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Introduction

A Comprehensive Information Source
on World Literature

selection of the best criticism of works by major writers of the past five

hundred years. Among the authors included in WLC are sixteenth-
century Spanish novelist Miguel de Cervantes and English dramatist William
Shakespeare; seventeenth-century English poet John Milton and dramatist Aphra
Behn; eighteenth-century Anglo-Irish novelist Jonathan Swift, English essayist
Samuel Johnson, and French Enlightenment masters Jean-Jacques Rousseau
and Voltaire; acclaimed nineteenth-century writers Jane Austen, William Blake,
Emily Bronté, Lewis Carroll, Charles Dickens, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Frederick
Douglass, Gustave Flaubert, Edgar Allan Poe, Mary Shelley, Robert Louis Steven-
son, William Wordsworth, and Emile Zola; and major twentieth-century authors
W. H. Auden, James Baldwin, Albert Camus, Arthur Conan Doyle, Ralph Ellison,
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce, Franz Kafka, Toni Morrison,
Sylvia Plath, J. D. Salinger, Gertrude Stein, John Steinbeck, Virginia Woolf, and
Richard Wright. The scope of WLC is wide: more than 225 writers representing
dozens of nations, cultures, and time periods.

W orld Literature Criticism, 1500 to the Present (WLC) presents a broad

Coverage

This six-volume set is designed for high school, college, and university stu-
dents, as well as for the general reader who wants to learn more about literature.
WLC was developed in response to strong demand by students, librarians, and
other readers for a one-stop, authoritative guide to the whole spectrum of world
literature. No other compendium like it exists in the marketplace. About 95% of
the entries in WLC were selected from Gale’s acclaimed Literary Criticism Series
and completely updated for publication here. Typically, the revisions are extensive,
ranging from new author introductions to wide changes in the selection of criticism.
A few entries—about 5%— were prepared especially for WLC in order to furnish
the most comprehensive coverage possible.

Inclusion Criteria

Authors were selected for inclusion in WLC based on the advice of leading
experts on world literature as well as on the recommendation of a specially formed
advisory panel made up of high school teachers and high school and public librari-
ans from throughout the United States. Additionally, the most recent major curricu-
lum studies were closely examined, notably Arthur N. Applebee, A Study of Book-
Length Works Taught in High School English Courses (1989); Arthur N. Applebee,
A Study of High School Literature Anthologies (1991); and Doug Estel, Michele
L. Satchwell, and Patricia S. Wright, Reading Lists for College-Bound Students
(1990). All of these resources were collated and compared to produce a reference
product that is strongly curriculum driven. To ensure that WLC will continue to meet
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the needs of students and general readers alike, an effort was made to identify
a group of important new writers in addition to the most studied authors.

Scope

Each author entry in WLC presents a historical survey of critical response to
the author’s works. Typically, early criticism is offered to indicate initial responses,
later selections document any rise or decline in literary reputations, and retrospec-
tive analyses provide modern views. Every endeavor has been made to include
seminal essays on each author’s work along with commentary providing current
perspectives. Interviews and author statements are also included in many entries.
Thus, WLC is both timely and comprehensive.

Organization of Author Entries

Information about authors and their works is presented through ten key ac-
cess points:

s The Descriptive Table of Contents guides readers through the range
of world literature, offering summary sketches of authors’ careers and
achievements.

= In each author entry, the Author Heading cites the name under which
the author most commonly wrote, followed by birth and, where appropri-
ate, death dates. Uncertain birth or death dates are indicated by ques-
tion marks. Name variations, including full birth names when available,
are given in parentheses in the caption below the Author Portrait.

= The Biographical and Critical Introduction contains background
information about the life and works of the author. Emphasis is given
to four main areas: 1) biographical details that help reveal the life, char-
acter, and personality of the author; 2) overviews of the major literary
interests of the author—for example, novel writing, autobiography, po-
etry, social reform, documentary, etc.; 3) descriptions and summaries
of the author’s best-known works; and 4) critical commentary about the
author’s achievement, stature, and importance. The concluding para-
graph of the Biographical and Critical Introduction directs readers
to other Gale series containing information about the author.

s Every WLC entry includes an Author Portrait. Many entries also
contain lllustrations—including holographs, title pages of works, let-
ters, or pictures of important people, places, and events in the author’s
life—that document the author’s career.

= The List of Principal Works is chronological by date of first book
publication and identifies the genre of each work. For non-English-
language authors whose works have been translated into English, the
title and date of the first English-language edition are given in brackets
beneath the foreign-language listing. Unless otherwise indicated, dra-
mas are dated by first performance rather than first publication.

a Criticism is arranged chronologically in each author entry to provide
a useful perspective on changes in critical evaluation over the years.
Most entries contain a detailed, comprehensive study of the author’s
career as well as book reviews, studies of individual works, and compar-
ative examinations. To ensure timeliness, current views are most often
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presented, but not to the exclusion of important early pieces. For the
purpose of easy identification, the critic’s name and the date of the criti-
cal work are given at the beginning of each piece of criticism. Unsigned
criticism is preceded by the title of the source in which it appeared. With-
in the criticism, titles of works by the author are printed in boldface type.
Publication information (such as publisher names and book prices) and
certain numerical references (such as footnotes or page and line refer-
ences to specific editions of works) have been deleted at the editor’s
discretion to provide smoother reading of the text.

