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FOREWORD

This book was completed, more or less as it stands, at the
end of 1953, and, on account of various delays, did rot begin
to go to press till the early summer of 1954. At that time the
full industrial production figures for 1953 for all the countries
considered in the book had not come in. So, in the various
tables, rather than leave the figures for the last year given
(from which the final results will be measured) with those
of some countries in, some out, we decided to close our
production tables with the year 1952, for which we then had
the full figures. In certain places, where further figures
became available before going to press, we have added the 1953
figures in foot-notes.

In any case, as far as these figures are concerned, the main
aim of this book is not to provide the very latest stop-press
production figures (how could any book do this for more than
a few weeks after its publication at best?), but to explain
fundamental economic trends through a series of production
figures. For this purpose the addition of one or two years to
the main stream of figures (provided these series of figures
sufficiently demonstrate those fundamentals) will have’ only
a secondary importance. Readers will, I know, end by under-
standing this fact. But it may help them also to have it pointed
out beforehand.

Here is the appropriate place also to indicate that the
writer of the book is a former member of the British Labour
Party, who feels compelled to write as he does in the service
of two super and over-riding patriotisms-—truth and world
Ppeace. :

Bombay, May 1954.
LAWRENCE BENJAMIN

Later
Just before the final publication of this work, there seems
some prospect of a lessening of the ‘cold war’. This lessening of
the cold war by no means invalidates the necessity of this book.’
For it treats with the reason of the cold war and how to
eliminate it altogether.

L. B.
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1'
THE BASIC PROBLEM OF OUR TIME INDICATED

TAKE a look at the world today.

In the well-developed and advanced capitalist societies
such as those of the west of Europe, North America, and
Australagia, the two principal social evils, from which the
majority of people in those countries suffer, are:

(1) Pericdic Slump
(2) Recurrent War.

In feudal countries and primitively developed capitalist
societies, such as we have in the Middle East, India and
Pakistan, South Eastern Asia, the East Indies, most of the
States of South America, and in the colonies of Africa and
the West Indies, the two mam social evils, which burden the
lives of the great masses of those peoples, are:

(1) Perpetual Poverty
(2) Recurrent War.

Slump conditions in the advanced -capitalist countries
throw the masses of the people in those countries, for the
period of the slump’s duration, into something of the condition
of poverty which is perpetual amongst the masses of the
peoples of feudal and primitive capitalist societies.

Are these resﬁective conditiong permanent for those res-
pective peoples in both cases? Must perpetual poverty or, at
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best, périodic poverty, together with recurrent war, continue
forever to be the lot of the masses of the people who inhabit
the two-thirds of the world indicated?

Is it inevitable that we must always have poverty with
us? Is the periodic recurrency of war inevitable?

If so, with the mass-life~extinction weapons becoming
ever more rapidly more perfected, what a poor outlock for
the future of the human race! For the masses, periodic and
perpetual poverty in peace and mass-slaughter in periodically
recurrent war! What a jolly future for the people of the
world fo look forward to! A world with ultimately no future
for the human race!

Is this all unalterable, inevitable?

As it is, there are millions of people who think all these
three conditions inevitable. Millions in the feudalisms and
primitive capitalisms think perpetual poverty inevitable. Mil-
lions in advanced capitalisms think that periodic poverty (i.e.,
slumps) are inevitable. And millions in both of these econo-
mies think that war is inevitable.

Happily for both us and them and our children, they
are mistaken, Their surmise is erroneous. The truth is better
than they think. None of these social evils is inevitable.

How do we know this?

Why, because the advanced capitalisms were formerly
feudalisms and primitive capitalisms in which perpetual
poverty was the rule. These feudalisms and primitive cap-
italisms raised themselves out of social and economic condi-
tions in which the masses eked out their total lives in
perpetual poverty, to another social and economic condition
in which the descendants of the same former masses passed
their lives in conditions of merely periodic poverty (i.e., slump
conditions in which periods of poverty alternated with periods
of a low state of sufficiency). That, at any rate, was an
advance. It showed that, by changing the economy of the
feudalisms and primitive capitalisms to that of advanced cap-.
italism, overwhelming poverty for the masses, instead of being
permanent, could be cut down to being periodic. Thus, under
the changed economic conditions, a certain sufficiency at a
low level could be arranged for the masses for periods in
between the overwhelming poverty periods, which were now
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periodic and not perpetual. This demonstrated that, by mak-
ing certain social and economic transformations in the struc-
tures of the former societies, it was possible to stop poverty
for the masses from being permanent, and to make it instead
merely periodic—operating at times only. And this, of course,
proved at least that perpetual poverty for the masses was not
and is not inevitable. ,

Since this has been established, further proof has been
forthcoming that periodic poverty for the masses is also mot .
inevitable; that, instead of a society which, proceeds with
periodic slumps (i.e., in which periodically, after a term of
advance, production halts and goes backward), it is possible
to have a society which proceeds without slumps, in which its
production goes on constantly increasing. That is, a still fur-
ther type of transformation of the social and economic struc-’
tures of existing societies (whether feudal, primitive capitalist
or advanced capitalist) has been found to produce this result,
In societies having made this further transformation, both
perpetual poverty and periodie poverty (with slumps) disap-
pear and are replaced by a society in which the standard of
living for the masses constantly increases. This has proved
that for the masses, not only perpetual poverty, but periodic
poverty, in fact, poverty altogether, is no longer inevitable.

And what about recurrent war? What about war being
inevitable?

War is the culminating process of what happens in
societies in which great wealth and great poverty dwell side
by side. In this case production, instead of being distributed
fairly evenly over, and nourishing, the whole social body,
“forms great clots and surfeits in parts of that body, while
other portions are deprived of sufficient for nourishment. This
eventually causes either the organism to break down inter-
nally or, in lieu of this, to run amuck—i.e., externalising its
problem, it blames some other organism for its own ills, and

is always planning to go and have a bash at “the foreign
enemy’’.

Of course, we don’t mean this here as a proof. Merely
as an analogy. The roots of war, which are so closely allied to
1 the roots of poverty, will be examined in fuller detail later.

Now let us review our previous findings.



