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Dedication to Professor Y. K. Lin

This book, which contains a series of original contributions in the area
of Stochastic Dynamics, is dedicated to Professor Y. K. Lin by some
of his friends, colleagues and former students on the occasion of his
sixty-fifth birthday. It is a token of appreciation for the valuable things
he has taught all of us by his lectures, discussions and writings.

Mike Lin was born on 30 October 1923 in Fukien Province, which
now belongs to The People’s Republic of China. After receiving his
basic University education in China, he studied at Stanford University,
California, USA where, in 1957, he earned a Ph.D. in structural
engineering. During this period, he also worked as stress engineer for
the Vertol Aircraft Corporation. From 1957 to 1958 he joined the
Faculty of the Imperial College of Engineering in Ethiopia. Returning
to the US he went to work with the Transport Division of the Boeing
Company as research engineer. In 1960 he accepted an appointment as
professor of aeronautical and astronautical engineering and of civil
engineering at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where
he stayed until 1983. He then accepted the Charles E. Schmidt
Eminent Scholar Chair at the Florida Atlantic University in Boca
Raton, Florida. Here he also serves as Director of the Center for
Applied Stochastics Research (CASR).

During the period 1967-8 he was a National Science Foundation
(NSF) Senior Post-Doctoral Fellow and Visiting Professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He also taught at two NSF
sponsored institutes for college teachers, one at the University of New
Mexico in 1966 and the other at the University of Illinois in 1970. In
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vi Dedication to Professor Y. K. Lin

1976 he was a Senior Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Sound and
Vibration Research at the University of Southampton. In 1984 he was
awarded the Alfred M. Freudenthal Medal for outstanding contribu-
tions to random vibration by ASCE.

Mike Lin’s academic career was accompanied by consulting to major
companies and US government laboratories including General Motors
Corp., General Dynamics Corp., Boeing Co., TRW Corp., Air Force
Material Laboratory, NASA and the General Thomas J. Rodman
Laboratory. He is a registered PE in the states of Florida and Illinois
and a fellow of many professional societies, including the Acoustical
Society of America, the American Academy of Mechanics and ASCE.

The papers contributed to this volume demonstrate the impact of
Mike Lin’s research and teaching in the area of random vibration and
structural dynamics. In particular, his book on Probabilistic Theory of
Structural Dynamics has developed into an indispensable reference
book for students, researchers and practising engineers working in this
field. Most important, his valuable contributions in the application of
Markov process theory to structural dynamics in stochastic stability
and in nonlinear stochastic dynamics are considered to be landmarks
in the development of the field.

The great number of publications which are still in press attest to his
admirable continued activitics. We consider ourselves fortunate to be
able to share with him his findings in the years to come and wish
Professor Lin health and strength in the continuation of his work.
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