= Critical essays are prefaced by Explanatory Notes as an additional
aid to readers of WLC. These notes may provide several types of valu-
able information, including: 1) the reputation of the critic; 2) the impor-
tance of the work of criticism; 3) the commentator’s approach to the
author’s work; 4) the purpose of the criticism; and 5) changes in critical
trends regarding the author. In some cases, Explanatory Notes cross-
reference the work of critics within an entry who agree or disagree with
each other.

s A complete Bibliographical Citation of the original essay or book
follows each piece of criticism.

= An annotated list of Sources for Further Study appears at the end
of each entry and suggests resources for additional study. These lists
were specially compiled to meet the needs of high school and college
students. Additionally, most of the sources cited are available in typical
small and medium-size libraries.

= Many entries contain a Major Media Adaptations sectionlistingimpor-
tant non-print treatments and adaptations of the author’s works, includ-
ing feature films, TV mini-series, and radio broadcasts. This feature was
specially conceived for WLC to meet strong demand from students for
this type of information.

Other Features

WLC contains three distinct indexes to help readers find information quickly
and easily:

= The Author Index lists all the authors appearing in WLC. To ensure
easy access, name variations and changes are fully cross-indexed.

= The Nationality Index lists all authors featured in WLC by nationality.
For expatriate authors and authors identified with more than one nation,
multiple listings are offered.

= The Title Index lists in alphabetical order all individual works by the
authors appearing in WLC. English-language translations of original
foreign-language titles are cross-referenced to the foreign titles so that
all references to a work are combined in one listing.

Citing World Literature Criticism
When writing papers, students who quote directly from WLC may use the fol-

lowing general forms to footnote reprinted criticism. The first example is for materi-
al drawn from periodicals, the second for material reprinted from books:
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Gary Smith, “Gwendolyn Brooks’s ‘A Street in Bronzeville,’ the Harlem
Renaissance and the Mythologies of Black Women,” MELUS, Vol. 10,
No. 3 (Fall 1983), 33-46; excerpted and reprinted in World Literature
Criticism, 1500 to the Present, ed. James P. Draper (Detroit: Gale Re-
search, 1992), pp. 459-61.

Frederick R. Karl, American Fictions, 1940/1980: A Comprehensive
History and Critical Evaluation (Harper & Row, 1983); excerpted and
reprinted in World Literature Criticism, 1500 to the Present, ed. James
P. Draper (Detroit: Gale Research, 1992), pp. 541-46.
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Comments Are Welcome
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Building, Detroit, Ml 48226-4094.
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Chinua Achebe 1930-
Widely considered the finest Nigerian novelist, Achebe was the first African writer
to attract international attention with his classic work Things Fall Apart. His novels
are among the first in English to present an intimate and authentic rendering of
AFFICAN CUIUIE......ceeec ettt e s nen
Edward Albee 1928-
Best known for his first full-length drama, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Albee
was initially classified as an absurdist. He generally defies this term, however,
by dismissing the absurdist sense of inescapable determinism and offering, in-
stead, solutions to the conflicts he creates
Louisa May Alcott 1832-1888
Alcott is best known for her sentimental yet realistic depictions of nineteenth-
century American domestic life. Her most famous novel, Little Women, has been
a staple for generations of readers since its publication in 1868............c.ccccecvneee

Hans Christian Andersen 1805-1875

Andersen is known as the author of such well-loved stories as “The Little Mer-

maid” and “The Ugly Duckling.” By drawing on folklore and personal experience

for his fairy tales, Andersen expanded the scope of the genre...........ccccccevunese.
Sherwood Anderson 1876-1941

Anderson was among the first American authors to explore the influence of the

unconscious upon human behavior. His most famous work, a collection of stories

titted Winesburg, Ohio, is based on his time growing up in Clyde, Ohio.............
Matthew Arnold 1822-1888

As one of the most influential poets of the later Victorian period, Arnold wrote

elegiac verse expressing a sense of modern malaise. Such poems as “Dover

Beach” and “The Forsaken Merman” mark some of the finest of the era........
Margaret Atwood 1939-

Atwood's acclaimed novels and poems explore the relationship between humani-

ty and nature, unsettling aspects of human behavior, and power as it pertains

to gender and political roles. For the latter, she has earned a distinguished reputa-

tion among feminist writers and readers...........cc.coeeeinrienesicessncne
W. H. Auden 1907-1973

A modernist whose rejection of Romantic tenets was summarized in a single line

(“Poetry makes nothing happen”), Auden spawned the “Oxford Group” or

“Auden Generation" of writers. His work remains highly influential.....................
Jane Austen 1775-1817

As a supreme prose stylist, Austen has secured a lasting place in English litera-

ture. She penned such widely-read classics as Pride and Prejudice, Sense and

Sensibility, Emma, aNd PEISUASION ............cuvcvveeieesierissesisssesssssessssesessssesasessssnsssssees
James Baldwin 1924-1987

One of the most important American writers of the twentieth century, Baldwin—

author of Go Tell It on the Mountain—is considered an eloquent and impassioned

critic of racial and sexual discrimination in American society........c...ccceceururururueacs
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Honoré de Balzac 1799-1850
One of the greatest French novelists of the nineteenth century, Balzac wrote La
comédie humaine, a collection of more than ninety novels and short stories that
provide a comprehensive portrait of French society in his day............ccoeeeveveenees
Charles Baudelaire 1821-1867
One of the world's greatest lyric and prose poets, Baudelaire is acclaimed for
controversial poems chronicling his spiritual obsessions and depicting beauty
amidst the poverty, amorality, and filth he believed characterized urban Paris..

