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PREFACE

This is Webster’s Elementa?' Dictionary, written especially for you, a student in
one of the element grades. It is designed to be your very first real dictionary. This
dictionary is more advanced than the simple picture dictionaries meant for children
who are not in school yet. It has many of the features of the larger dictionaries that
grown-ups use. Yet the definitions are in plain language that you will find easy to
understand.

Webster’s Elementary Dictionarz is produced by a company that has been pub-
lishing dictionaries since 1847—the same company that publishes Webster’s Third
New International Dictionary and Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary. This book is
like a little brother or sister to those larger books—the smallest of a family of dic-
tionaries. It was written by th:dgennanent Merriam-Webster staff using much of
the same information about words that was used in making the larger dictionaries.

In your dictionary you will find the meanings and uses of more than 32,000 words and
phrases. They include all of the words you ordinarily use in talking and in writing and
those you are likely to meet in your schoolwork or in your outside reading. In choosing
the stock of words to be included in this book, we studied school textbooks and other
material that students like you normally read. We also checked studies of the words
other students of your age know and use so that we could be sure the book was complete
but the definitions not too hard to understand.

Once you become familiar with your dictionary, you will discover a lot of information
between its coverg, You will help with understanding meanings and with spelling
and pronouncing new words. You will learn much about grammar and . And you
will find out the differences between words with similar meanings and discover the
intergsting histeries of many words. There are hundreds of examples to show you how
words are actually used and hundreds of color pictures, too. In the back of the book are
speeial sections with common abbreviations, signs and symbols—Ilike those used on
weather maps that you see on television—and lists of the presidents and vice-presidents
of the United States, the states of the United States, and the nations of the world with
their capitals.

Your dictionary is a very special book, and when you learn to use it properly it can
become one of the most useful books you own. It is not a book you will read once and put
on a shelf. Instead, it is a book you will want to pick up often. We hope that the more you
use your Webster’s Elementary Dictionary, the more it will become like an old friend
to you, like someone you go to whenever you have a question or a problem about
words. Because there aye so many different kinds of information and so little space
to put it in, we have had to use different type styles and a number of abbreviations,
speeial words, and symbols, like pl/, synonyms, :, \\, (), each of which has a special

ing. These symbols and words are all explained in the next section, Using Your
ﬁctionary. If you want to get the most from your dictionary, you should study this
section. .



USING YOUR DICTIONARY

1. MAIN ENTRY WORDS

When you open your dictionary to just about

any page, you will find a list of words down the -

left-hand column printed in heavy black bold-
face type. Each of these is followed by informa-
tion that explains or tells something about the
word. The boldface word or phrase together with
the explénation is a dictionary entry, and the
boldface word itself is the entry word or main
entry. -

8 \'es\ n, pl 8’s or 88 \'es-ez\ often cap 1: the
nineteenth letter of the English aiphabet 2 : a
grade rating a student's work as satisfactory

2.3 vb suffix — used to form the third person
singular present of most verbs that do not end in
s,z,c{a,ch,oryblowlmlmn (falls)

n-w-mmd)th«\m.m-\numy
large prehistoric cat with iohg shamp curved

2gafe n : a metal chest for keeping something (8

money) safe

‘safe-guard \'saf-,gérd\ n t 80Mething that pre
tects and gives safety

safety pin n : a pin that is bent back on Reell 10
form a spring and has a guard that covers the

point

The main entry may take many forms. It may
be a single letter-like 8 or a single word like safe.
It may also be a compound made up of two or
more words written together (safeguard) or as
separate words (safety pin) or with a hyphen
(saber-toothed tiger). Sometimes an entry will
be made up of all capital letters (IOU or or of
a letter and number (A1) or even of a letter and a
word (T-shirt).

Finally some entries are only parts of words.
The entry -s is one of these, and the entries bi-
and -graph, shown below, are two more exam-
ples. Such entries all befin or end with a hyphen.
They are the building blocks of our 1 , for
they are used to create many new w X

bi- 1:two 2 1 coming of
{03 inio wo pra bieacy 41 o 60

| on both sides
#' \itaf\ n suffix 1 : something written 2
|Mu records
) making or sending

For example, bi-' ("two”) when combined with
le gives us bicycle (literally “two wheels”).
e word part -graph (“something written”)
combines with other word parts to give us such
words as autograph and paragraph. The

hyphen with the entry word is only there to show
you where the word part is attached to other word
parts. The entry bi- goes at the beginning of a
word and is called a prefix. The entry -graph
goes at the end of a word and is called a suffix.
Now that you know the kinds of entries you
will find in your dictionary, you should know how
the entries are arrs 80 you can find them
easily and tl‘uickly. )
All of the words in your dictioriary are
arranged in alphabetical order. To find a word,
you simply look it up by the way it is spelled.
Since a comes before b and b comes before ¢ in

' the alphabet, you know that all of the words

beginning with a will come before all of those
beginning with b, the b words will all come
before the ¢ words, and so on alf the way through
the dictionary.

But merely 'iroupmg together all of the words
that begin with the letter a would not help you
find a particular word, like alphabet, very quick-
ly. Well, alphabetical order also applies within.
each letter grouping. After all of the words are
a by first letter, they are further grouped
alphabetically by second letter. Then those words
with the same first and second letters are
arranged in alphabetical order by third letter and
#6 o until every word has its own special the in
the dietionary. So if you should want to look up
the words brat, bite, and bad, you know that
bed will come first, then bite, and finally brat

a comes first in the alphabet and i comes
ahead of r. The words chop, chute, chili, chalk,
and cheese all begin with the letters ch, so their
third letters must be used in ordering them:
chalk, cheese, chili, chop, and chute.

Now when we arrange words in alphabetical
order, we do not count spaces or hyphens between
words. The words are Mnﬁfﬂn:ﬂ::
or hyphen were not there. So you will find

w that begin doub- in the dictio-
n:nmmmomrwumm.

Sgouble vh . . . o

dousbie baes \ dob-ol-'Dis\ n . ..
dousbie-cross \ deb-ok'kros\ vdb ...
dousble-head.sr \ deb-el-'hed-er\ n . . .

