s CLE1CS8

il

(0USe e

ereal s By lE










house heautittl

COLOR



e, B B SE #EPDFIE V7 0] ;. www. ertongbook. com



fouse: beautiful

OLOR

The Editors of

House Beautiful Magazine

Louis Oliver Gropp, Editor in Chief

Margaret Kennedy, Editor

Text by Sally Clark

HEARST BOOKS
NEW YORK



Copyright © 1993 by THE HEARST CORPORATION

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or
utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from
the Publisher. Inquiries should be addressed to Permissions
Department, William Morrow and Company, Inc.,

1350 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10019.

It is the policy of William Morrow and Company, Inc., and its
imprints and affiliates, recognizing the importance of
preserving what has been written, to print the books we publish

B acid-free paper, and we exert our best efforts to that end.

«Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

House Beautiful.
House beautiful color / the editors of House beautiful
magazine: text by Sally Clark.
p. cm.
ISBN 0-688-10622-6
1. Color in interior decoration. I. House beautiful. I1. Title.
III. Title: Color.

NK2115.5.C6C53 1993 92-39435
747'.94--dc20 CIP
Printed in Singapore
First Edition

e S ST T T T

Edited by Laurie Orseck
Designed by Michelle Wiener
Produced by Smallwood & Stewart, Inc., New York







CONTENTS

FOREWORD /0
INTRODUCTION /4

phaplter i
TRUE COLORS

17

chapter 2
THE NATURALS

&7

chapter 3
LIGHTS AND DARKS

L1




chapter 4
CHANGEABLE WHITES

/5

chapter 5
PAINTED SURFACES

Lok

chapter 6
FABRICS

109

chapter 7
ACCESSORIES

f i)

DIRECTORY OF DESIGNERS AND ARCHITECTS 740

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS /43



FOREWORD

As the pages of House Beautiful have demonstrated
throughout the magazine’s 96-year history, color is the most
democratic of all the tools employed in the high art of dec-
oration. This book, one of a series published by House
Beautiful to assist you in your own decoration projects, is
designed to show just how rich and available a resource
color is. Whether primary hues straight from a child’s cray-
on box, the elusive tints of gentle pastels, or strong con-
trasting tones, the colors chosen do more to set the mood of
a room than anything else in it.

Always the child of light, color has more change built into
it than any other decorative tool. This book shows the many
ways in which it can be used, and will leave you with a keen-
er understanding of color’s vocabulary. It will help you appre-
ciate the difference between a pure color like red and its
many tones, each achieved by the addition of black or white.

Most importantly, it will give you permission to become
brave with color: to use bright pink instead of white, for
example, on walls that will house an art collection; or, con-
versely, to turn to the naturals, the tones of nature, for one of
decoration’s most classic approaches. The important thing is
not the choice, but its rightness for you: what it does to the

rooms in which you live, and for the people who live in them.

Louis Oliver Gropp
Editor in Chief
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INTRODUCTION

Color is the element of decoration that
naturally invites superlatives: It is the
most exciting, the most versatile, the most
elevating component of design. It can also
be the most intimidating. With so many col-
ors on the charts, and so many decisions to
make about where to put color in a room ~
on the walls, the furniture, the accessories ~
it is easy to become confused and discour-
aged. Most people shy away from the bright
yellow or intense sky blue room they really
want and settle instead for something they
have decided is “safe.”

This book is intended to banish that fear.
That there are no hard and fast rules about
color is apparent in the rooms that follow.
Most were designed by professionals; the
numerous ways in which they have chosen to
use color provides an arsenal of ideas, which
are discussed in the accompanying text.
House Beautiful offers solutions for creating
harmony in relation to texture, light, and
tone, for using color to show off interior
architecture, furniture, and all kinds of per-
sonal collections.

The book is conveniently organized into
two sections. The first part is devoted to
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color schemes and combinations. True col-
ors deals with pure color, as well as the infi-
nite array of pastel tints and rich shades
that can be derived from them. Next come
the naturals, which take their colors from
materials found in nature ~ wood, marble,
sand, and clay. The dramatic value of clas-
sic light-dark pairings such as black and
white is examined. And white, with its abil-
ity to change from setting to setting and
its capacity to strongly affect mood, is
explored in depth.

In the second part of the book the practi-
cal applications of color are addressed: the
many ways in which paint assists in estab-
lishing the colored surfaces of a room; the
role that fabric plays in filling out a color
scheme; and the ways in which accents and
accessories energize a room through color.

Every aspect of color is illustrated through
profiles of homes across the country. The
interiors chosen represent a range of styles,
from traditional to cutting-edge contempo-
rary. By studying them, borrowing from
them, and adapting them, you can make
color a force of beauty and self-expression in

the decoration of your home.