Simone de Beauvoir 1908-1986
In addition to her feminist theories, Beauvoir is esteemed for her documentation
of left-wing intellectualism and existentialism. She is best known for her nonfiction
work The Second Sex, a study of women'’s status throughout history, although
her novels also achieved acclaim
Samuel Beckett 1906-1989
The plotless scenario and seemingly senseless dialogue of Beckett's experimen-
tal masterpiece, Waiting for Godot, inspired the term “Theater of the Absurd”
and helped shape the focus of contemporary drama...........ccceeeeeeeeeemereenecnensnens
Aphra Behn 1640?-1689
As the first English woman to earn a living solely by writing, Behn was known
for her quick wit and her advocacy of women’s rights...........ccccceueuerererniernicsennene
Saul Bellow 1915-
The author of The Victim and The Adventures of Augie March, Bellow often de-
picts conflicts between New World and Old World values and addresses the
question of what it is to be human in an increasingly impersonal and mechanistic

Ambrose Bierce 1842-1914?
Bierce's stories, which typically involve mental deterioration and bizarre forms
of death, express the terror of existence in a meaningless universe. His penchant
for horror led to his distinction as “the wickedest man in San Francisco.” ........

William Blake 1757-1827
A visionary poet and artist, Blake was once ridiculed as a madman but is now
revered as a genius. His best-known work is “The Tyger”: “Tyger! Tyger! burning
bright / In the forests of the night / What immortal hand or eye / Could frame
thy fearful symmetry?”........cccoeerivvcnnns

Heinrich B&ll 1917-1985
One of Germany’s most popular and prolific authors, B&ll gained international
fame as a chronicler of the Federal German Republic. He was awarded the Nobel
PrZE IN 1972ttt cre s see et e s s saenssaa b e s ene et e sne s e sssasasasasenassssnsn

Jorge Luis Borges 1899-1986
Among the foremost literary figures to have written in Spanish, Borges is best
known for his esoteric short stories in which he blended fantasy and realism to
address complex philosophical problems............c..........
James Boswell 1740-1795
One of the most colorful figures in eighteenth-century English literature, Boswell
is esteemed for his inimitable conversational style and pictorial documentation
of life in such nonfiction works as London Journal and The Life of Samuel John-

Ray Bradbury 1920-
Bradbury has written short stories, novels, dramas, screenplays, poetry, and non-
fiction, but he is best known as the science fiction author who wrote The Martian
ORIONUCIOS siisvicissvassisumnsssivsisinaseasvsinnnisissssissisassusssssssssssssssssesisessssssuassinsssasmessssesusissasisss
Bertolt Brecht 1898-1956
Brecht's imagination, artistic genius, and profound grasp of the nature of drama
establish him as a chief innovator of modern theatrical techniques. His great tal-
ent in the medium allowed him to exploit his stage sense to promote his political
and humaniStiC COMCOIMS .ssuussissssrsssssssvasussiissssisassssssstsasssessinssissanissasvasisisssrsissinsbrass
Charlotte Bronté 1816-1855
In her highly acclaimed Jane Eyre: An Autobiography, Bronté challenged the
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nineteenth-century stereotypical view of women as submissive, dependent be-
ings. For her originality in form and content, Bronté is regarded by many as a
forerunner of feminist novelists
Emily Bront& 1818-1848
One of the most important yet elusive figures in English literature, Bronté led a
brief and circumscribed life but left behind a literary legacy that includes some
of the most passionate and inspired writing in Victorian literature..............ccccou....
Rupert Brooke 1887-1915
Considered England’'s foremost young poet at the time of his death, Brooke is
best known today for his war poetry and for his personal mystique as the embodi-
ment of idealized YOULN ... e snene
Gwendolyn Brooks 1917-
Brooks, a major contemporary poet, is best known for her sensitive portraits of
urban blacks. Her early works avoided overt statements about race and racism
but, with the advent of the Black Power movement, she began to explore the
marginality of black life in her poetry and to recognize the rage and despair
among many black people as Ner OWN..........cceceeeeviinienesenenesessesessessssssssansens
Elizabeth Barrett Browning 1806-1861
One of the most celebrated English poets, Browning is remembered for a collec-
tion of love poems written to her husband, poet Robert Browning. The best-
known selection from Sonnets from the Portuguese is Sonnet XLIII, which con-
tains the often-quoted line “How do | love thee? Let me count the ways." .......
John Bunyan 1628-1688
Bunyan is recognized as a master of allegorical prose, and his conception and
technique are often compared to those of John Milton and Edmund Spenser. He
is chiefly remembered for his religious classic Pilgrim’s Progress......................