Some of the main entries in Webster’s Ele-
ntary Dictionary are groups of letters that
are n nounced like ordinary words. But
these en ,like DDT and TV, are still words,
and they are amongtthe other words

using the same rule of alphabetical order. Thus

.{:\ex.will find TV between tutor and twaddle,

use v, the second letter in TV, comes after
u and before w.
Whenever the main entry has a number in it,

like Al, it is arranged just as if the number were



spelled out. You will find Al between the words
anywise and aorta just as if it were spelled A
one.

2. END-OF-LINE DIVISIONS

Most of the entry words in your dictionary are
shown with dots at different places in the word.
These dots are not a part of the spelling of the
word but are there to show you end-of-line divi-
sions—places where you can put.a hyphen if you
have to break up a word because there is room for
only part of it at the end of a line.

sat-is-fac-tion \ sat-es-Yak-shen\ n 1 : the act
of satisfying : the condition of being satisfied 2
:aomoming'umm

In the example shown above, the word is normal-

_ly written satisfaction, but if you have to divide
it at the end of a line, the dots show you three
places where you can put a hyphen.

Words should not be divided so that only one
letter comes at the end of a line or at the
beginning of the next line.

Taban.don \e-'ban-den\ vb . ..
ba-nana \be-‘nane\ n. ..

For this reason no dot is shown after the first
letter of the word abandon or before the last
letter of the word banana. Thus, end-of-line divi-
sions do not always separate the syllables of a
word. Syllables are shown only in the pronuncia-
tion, explained in the next section.

When two or more main entries have the same
spelling and the same end-of-line divisions, the
dots are shown only in the first of these entries.

mo.tion \'md-shen\ n . . .
2motion vb . . .

" 3. PRONUNCIATION
SYMBOLS

The English language is used in two different
ways, in speaking and writing. Although the
language is the same in both uses, writing and
speaking are quite different from each other.

7a

Speech is made up of sounds and writing uses
marks made ox;‘raper.

It is often hard to tell from the written spelling
how to pronounce a word. Diffexent letters may
be used to spell the same sound, as in the words
right and write or sea and see. One letter or a
group of letters may be used to spell different -
sounds, like the letter a in the words bat, car,
late, any, and above. There are also many words
that have two or more pronunciations.

In order to show the sounds of words in this
book, we use special pronunciation-symbols.

- Each pronunciation symbol stands for one impor-

tant sound in English. Most of the symbols look
like letters of the regular alphabet. However, do
not think of pronunciation symbols as letters.
Learn the sound each symbol stands for. When
you see a symbol, then think of its sqund. Pro-
nunciation symbols are always written between
slant lines \.ITk-'Fla\ 80 you will know that they
are not regular letters. To see how a pronuncia-
tion is given in an actual entry, look at the
example saunter here. .

sauneter \'sont-er\ vb : to walk in a slow relaxed
way : STROLL

A list of all the Kronuncintion symbols is print-
ed on page 18a. A shorter list is ted at the
bottom right-hand corner of the right-hand lpagu
in the dictionary. In both lists the symbols are
followed by words containing the sound of each
symbol. The ! oldface letters in these words stand
for the same sound as the symbol. If you say the

sample word in ar voice, you will hear
the sound that tm“:ymngz{ stands for. ;

We use hyphens with the pronunciation sym-
bols to show the syllables of a word, as in these
examples.

beast \'bést\ n ...

(1 syllable)
bed.side \"bed-sid\ n . ..
T

2 ;;mm) ) bl

op-ti-mism \'dp-te-miz-em\ n . . .
(4 syllables)

Of course, the syllables of words are not separat-
ed when we speak. One sound in a word follows
right after another without pause.

Notice that in the examples castaway and
optimism the number and position of the
hyphens are not the same as the number and
position of the dots in the entry words. These
dots do not show syllables. Syllables are
shown only by the hyphens in the pronuncia-
tion part of the entry.

Some syllables of a word are spoken with
greater force, or stress, than others. Three kinds
of stress are shown in this dictionary.



stress, or stron(i ‘stress, is shown by a high
mark \'\.placed before a syllable. Secondary
stress, i by a low

stress, or medium is

mark \,\ before a syHable. The third kind of
. gtress is wealk stress. There is no mark before
syllables with weak stress. Each of these kinds of
stress.is shown in the pronunciation for penman-

pen-man-ship \'pen-men-,ship\ 7 . . .
Tlnjﬁtétsyuublo‘hupﬁmrymmm
syllable has wukum Thtfnmwrd'{ou.hh hT;
second stress. If you sa yourself,
youl:vdi.nriwennhkind stress. .

Many words are pronounced in two, three, or
even more different ways. Two or more pronun<i-
ations for an entry are separated by commas.
Look at the ration.

1m\mm\n...

The order in which we list pronunciations
does not mean that one is better than anoth-
er. All pronunciations shown in your dictio-
nary are used by large numbers of people,
and you will be correct whichever one ycig
uae.%hn-lurmngnmword.youahou
choose the pronunciation that sounds most
natural to you.

tion is shown, onl p‘trtoftheorprmmgm f
on is -only part of on of a
word changes. When this we may show
only the part that changes. the full second
or third pronunciation of a , just add the part
that changes to the part that does not change.

greasy \'gré-sé, -z8\ adj . . .
pa-jasmas \pe-'jaim-8z, -‘jam-ez\ n pl . . .

The second pronunciation of greasy is \'gré-zé\
and the second pronunciation of pajamas is
\pe-'jam-az\. - .

If two or more entries are spelled the same and
have the same pronunciation and end-of-line
division, we show the pronunciation only for the
first of these entries. ‘

1ge.cure \si-*kyur\ adjj . . .
2g0.cure vb . ., o

Many compound entries are made up of two or
three te words. If we do not show a pronun-
ciation for all or part of such an entry, the
missing pronunciation is the same as that for the
individual word or words.

milk shake n : a drink made of milk, a flavoring
syrup, and ice cream shaken or mixed thor-

oughly
Imilk \'milk\ n . . .
Tshake \'shak\ vb . ..

