throw them out?”

“Might as well. I'll order a pizza,” Polly said, and
picked up the phone.

The phone was white and gold. The table on which it
rested was French Provincial. The carpet was Persian,
and on the largest wall hung an original painting whose
price, if anyone had been rude enough to inquire, could
have been quoted in thousands. Polly hated it. It was a
nineteenth-century landscape of a derelict farmhouse
and a cow. She regularly threatened to incinerate it and
hang a poster, and refrained only because it was a
going-away present from Luke, her father. He had had
the apartment done by an interior decorator when his
daughters had expressed a desire to move to New York
and work for a living.

He had not really liked the idea of his daughters
leaving California, especially since he had just parted
company with his latest wife a month before. But, after
all, Polly thought, his business interests kept him too
busy to spend much time with Polly and Laurie anyway.
Knowing nothing about chemistry, he owned a chemi-
cal company; ignorant about electronics, he owned an
electronics company. What he knew a good deal about