Edmund Burke 1729-1797

As the founder of modern Anglo-American conservatism, Burke is considered

by many to be the most important and influential English statesman and political

writer of the eighteenth CONtUNY ... ssesnsnene
Robert Burns 1759-1796

Admired for his fervent championship of the innate freedom and dignity of human-

ity, Burns is regarded as the national poet of Scotland...........ccccecevrvirinvcicrinncnnne
William S. Burroughs 1914-

An innovative and controversial author of experimental fiction, Burroughs is best

known for Naked Lunch, a surreal account of his fourteen-year addiction to mor-

phine and other drugs ... saassseeas
Samuel Butler 1835-1902

Novelist Butler, one of the most renowned English authors of the late-Victorian

period, created scathing portraits of Victorian family life and pungent satires of

ENGIISN SOCIBAY cscs:sosivosassammssssssssssussvisinssisssmssmssisssinsedsiossssesiss vsitasiiainnssiiadsssinasisssnsssisonsss
Lord Byron 1788-1824

English poet Byron—author of the epic Don Juan—was enormously popular dur-

ing his life until the press vilified him, alleging that he maintained an incestuous

relationship With his SISTEr........c.ccueiiieecerieicccrre et sn e
Albert Camus 1913-1960

One of the most important literary figures of the twentieth century, Camus is

known for his consistent and passionate exploration of his major theme: the belief

that people can attain happiness in an apparently meaningless world. This

theme is captured in such famous works as The Myth of Sisyphus and The

Stranger ..................... e s
Karel Capek 1890-1938

In such science-fiction works as Aossum’s Universal Robots and War with the

Newits, Capek satirized a host of social, economic, and political systems and

warned against the dehumanizing aspects of modern civilization.........c....ccco......
Truman Capote 1924-1984

With the popular and controversial /n Cold Blood, a psycho-biographical investi-

gation of a mass murder, Capote became a leading practitioner of New Journal-
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ism, popularizing a genre that he called the nonfiction novel. He was an intriguing

public figure as well as a writer, serving as the model for the character Dill in Har-

per Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and playing the role of an eccentric millionaire

in a screen adaptation of Neil Simon's Murder by Death
Lewis Carroll (Charles Lutwidge Dodgson) 1832-1898

The creator of the well-loved Alice in Wonderland, Carroll wrote novels that con-

tinue to be embraced by children and adults alike ...........c.cccocoerurnecreiencrecersrieennn
Willa Cather 1873-1947

Cather is best known for her novels O Pioneers! and My Antonia. Both are regard-
ed as evocative, realistic portrayals of pioneer life written in celebration of the
courageous endurance of the early Midwestern settlers and the natural beauty
of the prairie [ANASCAPE........cccoeverererirrereecrreceereesessesesesas s e sessasaessssnesssaesssassasassasnens
Miguel de Cervantes 1547-1616
Cervantes has had an inestimable impact on the development of modern fiction
through his novel Don Quixote. Viewed as one of the most enduring masterpieces
of world literature, the hilarious adventures of the deranged gentieman-turned-
knight Quixote and his companion, Sancho Panza, assume archetypal impor-
tance for what they reveal of the human mind and emotions, Golden Age Spanish
society, and the compass of earthly existence .
John Cheever 1912-1982
Dubbed *“the Chekhov of the exurbs,” Cheever chronicled the psychic unrest of
suburban life in such highly regarded short stories as “The Swimmer,” “The Enor-
mous Radio,” and “The Housebreaker of Shady Hill"” and such novels as The
Wapshot Chronicle and BUlEt PArK .............eceeinscessssssssessessssssssssssssssssssssssssees
Anton Chekhov 1860-1904
The most significant Russian author of the literary generation succeeding Leo
Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Chekhov is revered for his stylistic innovations
in fiction and drama and for his depth of insight into the human condition........

Jean Cocteau 1889-1963
Viewing himself as a creative and misunderstood social outcast, Cocteau made
alienation a central theme of hisS WOTK.........ccovevcvnincnncncncnc e
Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1772-1834
The intellectual stalwart of the English Romantic movement, Coleridge is best
known for three poems: “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” “Kubla Kahn,” and
“Christabel.” His fame and influence were marred by health problems and a life-
long dependence On OPIUM ........ccceerveecnesscsnsenrensansens rreeeeeaae e eneaes
William Congreve 1670-1729
Congreve is recognized as the greatest comic dramatist of the Restoration. The
wit of such plays as Love for Love and The Way of the World continues to engage
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Joseph Conrad 1857-1924
Conrad is best known as the author of Heart of Darkness, the story of a man's
symbolic journey into his own inner being and the basis for Francis Ford Cop-
pola’s 1979 film Apocalypse Now.. eSS AN SRS
Hart Crane 1899-1932
A lyric poet in the Romantic visionary tradition, Crane has been compared to Wil-
liam Blake, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Charles Baudelaire..............cccoceueueunnene
Stephen Crane 1871-1900
One of America’s foremost realistic writers, Crane made his mark as the progeni-
tor of American Naturalism. In such works as The Red Badge of Courage and
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, he espoused his view of “life as warfare,” depicting
hardship on the battlefield and in the SIUMS...........ccccvviiinicrnincccicenne
E. E. Cummings 1894-1962
Conformity, mass psychology, and snobbery were frequent targets of Cum-
mings’s humorous and sometimes scathing satirical poetry: “the Cambridge la-
dies who live in furnished souls / are unbeautiful and have comfortable minds.
. . . the Cambridge ladies do not care, above Cambridge if sometimes in its box
of sky lavender and cornerless the / moon rattles like a fragment of angry
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Robertson Davies 1913-
The author of such novels as Fifth Business and The World of Wonders, Davies
is a prominent figure in Canadian literature. He often directs his satirical humor
toward Canadian provincialism, which he perceives as a hindrance to Canada’s
cultural develOPMENL...........coieceeeiiereeceeer et se e ae e e s e s e sesneese e s esanseas
Daniel Defoe 1660?-1731
The “father of the English novel,” Defoe was sentenced to three days in the pillo-
ry and a prison term for his writings satirizing Tory leaders and high churchmen;
he later served as a secret agent and political propagandist for the Tories.......
Walter de la Mare 1873-1956
De la Mare’s poetry and fiction blend mystical experiences with ordinary objects
and events, exploring such romantic concerns as dreams, death, and the fantasy
worlds Of ChIldNOOM.........cc.couieiiiieie ettt ens