No pronunciation is shown for the example milk
This means the two words are pronounced
just like the separate entries milk and shake.
When a boldface word appears without a defini-
tion at the end of a main entry, sometimes we
nhowonlzfpanofthapmnuminﬁon.mumm
the rest of the word is pronounced the same as
part of the main entry.

post-pone \pdst-'pdn\ vbh . . .
— post.pone.ment \-ment\ n

In the example postpone the complete pronunci-
ation of postponement is \pdst-'pon-ment\. Some
of these entries will show no pronunciation at all.
In these cases the pronunciation of the compound
is the same as the pronunciation of the main
entry plus the pronunciation of the word ending,
-which is found at its own alphabetical place in
the dictionary.

resmote \ri-'mdt\ ad; . . .
— re-mote-ly adv — re-mote-ness n

In the example remote, the entry remotely is
pronounced \ri-‘mét-lé\ and remoteness is pro-
nounced \ri-'mdt-nes\.

4. VARIANT SPELLINGS

After the main entry word you may see a
second or third spelling, also in boldface type.
Additional spellings are called variant lpollinflu
or simply variants. Sometimes the variant spell-
ings are very similar (scepter or sceptre) and
sometimes they are quite different (catsup or
ketchup).

scep-ter or scep-tre \'sep-ter\ n :a rod camied
by a ruler as a sign of authority

u‘x \'kech-ap, ‘'kach-ep, ‘kat-sep\ or
«up \'kech-ep, 'kach-\ n . ..

Variant spellings are usually separated by or.
The or tells you that both spelli are common
in good usage. One appears about as often‘as the

other.

Usually we show variants in alphabetical order
when one form is not used much more often than
another. This is the case with the entries scepter
or sceptre and catm%:r ketchup. If, however,
one form does seem to be preferred, we show that
one first. This sometimes means that variants
will be out of alphabetical order.

. Qyp-sy or Gip-sy \'ip-sé\ n, pl . . .
In the example or Gipsy this is the case,
since in strict cal order the Gipsy spell-

inﬁ'wou.ld come first. The order of the variants
tells you that the ling Gypsy is used a little
more often than Y.



Keep in mind that all of the variants shown in
this dictionary are correct. However, you should
pick one form and use it in all of your writing.

Occasionally you will see a variant spelling
shown after the word also. Look at the example
amoeba.

amoe-ba also ame.ba \e-'mé-ba\ n, pl . ..

The also tells you that the next spelling is much
less common in ordinary usage than the first,
although it is still a correct spelling,

When variant spellings are shown at the begin-
ning of the entry, all of the variants are used in
all meanings. If one variant form is shown at a
particular definition, however, that spelling is
more common for that meaning.

disk or disc \'disk\ n 1 : something that Is or
appearstobefatandmund:uu:glydix:a
phonograph record — disk.like \+,ik\ adj

The information at the entry for disk or disc
tells you that both ﬁlings are used for both
meanings. The form disk is more often used for
meaning 1 (remember that when variants are not
in alphabetical order you know the first one is
used more often). The label usually disc at mean-
ing 2 tells you that disc is more common than
disk for meaning 2.

5. FUNCTIONAL LABELS

Words are used in many different ways in a
sentence. You know, for example, that if a word is
used as the name of something (car, house,
rainbow), it is called a noun. If it describes some
action or state of being (run, stand, live), the
word is a verb. Words that show a quality of
something (tall, short, fast) are adjectives, and
words that tell how, when, or where something
happens (quickly, very, yesterday, here) are
adverbs. nouns (them, you, that) are words
which substitute for nouns, and conjunctions
(and, but, yet) join two words or groups of words.

Prepositions (to, for, by) combine with nouns.
and pronouns to form phrases that answer such”

questions as where?, how?, and which?, and
interjections (hi, adios, ouch) stand alone and
often show a feeling or a reaction to something
rather than a meaning.

To show you how the various entry words are
used, or how they function in a sentence, we use
functional labels before the definitions. These
labels are usually abbreviations in slanting italic
type, and they come right after the pronuncia-
tion—when one is shown—or immediately after
the entry word.

sea.coast \'sé- kdst\ n : the shore of the sea
The eight most common functions, known as

&lrt.s of speech, are shown in the examples
ow, v

2corealn, .. 'none \'nen\ pron . . .
ish vb . . . conj ...
l!o:d-me \’hést-I\ prep . ..

1 *why \wi, hwi\ interj . . .

In addition to these parts of speech, a few other
special functional labels are used in this book.

e words the, a, and an are used before nouns to
show that a certain one or one of a certain
group is being talked about. use the word
the points out a certain one, it is called a definite
article. The words a and an, which refer to any
one of many, are called indefinite articles.

The prefixes and suffixes that we talked about
in the section on main entries are also indicated
by an italic functional label. Often these labels
will be combined with a part-of-speech label
when the suffix or prefix always makes a certain
kind of word.

~g-ra-phy \g-re-fé\ n suffix

In the example, -graphy always combines with
other words or word parts to form nouns (photog-
raphy, biography), so its functional label is
noun suffix.

There are a few special ve 0s that sometimes
are used to help other verbs, such as may in a
question like "May I go with you?” These special
verbs are shown with the italic functional label
helping verb.

may \m&\‘hdpil: verb, past might \mit\;
pmenttmg& may ...

6. HOMOGRAPHS

Often you will find two, three, or more main
entries that come one after another and are
spelled exactly alike.

geal \'sél\ n 1 : a sea mammal that swims with
flippers, lives mostly in cold regions, eats flesh,
and is hunted for fur, hides, or oil 2 : the soft
dense fur of a northem seal

2geal n 1 : a device with a cut or raised design or
figure that can be stamped or pressed into wax
or paper 2 :a plece of wax stamped with a
design and used fo seal a letter or package 3
: a stamp that may be used to close a letter or
package (Christmas seals) 4 : something (as
a pledge) that makes safe or secure 5 :a

. closing that is tight and perfect 6 : something
that closes tightly

3geal vb 1 :to mark with a seal 2 : to close or
make fast with or as if with a seal — seal.er n

Although these words look alike, they are differ-



ent words because they come from different
sources and so have different meanings or
because they are used in different ways in the
sentence.

