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PREFACE

The Ethnicity and Fertility in Southeast Asia Project that
commenced in 1980, was an outgrowth of an earlier project,
Culture and Fertility in Southeast Asia, which was completed in
1979, Building upon the results of the earlier study, which
established that ethnicity was a significant factor underlying
the fertility differentials among the various ethnic groups in
Southeast Asia, the present project aimed to explore in greater
detail the extent to which ethnicity and ethnic factors 1like
ethnic attitudes, ethnic identification and cultural practices
influenced reproductive behaviour. Instead of utilizing
secondary sources, the project relied on primary data collected
through the survey technique. In all, twenty ethnic groups from
the five ASEAN countries were surveyed 1in this study which
spanned a total of three years.

A study involving five different countries and so many
ethnic groups of diverse cultural and religious backgrounds would
invariably pose problems of comparability. To maximize
comparability across countries, the study relied on the use of a
common core questionnaire as well as a common analytical
framework and data analysis procedures. While comparability was
important, the incorporation of country-specific factors salient
and relevant to the explanation of fertility behaviour was also
encouraged. The final research design therefore attempted to be
as comprehensive as possible 1in the exploration of the ethnic
dimension 1in fertility differentials among the various ethnic
groups studied.

Three workshops were held during the period of the project
to enable the researchers to come together to discuss and resolve
problems related to the project. The first workshop was held in
May 1980. At this workshop the conceptual framework and the core
questionnaire were finalized. In the second workshop held in
June 1981, the methods of data analysis were decided. At the
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