Charles Dickens 1812-1870
One of the best-known writers in all of literature, Dickens created such memora-
ble characters as Ebenezer Scrooge, Little Nell, and Miss Havisham. He
achieved popularity with an early work, Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club,
and went on to produce such time-honored classics as Oliver Twist, A Christmas
Carol, The Personal History of David Copperfield, Bleak House, Great Expecta-
HONS, @NA LItHE DOITIE ........o.eoeererereeeretreeirecriee e ass st sn e sane s aesseraaens
Emily Dickinson 1830-1886
Dickinson's forthright examination of her philosophical and religious skepticism,
unorthodox attitude toward her gender, and original style of writing have facilitat-
ed her reputation as one of the greatest American poets. This distinction came
posthumously; few of Dickinson’s poems were published during her lifetime.....

John Donne 1572-1631
One of the most accomplished—and controversial—poets of the seventeenth
century, Donne composed such famous works as “Death Be Not Proud,” “Hymn
to God My God in My Sicknesse,” and “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning.”
Such poems focused on religion, love, death, and spirituality: ““Moving of th’ earth
brings harms and fears, / Men reckon what it did and meant; / But trepidation
of the spheres, / Though greater far, is innocent. / Dull sublunary lovers’ love
/ (Whose soul is sense) cannot admit / Absence, because it doth remove / Those
things which elemented it." ... s
John Dos Passos 1896-1970
Called “the greatest writer of our time” by Jean-Paul Sartre, Dos Passos was
a master novelist and chronicler of twentieth-century American life. His commit-
ment to leftist political causes and his later shift to a conservative stance inform
his best known works, Manhattan Transfer and U. S. A.........eeeevvervivccrvsnnunnn
Fyodor Dostoyevsky 1821-1881
In such novels as Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov, Dos-
toyevsky attained profound philosophical and psychological insights that antici-
pated important developments in twentieth-century thought, including psycho-
analysis and existentialism. His work also influenced the thoughts and themes
of many modern writers, including Franz Kafka..............ccccoovcivincivnininccnnnnininne
Frederick Douglass 1817?-1895
Author of one of the most compelling antislavery documents produced by a fugi-
tive slave, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Douglass was an important
spokesman for the abolition Of Slavery...........ieiciicncccec e
Arthur Conan Doyle 1859-1930
Despite his numerous historical works, Doyle is known chiefly as the writer of
detective novels and as the creator of one of the most famous literary characters
of all time, Sherlock HOIMES..........cccieieieerre e ses e sennns
Theodore Dreiser 1871-1945
Dreiser was one of the principal American exponents of literary Naturalism at the
turn of the century. With such novels as Sister Carrie and An American Tragedy,
he led the way for a generation of writers seeking to present a detailed and realis-
tic portrait of AMERCAN life............cceeereieieeceeeieteeee et s e naas
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John Dryden 1631-1700

Regarded as the father of modern English poetry and criticism, Dryden dominat-

ed literary life in England during the last four decades of the seventeenth cen-
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W. E. B. Du Bois 1868-1963

Although he wrote the famous 7The Souls of Black Folk as well as numerous es-

says, novels, poems, and histories, Du Bois is generally remembered as a pio-

neering civil rights activist in the twentieth century...........ccccoeeericreceeeeeeseeeeeenee 2:1060
Alexandre Dumas, pére 1802-1870

Regarded as one of the world's greatest storytellers, Dumas penned two of the

most widely read novels in literary history, The Count of Monte Cristo and The

THIEE MUSKBIBENS ......eceeeeeeeeeererrcesreisreesaesesssnsessasssesnssensanes 2:1077
Paul Laurence Dunbar 1872-1906

Considered America’s first great black poet, Dunbar is best known for his dialect

verse and as the first black author in America to earn a living from his pen..... 2:1096
George Eliot 1819-1880

Upon their publication, Eliot's early novels received high praise. When it was re-

vealed that George Eliot was the pseudonym of a woman, Mary Ann Evans, the

works were duly condemned, as were The Mill on the Floss and Silas Marner.

