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PREFACE

to the second edition.

This book has been out of print for some time, and I
“have received constant applications from correspondents all
-over the world for information as to where copies can be
-obtained. In response, therefore, to what seems to be a
fairly widespread demand, I have decided to publish a second
edition ; and as I am now settled in Siam, the new edition is,
with'the kind cooperation of Phya Nibondh Bachanattha,.

- ‘being issued in Bangkok.

I have corrected a few. errors-mostly trivial-to Wthh vari-
.ous critics were good enough to call my attention, and have
-altered one paragraph which called down upon me some
rather censorious remarks from one Bishop, two Vicars, and
a Curate, ;

Some critics suggested that I should give more copious’
notes, in particular as to my authorities for various statements.

I regret that I cannot do this without altering the character
.of the book, which is intended primarily for the general rea--
.der, rather than for the student or specialist.

As for the history of modern Siam, that must, I fear, remain
sketchy for the present, though I still have hopes of dealing
-with it in greater detail some day.

Chiengmai,
June 10th. 1933.
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PREFACE

to the original edition.

This book is the first attempt which has ever been made to
compile, ina Europeanllanguage, a history of Siam, from
.the earliest times down to a comparatively modern period.
My intention in writing it was to provide a handy book of
reference for Europeans who are unacquainted with the
main facts of Siamese history, and have no time or desire to
delve them out for themselves from among a mass of con—
tradictory. documents. '

I have tried to relate rather than to dilate, and have not, I
hope, obtruded my own opinions to an unreasonable extent.
I am aware that I shall be accused of showing a pro-Siamese
bias in many parts.of this book. I may as well, therefore, at .
once plead guilty to this charge. I have written as a friend
of Siam and the Siamese, among whom I have spent the best
years of my life.

It will, I think, be frankly admitted that the Siamese have
some right to feel a pride in the history of their country.
1t is the story of a collection of more or less uncultivated ;
immigrants from Southern China, who settled in the coun- "
try now known as Siam, overcoming a mighty Empire,
and establishing a number of free States, which became
finally fused into the Siam of to-day. We see them humbled
to the dust again and again by a more powerful neighbour,
yet always rising up and regaining their freedom. A hundred
years ago there were dozens of independent States in South-
Eastern Asia. To-day there remains but one-Siam. Those
who believe in the survival of the fittest will admit that the
Siamese, whatever their faults, must possess some special
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qualities which have marked them out to maintain this unique-
position. v

People who are interested in fairies, goblins, giants, magic
talismans, and the like will not find much to  please them in
this book. There are plenty of supernatural beings and

‘events to be met with in native histories, but I have preferred,
even at the sacrifice of picturesqueness, to stick to prosaic
facts.

My original intention was to bring my work to an end
with the accession of the first king of the dynasty now reign--
ing. For the sake of convenience I have, however, added
a brief Supplement, giving the main events of the history of
the kingdom down to the present time. I do not consider-
myself well qualified to write a detailed history of modern
Siam ; if, however, nobody else undertakes the task,-I may

‘ perhaps attempt it at a later date.

1 have received a very great amount of kind assistance,.
notably from Professor G. Coedés and from Mr. G. E..
Harvey, 1.C.S. My deepest gratitude is, however, due to His
Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, whose resear-
ches alone have made it possible for me to undertake this.

work, and whose help and advice have been of incalculable
value.

CHIENGMALI,
.June 30th, 1924.
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