These similar entries are called homographs
(from homo- “the same” and -graph “something
written”—in this case “wo written in the
same way”). Each homograph has a small raised
number before it. This n r is used only in the
dictionary entry to show you that these are
different words. The number is not used when
you write the word.

Let’s look closely at the homogl!;:phsfor seal to
see just why they are different. The first entry, a
noun, is defined as “a sea mammal.” The second
seal entry is also a noun, but. this m , a
device with a design that can be stam on
paper,” is completely different figm the meaning
of the first entry. The third homograph of seal is
certainly related to the second, but %seal is a
verb, and since it has a different use in the
sentence, we show it as a different entry word.

7. INFLECTED FORMS

Whenever we talk about more than one of
something, we have to use a special form of a
noun. If we want to say that an action is taking
place now or has happened already, we need a
different form of the verb for each meaning. To
say that this is bigger, smaller, or quicker than
that, we have to use a special form of an adjective
or adverb. These special forms usually involve a
change in spelling. These forms are called
inflected forms or inflections of the words.

1ahade \'shad\ n 1 : partial darkness (the trees
cast ghade) 2 : space sheltered from light or
heat and from the sun (sit inlthe

)

shades pl : the shadows

4 :@GHOST, SPIRIT 5 : something thal
off or cuts down light (a lamp shade) (a
darkening of some

1

.
.

fi

g

g
L

¢
[

b
§

:

\ adj shad.i.er; shad.lest 1
. from the sun’s rays 2 : not right or
honest (shady business deals) — shad.i-
ness n

%3

Nouns show more than one by means of plural
forms—"the shades of night.” Verbs can be made
‘to show that something is happening now by the

10a

use of the present participle form—"that tree is
shading our flowers”—or that something hap-
pened before but is not happening now by use of
the past tense or the past participle forms—"I
8 my eyes; we have shaded parts of the
drawing to show shadows.” The third person
singular present tense form of verbs shows
what he, she, or it is doing now—"this umbrella
shades us from the sun.” Adjectives and adverbs
show how one thing is com with another or
with all others of the same kind by comparative
and superlative forms—"this t is shadier
than that, but over there is the mdiest spot in
the garden.” '

For most words inflected forms are made in a
regular way. That is, plurals usually are formed
simply by adding -8 or -es to the base word (shade
— shades; box — boxes); verb inflections are,
formed by adding -ed for the tense and past
participle (walk — walked), —r:gfor the present
participle (walk — walking), and -s-or -es for the
third person singular present tense form (walk—
walks; wash — washes). Comparative and super-
lative forms of adjectives and adverbs are consid-
ered regular if they are formed by adding -er and
-est to the base word or if the words more and
most are used (high — higher, highest; natural —
more natural, most natural).

We do not show most regular inflections in
Webster’'s Elementary Dictionary since they
should give you no problems in spelling.

bri.gade \bri-'gdd\ n 1 :a body of soidiers
consisting of two of mora regiments .
dit.fer \'dif-er\ vb 1 %10 be not the same : Be’

unfke ...
Tdull \'del\ adj 1 mentally slow : STUPID . . .

When you see entries like the examples brigade,
diﬂer,y:nd dull, you will know that the inflected
forms are lar. Brigade becomes brigades in
the plural; past and past participle of differ
are both differed, the present participle is dif-
fering, and the third n singular is c_liﬁers;
and dull becomes duller in the comparative and
dullest in the superlative.

We do show you inflections, however, when
they are formed in any way other than by simply
adding a suffix. If the base word is changed in
any way when the suffix is added or if there are
variant inflected forms, these forms are shown.

phee "DIMV \ " “w‘”‘“ e
ing or mod.elding . ..

We also show inflections for a word when no
suffix is added

deer \'dler\ n, pl deer , ..

and for any words that have regular inflections
when we think you might have questions about
how they are formed.



chim.ney \'chim-né\ xn, pl chim-neys . . .

For verb inflections only the past tense (the -ed
form) and the present participle (the -ing form)
are normally shown. The past tﬂn.rticiple is shown
only when it is different from the past tense form.
When it is shown, it comes between the past
tense and présent participle.

The third person singular present tense form

(he likes, she knows, it seems) is the most regular
of the verb inflections. For most verbs it is formed
simply by adding -s or -es to the base word—even
for verbs whose other inflections are not regular.
We show this inflection only when we think its
spelling or pronunciation might present a prob-
lem. When it is shown, this form comes after the
present participle form.

go \'g0\ vh went.\'went\; gone \'gdn\; go:
ing \'gd-ing\; goes .

Nouns are usually entered in Webster’s Ele-
me Dictionary in the singular form, that
is, in the form that means only one of some-
thing. And these words can either be used as a
singular or be made into plural nouns. How-
ever, there are some entries that are used only

in the plural. These are shown by the special
label n pl.

aus-pic-es \'0-spe-saz\ n pi : support and guid-
ance of a sponsor (a concert given under the
auspices of the school)

Some words that end in an -s, like gymnuﬁcs.
may be thought of as singular in some uses and
as plural in others.

gymenas.tics \jim-'nas-iks\ n sng or pl
: physical exercises for skill,

If you use this word for the sport, for example,
. you might think of it as singular, like tb&-—
ics is a sport in the Olympic Games.”

But if you think of the various exercises them-
selves, you might think of the word as a plural
and use a plural verb, like this—"I think fym-
nastics are very hard to do.” The n sing ochp: abel
at such entries tells you that sometimes the word
is used as a singular and sometimes as arPlural.
ere are a few entries in Webster's Ele-

me that have unusual plural
uses at individual meanings.