Today, however, the latter books are regarded as classics, and Eliot is revered

as the most learned and respected novelist of the later Victorian period........... 2:1115
T. S. Eliot 1888-1965

Throughout his career, Eliot strongly advocated the development of a “historical

sense,” which he stated was “nearly indispensable to anyone who would contin-

ue to be a poet beyond his twenty-fifth year.” Consequently, awareness and affir-

mation of his literary and cultural heritage is one of the most prominent features

of such epic poems as The Waste Land and Four Quartets, as well as Eliot's

shorter verse, including “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.” The last-named

work contains the famous lines: “In the room the women come and go / talking

of Michaelangelo.” ..........cccccuu......
Ralph Ellison 1914-

One of the most influential and accomplished American authors of the twentieth

century, Ellison is best known for his masterpiece /nvisible Man, the story of an

unnamed black youth’s quest for identity in a hostile world..........ccceoeivecnrernennne 2:1152
Ralph Waldo Emerson 1803-1882

A founder of the Transcendental movement, which embodied a distinctly Ameri-

can philosophy based on optimism, individuality, and mysticism, essayist and

poet Emerson was one of the most influential literary figures of the nineteenth

CONLUNY ....ooentiieretsencssssetssstss s s s e asssaes e s n s e ss s st nansnsssaassn s b nassenssssssnstsnans 2:1168
William Faulkner 1897-1962

Faulkner's work often explores exploitation and corruption in the American South.

Such novels as The Sound and the Fury, Light in August, Absalom, Absalom!,

and As / Lay Dying are regarded as classics of American literature and earned

the author a Nobel Prize. In his acceptance speech for the award, Faulkner stated

that the fundamental theme of his fiction is “the human heart in conflict with it-
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Henry Fielding 1707-1754

Instrumental in the development of the English novel, Fielding sought to depict

the natural world in such a way that would “laugh mankind out of their favourite

follies and vices.” et 2:1201
F. Scott Fitzgerald 1896-1940

Fitzgerald's best-known stories of the Jazz Age, including 7he Great Gatsby and

Tender is the Night, examine an entire generation’s search for the elusive Ameri-

can dream of wealth and happiness .........ccccvviiinni e 2:1219
Gustave Flaubert 1821-1880

The most influential French novelist of the nineteenth century, Flaubert is remem-

bered primarily for the stylistic precision and dispassionate rendering of psycho-

logical detail found in his masterpiece, Madame Bovary .... 2:1237




E. M. Forster 1879-1970

Forster is best remembered as the author of Howards End, A Passage to India,

and other novels of manners depicting Edwardian society and British morality.

His works are highly esteemed for their realistic renderings of conservative En-

glish culture........ccccovereruennnene. R USRO 2:1256
Anne Frank 1929-1945

Frank is known throughout the world for the diary she did not live to see pub-

lished. Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl documents Frank’s adolescence,

most of which was spent in the tiny upper quarters of a house in Amsterdam

where she and her Jewish family hid from Nazi troops during World War Il ...... 2:1272
Robert Frost 1874-1963

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Frost commented on social and political issues and

described scenes of natural beauty in his explorations of humanity’s constant

struggle against chaos and bewilderment ..........cccccovevirnnnncrnicncnnsccseecenans 2:1286
Carlos Fuentes 1928-

A novelist who is chiefly concerned with establishing a viable Mexican identity

in his work, Fuentes uses the past thematically and symbolically to comment on

contemporary concerns and to project his own vision of Mexico’s future........... 2:1307
John Galsworthy 1867-1933

Galsworthy's relatives provided him with the basis for the characters in his “For-

syte Chronicles,” a well-known series of stories centering on upper middle-class

ENglish 6. civsumsnammsimssminnimimsiissainmsissmimms s - 2:1325
Federico Garcia Lorca 1898-1936

Hailed as one of Spain’s most important poets, Garcia Lorca drew upon all ele-

ments of Spanish life and culture to create poetry at once traditional, modern,

personal, and universal. He sought to liberate language from its structural con-

straints and bring out the musicality inherent in the Spanish language............... 2:1337
Gabriel Garcia Marquez 1928-

Garcia Marquez's stories feature an imaginative blend of history, politics, social

realism, fantasy, magic, and surrealism. Using these techniques, Garcia Marquez

obscures the customary distinctions between illusion and reality ..........ccocucuee 3:1355

André Gide 1869-1951

All of Gide's works in some way reflect his emotional struggles, and critics agree

that one aspect of his genius was his ability to translate the contradictions and

complexities of his nature iNtO art.............cceceeerinienninneirnrs e sseses s sssansensss 3:1373
Allen Ginsberg 1926-

The opening lines of Ginsberg's ‘““Howl" are among the most well-known in Amer-

ican poetry: “| saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starv-

ing / hysterical naked, / dragging themselves through the negro streets at dawn

looking for an / angry fiX."” ... e 3:1390
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 1749-1832

In addition to his career as a highly distinguished writer, Goethe was an estab-

lished scientist, artist, musician, and philosopher. He is considered Germany's

greatest writer and a genius of the highest order ..... 3:1408
Nikolai Gogol 1809-1852

Progenitor of the Russian Naturalist movement, novelist Gogol explored many

aspects of Russian life in the epic novel Dead Souls and is often cited as a major

inspiration to such prominent authors as Fyodor Dostoyevsky and Franz

William Golding 1911-1991
The winner of the Nobel Prize in 1983, Golding is among the most popular and
influential post-World War Il British authors. He is best known for his novel Lord
OF JNQ FIIOS icisisississisisnivensisinsossasusunassessssassnsmsusissssns s i esasisn aasssasusissosswssnvinisssasosnivisss 3:1443
Oliver Goldsmith 1728?—1774
The author of The Vicar of Wakefield and She Stoops to Conquer, novelist and
dramatist Goldsmith neglected his studies at Dublin’s Trinity College and was fre-
quently reprimanded for infractions of regulations, such as his participation in a
riot, growing from a protest of another student’s arrest, during which several peo-
Ple Were Killed..........cccouiiieiccirie s 3:1461