Dictionary
dart \'dirt\ n 1 : a small pointed that is
i J1soptaay e s
which darts are thrown at a target auw
sudden movement 4 :a stitched fold in a
gament
label at the

These special uses we
individual definitions. example, the

show by a
In

the d

—
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pl label at meaning 2 tells you that the spelling is
darts and it is plural in use. If the plural form
has already been shown in boldface at the begin-
ning of the entry, we show it in italic type beg:e
the individual definition.

Sometimes a noun entry will show variant
plural forms, but only one of these variants is

used ina icular meaning. To show this situa-
tion, we p. the plural form after the pl label at
the individual meaning.

Those \'hdz\ n, pi hoss or hos.es 1 pl hose
mw,mz:ammwm

This is shown in the example hose, where the pl
hose label tells you that the plural form for this
inuningishoubuttheuaeiauauallylingu-
ar. .

Occasionally you will see a noun entry where
you think an inflected form should be shown but
it is not. Words like diplomacy are not used as
plurals, so no plural form is shown.

\r;‘::mwkd
keeping up relations between :

of different countries 2 : skill in dealing with
others : TACT

8. USAGE LABELS

In addition to functional labels at individual
entries we use another kind of italic label to give
you information about how a word is used.
usage labels come after the functional labels or,
if they apply only to a particular meaning, just
before the beginning of the definition.

1sire \"'sir\ n 1 offen.cap : 'FATHER 1 2: ANCES-
TOR 3 : the male parent of an animaj

One of the things the usage label may tell you
is whether or not a particular word is sometimes
written with a capital letter. Whenever a word is
always or usually written with a capital letter, it
has a capital letter in the main entry.

Thurs.day \‘therz-d@\ n :the fifth day of the
week

But some words are written with a small letter
or a capital letter about equally often. These
entries have an italic label often cap. Other words
are written with a capital letter in some mean-
ings and not in others. These words are usually
shown in the dictionary with a small first letter.
The italic label tells you when the word is always
spelled with a capital letter (cap) or very fre-
quently spelled with a capital letter (often cap).

Shost n, often cap : the bread used in Christian
Communion
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fried i a(m‘;kand

In the e le host, the label tells you that

‘sometimes the word is spelled with a capital
letter and sometimes not. In the example dirpu,
the word is normally written with a capital letter
(notice the cap ) when the ing is 3 or 4
but with a small letter when the meaning is 1 or
2.

See if you can tell what the labe' at the entry
french means. Would you expect to see the
word sometimes spelled French fry? ]
Another thin usage labels can tell you is
whether a word or a particular meaning is lim-
ited in use. One kind of word with limited use is
one that is not used much anymore although it
was quite common a long time ago.

i
2

§

The archaic label at the sample entry thou tells

u that thou is such a word. It is shown in this
on because you may sometimes gee it in very
old writings, for example, in the Bible.
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because meanings are what people usually think
of when they think of a dictionary.

All of the definitions in Webster’s Elementary
Dictionary start with a boldface colon that sets
them off from other information included in the
entry. The colon is used for each definition, even
when there are two or more definitions for one
meaning. (Look at meaning 1 of skim.) Most of
the words entered in this book have more than
one meaning and therefore they have more than
one definition. These separate meanings are
shown by boldface numbers placed in front of the
colons. Skim has four numbered meanings.

We have arranged the definitions in your dic-
tionary in historical order. The oldest meaning is
shown as meaning number 1 and the next oldest
meaning is shown as meaning number 2, and so

- on. The me=nings that have most recently come

The last kind of usage label tells you a certain

word or meaning is most commonly used in a
limited area of the English-spe~king world.

In the sample entry lift you will see that meaning
4 is labeled chiefly British. This means that the
word in this meaning is used more often in Great
Britain than in the United States.

9. DEFINITIONS

skim \'skim\ vb skimmed; skim-ming 1 : 1o
clean a liquid of scum or flioating substance
: remove (as cream or film) from the top part of
a liquid 2 : to read or examine quickly and not
thoroughly 3 : to throw so as to skip along the
surface of water_4 : to pass swiftly or lightly
over

The definitions are what many
the most important part of

le consider
e dictionary,

into use are at the end. This allows you to see,
just by reading the entry, how a word has grown
in use from the first meaning to the last.

Let’s look at meaning number 1 of skim. This
meaning first came into use in English many
centuries ago, and through the years it gained a
more m ¢ use, thut of taking the cream off
milk. This specific use is shown as the ;second
definition at meaning 1. The second definition
does not change the original meaning. It only
adds a little.

Meaning 2 of skim seems to have come into use
as a figure of speech. If you think of a spoon
barely touching the surface of water or milk or
going just under the surface to scoop off some-
thing, you realize that the scoop is only taking off
what can be seen on the surface. Most of the
liquid remains behind. By first applying the word
skim to reading or examining something and
only getting what could be seen “on the surface”
without going more deeply into the work, some-
one was using skim as a figure of speech. As
more and more people used the word in this way,
it came to have a set meaning.

Meaning 3, which developed after meanings 1
and 2, seems to have come from the first meaning
in a similar way. This time, though, the idea of
“just touching” a surface was the one that carried
over to the act of causing rocks or other objects to
bounge along the surface of a lake.

Can you guess at how meaning 4 came into
use? Here it seems the meaning movad one more
step away, from the idea of “just touching the
surface” to that of “just missing the surface.”

With the entry skim, you can see just how the
word grew from one meaning to four. And the
arrangement of the four meanings in historical
order lets you follow that growth.

There may be times when you will look up a
word and not be sure which of several meanings
is the right one for the use you are checking. The
way .to tell which is the right definition is to
substitute each definition in place of your word in
the sentence until you find the one that is right.