Maxim Gorky 1868-1936

Gorky’s brutal yet romantic portraits of Russian life and sympathetic depictions

of the working class had an inspirational effect on the oppressed people of his

native land........ T R—— SRR 3:1480
Giinter Grass 1927-

Grass'’s Danzig trilogy graphically captures the reactions of many German citi-

zens to the rise of Nazism and the horrors of war. Inspired by Surrealism and

German Expressionism, Grass utilizes black humor, satire, and wordplay in his

fiction, prompting comparisons to James Joyce, Laurence Sterne, and Frangois

RADOIAIS .csisnssssssimiimsmisssssmm e isisssas o . 3:1499
Thomas Gray 1716-1771

English poet Gray achieved immediate critical and popular acclaim with his

“Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard,” a poem admired for, in the words of

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, its “divine truisms that make us weep." .........ccccceeruenene 3:1517
Graham Greene 1904-1991

A popular and prolific novelist, Greene engaged his readers with his terse style

and vivid descriptive passages, as in his most famous novel The Power and the

Glory, in which a priest is jailed overnight for drunkenness in a Mexican province

that has outlawed Catholicism 3:1535
Thomas Hardy 1840-1928

Although it is regarded as a classic, Hardy's Tess of the d'Urbervilles was de-

nounced upon publication as immoral, anti-Christian, and unduly pessimistic.

When his following novel, Jude the Obscure, garnered a similar response, Hardy

ceased writing fiction and turned instead to poetry and drama........cccccccovvrurernnnne 3:1556
Bret Harte 18367-1902

American short story writer Harte achieved immense popularity for his nostalgic

portrayals of the mining camps and ethnic groups of California during the Gold

RUSh Of 1B49........coeeeceecc e ses s e e s e ssnesnsne 3:1574
Nathaniel Hawthorne 1804-1864

Along with Edgar Allan Poe, Hawthorne is viewed as one of the principal archi-

tects of the modern American short story. In addition, his best-known novel, 7he

Scarlet Letter, is acknowledged as a classic of American literature..................... 3:1592
H. D. (Hilda Doolittle) 1886-1961

H. D.’s early free verse poetry was the inspiration for Ezra Pound’s formulation

of Imagism. Although her later poetry transcended the principles of Imagist verse

to include mythological, occult, and religious themes as well as psychoanalytic
concepts and symbolism, she is often called “the perfect Imagist.” ...........cce.euc. 3:1610

Joseph Heller 1923-

Heller's works combine a comic vision of modern society with serious moral over-

tones. His best-known novel, Cafch-22, is regarded as a post-World War |l
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Ernest Hemingway 1899-1961

Despite his tendency to generate controversy at every turn, Hemingway is regard-

ed as one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century. He is remembered as

much for his extravagant lifestyle as for such acclaimed novels as The Sun Also

Rises, A Farewell to Arms, and For Whom the Bell TOIIs ...............iiinuenene 3:1646
O. Henry (William Sydney Porter) 1862-1910

One of the most popular short story writers of the twentieth century, O. Henry

began his literary career after serving five years in prison on embezziement

Lo =T (o [OOSR 3:1664
Hermann Hesse 1877-1962

Best known as the author Siddhartha, Demian, and Steppenwolf, Hesse attained

a huge, cult-like readership among the youth of the 1960s, who readily identified

with his rebellious, passionately spiritual heroes and their struggle to transcend
the materialism of society through art, mysticism, and love........c.cceeueuiurunncnnnnene 3:1683
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Gerard Manley Hopkins 1844-1889

Hopkins, a crafter of both poetry and poetic theory, is known for religious poetry

cast in a meter he termed “sprung rhythm.” .......... . . 3:1701
Langston Hughes 1902-1967

Called “the Poet Laureate of Harlem,”” Hughes articulated the frustrations of Afri-

can-Americans in the poem “A Dream Deferred”: “What happens to a dream

deferred?/ Does it dry up/ like a raisin in the sun?/ Or fester like a sore—/And

then run?/ Does it stink like rotten meat?/ Or crust and sugar over—/ like a syr-

upy sweet?/ Maybe it just sags/ like a heavy load./ Or does it explode?"....... 3:1718
Victor Hugo 1802-1885

French novelist and poet Hugo completed his best-known work, the novel Les

misérables, while in exile due to his uncompromising opposition to Louis Napo-

leon’s dictatorial ambitioNs..........cc.oceeerirrcieeeere et seres e e enesesens 3:1738
Aldous Huxley 1894-1963

English novelist Huxley is best known for Brave New World, in which he forecasts

a horrific world civilization resulting from new technologies and political manipula-

HOM. eteeecererenenerre e menas snnens .. 3:1756
Henrik Ibsen 1828-1906

A pioneer of modern theater, Ibsen left his native Norway in 1864. He believed

that only by distancing himself from his homeland could he obtain the perspective

necessary to write truly Norwegian drama ...........cccoeeceenieneescenenssneensesassesssesessnssens 3:1774
Eugéne lonesco 1912-

A prominent dramatist associated with the Theater of the Absurd, Rumanian-born

lonesco explores the human condition in such darkly comic dramas as Rhinocer-
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Washington Irving 1783-1859