Suppose you were reading the sentence “I just
skimmed L{e book” and you were not certain



what skim meant. By reading the definitions of
skim in the sentence you would be able to find,
the right meaning by substitution. You know
that “I just removed cream from the top of the
book” certainly is not correct, and it is most
unlikely that the writer was “throwing a book so
that it skipped across the surface of water” or
“passing swiftly over the book.” But when you
substitute meaning 2 in the sentence, you get a
sentence that madkes sense. “I was just reading or
examining the book quickly and not thoroughly.”
This is using the method of substitution to fin

the right meaning. ,

10. SYNONYMS AND
CROSS-REFERENCES

slaveery \'sla-ve-rd,-'slav-rd\ n 1 : hard tiring
laboy : DRUDGERY 2 : the state of being a slave
: BONDAGE .3 : the custom or practice of own-
ing slaves

In the entry slavery meanings 1 and 2 both
have two definitions, each’one beginning with a
colon. The second.definition in each case is a
single word that-means/the same thing as the
entry word slavery for that particular use. These

with the same meaning as the entry word
are called synonyms. All synonyms in Webster's
Elementary Dictionary are written in small
capital letters. Any word in small capital letters
is a cross-reference, referring you to another
place in the book. In the case of these synonyms,
the small capitals tell ‘you to look at the entry
for that word for a full explanation of the
meaping or usé.
_You can see that drudgery is a synonym of the
first meaning of slavery (“hard tiring labor”) and
bondage is a synonym of the second meaning
(“the %toatz:ttl‘gemg af slave”). Ilf you tul:llll lf:_lo Ehe
entry for gery, for example, you will find a
definition that matches the definition for mean-
ing 1 of slavery.
metimes an entry is defined only by a syn-
onym.

northern lights n pl : AURORA BOREALIS

auero.ra bo.re-alsis \e-,ror-a-,bor-é-'al-es\ n
: broad bands of light that have a magnetic and
electrical source and that appear in the sky at
night especially in the arctic regions

Look at the example northern lights. The cross=
reference AURORA BOREALIS tells you to look at
the entry aurora borealis for a definition. The
definition at aurora borealis is the same as it
would be for northern lights, since both words
mean the same thing. When using synonymous
cross-references, we have always put the full
definition at the most common of the synonyms.

Sometimes you will see a number used as part
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of the cross-reference, as
given for host.

Thost \"hdst\ n 1 : ARMY 1 2 : MULTITUDE

The cross-reference to ARMY 1 tells you to look at
meaning number 1 of the entry army -for a
definition that fits this meaning of host.

Because the definition of the synonym must
also be a good definition of the entry word, both
the entry word and the synonym will always
have the same part of speech. Thus, if the syn-
onym of a verb is an entry with two or more
homographs, you will always know that the right
entry will be the homograph that is a verb.
Nevertheless, your dictionary helps you by show-
ing the p homograph number at the cross=
reference when necessary.

dint \'dint\ n 1 : "POWER 6, FORCE . . .

In the first meaning of the entry dint, ‘he cross=
reference tells you that meaning 6 of the first
homograph of power is the synonym, because
dint is a noun and only the first homograph of
power is a noun. ' . :
The cross-reference printed in small capital
letters is also used at certain entries that are
variants or inflect~d forms of another entry.

in the first meaning

caught past of CATCH
cauldron variant of CALDRON

In the examples caught and cauldron the crosss.
reference tells you that you will find a definition
or explanation at the entry shown in small capi-
tal letters.

11. VERBAL ILLUSTRATIONS

snap \'snap\ vb snapped; snap-ping 1 .10
grasp or grasp at something suddenly with the
mouth or (fish snapping at the baif) 2

: to grasp at something eagerly (snapped at

the chance to go) 3 :to get, take, or buy at

once (snap up a bargain) 4 : to speak or utter

sharply or imitably (snap out a command) . . .

At times you may look up a word in your
dictionary and the definition but still
not be sure about the right way to use the word.
Sometimes the several meanings are similar but
the ways in which the word is actually used in a
sentence are quite different. To help you better
understand se more difficult words and
usages, we have given along with some defini-
tions a brief phrase or sentence called a verbal
illustration. It shows you a typical use of the
word. Most of the definitions at snap have verbal
illustrations to show how the word is used in each
of those meanings, A verbal illustration is always
placed after the definition, it is enclosed in point-



ed brackets, and it has the entry word, or an
inflection of it, printed in italic type. :

12. RUN-IN ENTRIES

Sometimes you will see boldface words in the
middle of a definition. These are called run-in
entries. Run-in entries are themselves defined
by part of the main definition.

sol-stice \'sdl-stes, ‘sdl-. 'sol-\ n : the time of
the year when the sun is farthest north (sum-
mer solstice, about June 22) or south (winter
solstice, about December 22) of the equator

Within the main entry solstice the run-in entry
summer solstice is being defined as “the time of
the year when the sun is farthest north of the
:&u:tnr," and winter solstice is being defined as

time of the year when the sun is farthest
south of the equator.”

13. USAGE NOTES

The italic usage labels that come before defini-
tions are one way we give you information on the
usage of the entry word, and the verbal illustra-
tions after the definitions are another way. In
Webster’s Elementary Dictionary we give infor-
mation on usage in still another way—usage
notes that follow definitions. Usage notes are
short phrases that are separated from the defi-
nition by a dash. They tell you how or when the
entry word is used.

son.ny \'san-8\ n, pl son-nies : a young boy —
used mostly to address a stranger

The example sonny shows you one kind of
usage note. The following examples some
other kinds of information found in these notes.

cassta-net \ kas-te-‘net\ n : a rhythm instrument
that consists of two small ivory, wooden, or
plastic shells fastened to the thumb and clicked
by the fingers in time to dancing and music —

The note at castanet tells you that the word is
usually used as a plural, castanets, although it
is defined as a singular. This information is
different from what would be given if the word
had been entered as castanets or shown as
castanets pl just before the definition. In both of
those cases, you would be told that the word is
defined as plural and is always plural in this use.
Do you see how the note y used in pl.” is
different? It tells you that the word is singular—
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it is defined as a singular and may sometimes be
used as si —but is most often used in the
plural form and with a plural verb.

Usage notes like the one at cheer tell you what
words are usually used with the entry word in a
sentence. In this case, the expression is usually
cheer up.

In a few entries we use a usage note in place of
a definition. This is done when the way the word
is used is more important than what the word
means.

Sboth conj — used before two words or phrases
connected with and to stress that each is
included (both New York and London)

We also use a usage note in place of a definition
for all interjections, which usually express a
feeling or reaction to something rather than a
meaning.

amen \'a-‘men, &\ inferj — used o express
Wh“lmaaumrnd

14. UNDEFINED
RUN-ON ENTRIES

Ysour \'salr\ adj 1 : having an acid

: having become acid

— sour.ly adv — sour-ness n

The boldface words at the end of the entry sour
are undefined run-on entries. Each of these
run-on entries is shown without a definition. You
can easily discover the meaning of any of these °
words by simply combining the meaning of the
base word (the main entry) and that of the suffix.
For example, sourish is simply sour plus -ish
(“somewhat”) and so means “somewhat sour”;
sourly is simply sour plus -ly ("in a specified
manner”) and so means “in a sour manner”; and
sourness is sour plus -ness (“state : condition”)
and so means “the state or condition of being
sour.”

We have run on only words whose meaning you
should have no trouble figuring out. Whenever a
word derived from a main entry has a meaning
that is not easily understandable from the mean-
imof the two parts, we have entered and
defined it at its own alphabetical place.

15. SYNONYM PARAGRAPHS

u will see a
the one at

e et
cross-reference
sparkle.



ispar-kle \'spar-kel\ uvb spar.kled; spar-
kling 1 :to throw off sparks 2 :to give oft
small flashes of light (the diamond sparkled)
3 :to be lively or active (the conversation
sparkled) synonyms see GLEAM

The direction “synonyms see GLEAM” means “for
a discussion of synonyms that includes sparkle,
see the entry gleam.”

At several entries in Webster’s Elementary
Dictionary like gleam and splendid, shown
here, there are short discussions of the differ-
ences between certain synonyms.

splen.did \'splen-ded\ adj 1 : having or show-
ing splendor :BRILLIANT 2 :impressive in
beauty, excellence, or magnificence (did a
splendid job) (a splendid palace) 3 : GRAND
4 — splen.did.ly adv
synonyms SPLENDID, GLORIOUS, and Su-
PERB mean very impressive. SPLENDID
suggests that something is far above the
ordinary in excellence or magnificence
(what a splendid idea) (a splendid jewel)
GLORIOUS suggests that something is radi-
ant with light or beauty (a glorious sun-
set) SUPERB suggests the highest possible
point of magnificence or excellence (a
superb museum) (the food was superb)

These discussions are called synonym para-
graphs. Synonyms can often be substituted free-
ly for one another in a sentence because they
mean basically the same thing. But some words
that are synonyms because they mean nearly the
same thing cannot always be substituted for one
another. They may differ slightly in what they
suggest to the reader—in the image they call to
mind. These suggested meanings are what make
one synonym a better choice than another in
certain situations.

In the synonym paragraphs we indicate these
little differences between synonyms. Any of the
three words in the paragraph following the entry
splendid might be satisfactory in the examples
given to indicate something impressive. But
through long usage people have come to think of
the word glorious as more suited to describing
something where light or beauty is involved,
while splendid and superb are used of other
things. And something described as superb is
often thought of as more wonderful than some-
thing merely splendid.

16. DEFINED
RUN-ON PHRASES

The last kind of boldface entry you will find in
your dictionary is the defined run-on phrase.
These phrases are groups of words that, when
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used together, have a special meaning that is
more than just the sum of the ordinary meanings
of each word.

Tstand \'stand\ vb stood \'stud\; stand.Ing 1
: to be in or take a vertical position on one's feet
2 : to take up or stay in a specified position or
condition (stands first in the class) {(stands
accused) (machines standing idle) 3 ;to
have an opinion (how do you stand on taxes?)
4 :to rest, remain, or set in a usually vertical
position (stand the box in the corner) 5 : to be
in a specified ptace (the house stands on the
hill) 6 : to stay in effect (the order still stands)
7 : to put up with : ENDURE (can’t stand pain)
8 : UNDERGO (stand trial) 9 :to perform the
duty of (stand guard) — stand by : fo be or
remain loyal or true to {stand by a promise) —
stand for 1 :to be a symbol for : REPRESENT
2 :to put up with : PERMIT (won't stand for:
any nonsense)

The defined run-on phrases are placed at the
end of the entry that is the first major word of the
phrase. Normally this will be the first noun or
verb rather than an adjective or preposition. The
phrases run on at stand all begin with the entry
word stand. But some run-on phrases will not
have the major word at the beginning. Keep in '
mind that the phrase will be entered at the first
major word in the phrase. This word is usually a
noun or a verb. Where do you think you would
find the phrases do away with, in th- dog-
house, and on fire? If you said at the verb do, at
the noun doghouse, and at the noun fire, then -
you understand how we enter phrases.

Where to find the phrase read between the
lines may puzzle you at first, since it contains
both a verb (read) and a noun (lines). But if you
remember that the phrase will be entered at the
first major word, in this case the verb read, you
should have no trouble finding the phrases
entered in this dictionary.

17. WORD HISTORY
PARAGRAPHS

sur.ly \'ser-18\ adj sur-li-er; sur-li-est : having
a mean rude disposition : UNFRIENDLY

Word History The word surly comes from
the word sir. Long ago, some Englishmen
who had the title Sir became too proud of
it. Such men were called sirly, a word that
meant “overbearing” and “arrogant." Over
the years the spelling changed to surly
and came to be used of anyone who is rude
and unfriendly.

One of the important jobs of people who study
words and write dictionaries is finding out where



the words we use every day in English came
from. Some of ou:* words are made up by people
using the language today. Whenever a scientist
discovers a new element or creates a new drug,
for example, he makes up a name for it. -

But most of the words in the English language
have a long history. They usually can be traced
back to other words in languages older than

nglish. Many of these languages, like ancient
Greek and Latin, are no lq:f:r spoken today. The
study of the origins of words can be fascinating,
for many of our words have very interesting
stories behind them.

In this dictionary, we share with you some of
the interesting stories of word origins and trace
the development of meanings in special short
word history paragraphs.