The author of such famous and well-loved stories as “Rip Van Winkle" and “The

Legend of Sleepy Hollow," Irving is considered the first professional writer in the

United States . o 3:1814
Shirley Jackson 1919-1965

In works that often contain elements of conventional gothic horror, Jackson

chronicled the evil underlying human nature. Her classic short story “The

Lottery” portrays a village gathering for an annual drawing that ends with a ritual

sacrifice 3:1833
Henry James 1843-1916

One of the greatest novelists to write in the English language, James was a lead-

ing advocate of Realism in American literature.............ccecocrceenrercccsinincneccennesennns 3:1853
Robinson Jeffers 1887-1962

An American poet whose prophetic admonitions against modern civilization and

human introversion have attracted both critical censure and widespread admira-

tion, Jeffers is best known for writing long narrative poems in which he contrasted

the strength and enduring beauty of nature with a tragic vision of human suffering

and inconsequence 3:1871
Samuel Johnson 1709-1784

Johnson ranks as the major literary figure of the late sighteenth century and is

perhaps the most often-quoted writer in the English language after

Shakespeare...... 3:1886
Ben Jonson 1572?-1637

One of the greatest writers and theorists of English literature, Jonson is remem-

bered for his poetry as well as his satirical comedies................... .. 3:1905
James Joyce 1882-1941

One of the most important literary figures of the twentieth century, Irish novelist

Joyce redefined the limits of language and recreated the form of the modern

novel in such seminal works as Ulysses and Portrait of the Artist as a Young

T eSS S P 3:1923
Franz Kafka 1883-1924

Kafka's fiction has been variously described as autobiographical, psychoanalytic,

Marxist, religious, Existentialist, Expressionist, and Naturalist. In his works, Kafka




gave literary form to the disorder of the modern world, turning his private night-

mares into universal myths S B e T S, 3:1939
John Keats 1795-1821

A key figure of the English Romantic movement, Keats wrote such postic stan-

dards as “La Belle Dame Sans Merci” and his collection of odes. The final lines

of “Ode on a Grecian Urn” are among literature’s best-known: * ‘Beauty is truth,

truth beauty,’'—that is all / Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.”.......... 3:1953

Jack Kerouac 1922-1969

The chief literary figure and spokesman of the 1950s cultural phenomenon

known as the Beat Movement, Kerouac depicted the world-weary yet optimistic

attitude of his generation in the novel On the Road, a loosely-structured, fictional-

ized account of the wanderings and reckless adventures of Kerouac and his

friends .....ccoceieeeniieenn. et easen e e ne 3:1971
Ken Kesey 1935-

As a member of the “Merry Pranksters,” Kesey traveled around the United States

during the 1960s promoting experimental drug use and social revolt. His best-

known novel, One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, focuses on alienated and non-

conformist individuals confined in a mental institution who attempt, through love,

hope, rebellion, and humor, to overcome their limitations and to retain their sanity

and self-respect....... . A 3:1990
Rudyard Kipling 1865-1936

Creator of many of the world’s best-loved short stories, Kipling also wrote postry

and novels. He is best known for The Jungle Books, which depict the adventures

of Mowgli, a boy abandoned by his parents and raised by wolves...................... 3:2006
Charles Lamb 1775-1834

A well-known literary figure in nineteenth-century England, Lamb is chiefly re-

membered today for his “Elia” essays, a sequence renowned for its witty, idiosyn-

cratic treatment of everyday SUDJECLS ...........cccccccriininiiinniiiiinine e 3:2024
D. H. Lawrence 1885-1930

One of the most original English writers of the twentieth century, Lawrence ex-

plored human nature through frank discussions of sex, psychology, and religion.

His work defied not only the conventional artistic norms of his day but also the

political, social, and moral values. Lawrence’s last major novel, Lady Chatterley’s

Lover, was subjected to an obscenity trial in England before it was vindicated
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Harper Lee 1926-

Novelist Lee’s story of racial prejudice in the American South, 7o Kill a Mocking-

bird, achieved immediate popularity and acclaim, winning a Pulitzer Prize and

prompting a film adaptation that received an Academy Award...........cccccoeverurcnne 4:2059
C. S. Lewis 1898-1963

An accomplished and influential literary scholar, logician, Christian polemicist,

and writer of fantasy literature, Lewis attributed his Christian conversion to a con-

versation in which novelist J. R. R. Tolkien convinced him that to believe in the

God of Christianity was to enter the enjoyment of a myth grounded in reality... 4:2075
Sinclair Lewis 1885-1951

A brilliant satirist, Lewis wrote fiction that vengefully attacked what he saw as

the dullness and smug provincialism of much of American life..........cccc.cccvceeueneee 4:2096
Vachel Lindsay 1879-1931

Poet Lindsay often found that critics ignored his concern for beauty and democra-

cy, focusing instead on his spirited public readings. The strong rhythmic quality

of much of his poetry nearly requires that it be chanted aloud ............cccocevuvenne 4:2115
Jack London 1876-1916

The author of The Call of the Wild, London incorporated socialism, mysticism,

Darwinian determinism, and Nietzschean theories of race into his many stories
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Robert Lowell 1917-1977

One of the most influential and widely acclaimed American poets of the mid-

twentieth century, Lowell experimented with a wide range of verse forms and
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