GUIDE WORDS

To save you from having to search up and down
Kzge after page looking for the word you want, we
ve printed a pair of entry words in large type at
the top of each page. The paired words are called
guide words, and they guide you to the right
page for finding your entry word: They are usu-
ally the alplmbetlcally first and last main entry

words on the ori: and they let you know at a
glance what w are on each page. By looking
at the guide words about whether

the word you are huntmg will fit in alphabeti-
cally between , you can quickly move from
page to page untj you find the right one.

y, for example, you are looking up the word
array and you have already turned to the section
of words that begin with the letter a. You next
would look at the guide words at the top of the
pages. Let’s take pages 25, 26, and 27 as a sample
to see how the sygtem works.

25
(firot main entry at fop of lefi-hand column)

_ archeway \'arch-wa\ n 1 : a passage under an
arch 2 : an arch pver a passage

archway-armature

(last wain entry at bottom of right-hand columa)

ar-masture \'dr-me-cher\ xn : the part of an elec-
tfrit:d motor or generator that tutns in @ magnetic
iel

On page 25 in this sample are the guide words
archway-armature, You can see that array (arr-)
comes after the last guide word, armature (arm-),
so the'page you want must be farther along.

7
(first main entry at top of left-hand column)

ar-ge.nal \'ifs-nal. -n-el\ n :a place ‘where
military equipment is made and stored .

arsenal.ascribing
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(sst main entry at bottom of right-hand column)

as.scribe \e-'skrib\ uvb as.cribed; as.crib-
ing : to think of as coming from a specified
cause, source, or author

On page 27 the guide words are arsenal »
ascribing. Since array (arr-) comes before tbe
first guide word here. arsenal (ars-), you know
that you have gone too far.

armchair-arrowroot 26
(first main entry at top of left-hand column)

arm.chair \'drm-.cheer, -,chaar\ n : a chair with
arms ‘

(last main entry at bottom of right-hand colusmn)

ar-rowercot \'ar-o-ylt, -rit\ n :a starch
obtained from the roots of a tropical plant

The guide words on pa&; 26 are armchair .
arrowroot. You can see that array (arra-) comes
before arrowroot (arro-) and after armchair (arm-),
uoyo\;sknowthewordyoumlookingforwﬂlbeon

p.g;:)w we said that the guide words are usually
the first and last main entries on each page. But
not always. You see, the guide words show you the
alphabetically first and alphabetically last ent:ly
words on the page, and this includes every bold-
face entry. A guide word may be a main entry or a
variant spelling, an inflected form, an undefined
run-on entry, a defined run-on phrase, or even a
run-in entry.

Look again at the guide words for page 27.

27
(first main entry at top of leR-hand column)

ar.se-nal \'drs-nel, -n-el\ n :a place where
military equipment is made and stored

arsenal-ascribing

(last main entry at bottom of right-hand column)

as.cribe \o-'skrib\ vb as.cribed; as.crib-ing
tothmkofasconnngfromaspacrﬂedcause
source, or author .

Notice that arsenal, the first guide word is also
the first main entry. The last main entry is
ascribe, but the last guide word is ascribing, an
inflected form. Ascribing is used as the last
.guide word on that page because it is the alpha-
betically last boldface word on the page, even
tho it is not a main entry.

Like the main entries in Webster’s Elemen-
tary Dictionary, the guide words throughout the
book are alwaysin alphabetical order from page
to page. Sometimes that presents a problem if a
word that might normally be used as a guide word
on one is actually later in alphabetical order
than the grst guide word on the gext page.

Look at the sample pages 52 and 53.



You l?;:he prou;bably notwed t.hnt at the bottom of
ection w is &l

Eﬁerthanthemmnenhybbt. ethauuudu

the second guide word for that page. If we had

used bl as word, it would have boen
out of alpha order with blotch, the first
mamentryandﬁrst ide word on 53.8oin
this instance we blot and aa guide
words on these twomu If you happen to bz
looking for blotting do not find it on page 53,
remember that we always keep guide woras

Jlgs:lphabmwordﬂ and this rule will help you
find the right page.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN"TH!S DICTIONARY

adj

adjective

adv adverb

cap capitalized
conj conjunction
interj interjection

n

noun

n pl noun plural
pl  plural
prep preposition
pron pronoun
sing singular
vb verb



PRONUNCIATION SYMBOLS
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. baby, rib

. chin, fbatéh.'ﬁatum \'né-cher\
. did, ladder

. bed, pef.

. fifty, cyff, phona

. @o, dig, bigger

.. {called schwa \'shwi\) banana,

collide, abut; in stressed syllables as in
humdrum, mother, abut

fuirther, lesrner

. mat, mad, gag

. day, fade, maie, <acetion

. bother, coat, cart

. father-as pronounced by those who do

not rvmae it with bother. (Not everyone
usas this sound.)

. how, loud, out

. hat, ahead

. Ao,

. whale as pronounced by thase who do

not gronounce whale and wail the
same

. bid, tip, banish, active

side, site, buy

. Job, gem, judge
. kick, cook, ache
. Hily, pool, cold, battie, metal

. murmur, dim, lamp

own, cotton, maiden

. aing ¥'sing\, singer \"

sing-er\,
ﬁnger \'fing-ger\, ink \'ingk\

. bene, know, soap
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e
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. @ coinma

é . saw, ali, moth, taut
ol ...
P

oo!p.dmw

.. pepper, lip

. tod, rartty, rhyme, car
. souree, less

. tie, attack, hot.waw
T w ether

. this, either

. rule, youth, few \M\,

union \'yln-yen\

.. pull, wood, foot, cure \'kyur\

. give, vivid

.- We, away

. yet, you, cue \'kyQ\, union \'yln-yen\
. cure, fury

. Z0ne, raise

... vislon, ezure \'azh-ar\

.. slant lines used to mark the beginning

and end of @ pronunciation: \'pen\

. mark at the beginning of a syllable with

primary {strongest) siress: \'pen-men\

.mm:tﬂnboglnmngdasylhbbwm\

saeondary (next-strongest) stress
\'pen-men-ship\

. a hyphen separates syllables in
pronunciations.

separates nciation
variants: \'rom, "'rom\
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