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PREFACE

wrote the first and second editions of Sociology:

A Global Perspective with one overriding goal:

to showcase the accomplishments of the disci-
pline. I wanted to show the power, vitality, rele-
vance, and versatility of sociological concepts and
theories for framing and explaining a variety of so-
cial phenomena and issues. With this goal in mind I
made some fundamental changes in the traditional
textbook model, which sociologists (and other aca-
demics) typically have followed to organize,
arrange, and present the knowledge of their disci-
pline. The major changes are interrelated and in-
clude the following:

1. Introducing students to sociology’s essential con-
cepts and theoretical perspectives in a coordi-
nated and integrated way, such that the final
product is not an encyclopedia-style overview of

the field

2. Demonstrating that sociological concepts and
theories are not merely “definitions” but rather
tools that can organize information, guide the
way ideas are presented, and direct and clarify
thinking about a broad range of topics

3. Presenting the sociological concepts and theo-
ries related to each chapter as interdependent
ideas that have the power, when considered to-
gether, to drive a coherent discussion of almost
any social phenomenon or issue

4. Expanding the application of sociological con-
cepts and theories to events taking place not
only within the United States but outside its bor-
ders and beyond any one country’s boundaries.

With this new model in mind, I decided to struc-
ture each chapter so that it incorporated informa-
tion about life in a particular country and applied
sociological concepts and theories to an issue re-
lated to global interdependence. Consequently the
topic of each chapter is presented with an emphasis
on one of the following countries or geographical
entities: Mexico, Japan, South Korea, Israel includ-

ing the West Bank and Gaza, Zaire, India, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, South Africa, Germany,
the former Yugoslavia, Brazil, the United States,
Lebanon, and the United States and Russia in the
aftermath of the Cold War.

The choice of country for each topic is arbitrary
in some ways because sociological concepts and
theories can be applied to life in any society. Some
countries, however, lend themselves to a particular
chapter topic, in part because they speak to a par-
ticularly significant global issue. For example, Zaire
is emphasized in Chapter 6 on “Social Interaction
and the Social Construction of Reality” and the
global issue of AIDS. I chose this central African
country for two important reasons. First, focusing
on Zaire points to evidence that HIV existed as
early as 1959. This evidence has been traced to an
unidentified blood sample frozen in that year and
stored in a Zairean blood bank. Although this fact
hardly proves that the AIDS virus originated in
Zaire, the hypothesis of a Zairean connection has
received considerable support from government
and health officials in Western countries. Whether
or not Zaire is actually the country where HIV
originated, however, is irrelevant to the message of
this chapter. Far more important is the idea that re-
ality is a social creation. That is, people give mean-
ing to events, traits, and objects. Second, focusing
on Zaire and its relationship to other countries
helps us connect the transmission of HIV to a com-
plex set of intercontinental, international, and in-
trasocietal interactions. These interactions concern
the unprecedented levels of international and inter-
continental air travel of legal and illegal migrations
from villages to cities and from country to country.

Similar considerations apply to each choice of
which country to emphasize in a given chapter.
Throughout the text, however, students are re-
minded that the concepts being discussed are not
specific to the country being used to illustrate them.
Frequent comparisons to U.S. society reinforce this
idea.
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Changes to Second Edition

The second edition includes some important changes.
Among the most important changes are new chap-
ters on race and ethnicity (with emphasis on Ger-
many) and on gender (with emphasis on the former
Yugoslavia) that allow an expanded discussion of
issues related to social stratification. Of course the
text has been thoroughly updated and approxi-
mately 25 percent of the book incorporates new
material. I made the revision with an eye toward
further clarifying the meaning of global interdepen-
dence, partly to demonstrate how the lives of peo-
ple around the world are closely intertwined but es-
pecially to show even more clearly how the people
in the United States are touched by, and touch the
lives of, people from other countries.

I also revised the first edition to ease some re-
viewers’ concerns that emphasizing life outside the
United States sacrifices readers’ understanding of
life inside the United States. In this second edition I
address this concern directly by incorporating ma-
terial showing how the lives of people who live
within the geographical boundaries of the United
States are affected profoundly by factors that tran-
scend those boundaries. In addition, I emphasize
that insights about everyday behaviors and ways of
organizing social life come from contrast. When
people are exposed to different ways of thinking
and behaving, they not only learn about another
way of life but also gain important insights into
their own ways. Each chapter ends with a focus
essay that applies to one or more concepts intro-
duced in that chapter to some aspect of life within
the United States.

The tables, graphs, charts, photographs, and
other illustrations have been revised to enhance the
overall impact of sociology’s concepts and theories.
In addition I have worked to make the material
presented in the text more cohesive and to make so-
ciological concepts stand out more as the organiz-
ing tools driving the discussion. I have also added
interconnections data with improved maps at the
start of each chapter to give some sense of the ex-
tent to which the United States is connected to the
world in general and to specific countries. I hope
the overall effect of this change gives readers a clear
idea of how the global perspective is a natural out-
growth of thinking sociologically.
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Ancillary Materials

The Instructor’s Manual contains a chapter outline
in question and answer format, background notes
on each country, overheads, and ideas and sugges-
tions about how to present the material covered in
each chapter of the textbook. Test Items written in
collaboration with Robin Franck of Southwestern
College (published separately) include all variety of
questions (multiple-choice, true-false, and essay).
We tried to create questions that test conceptual
and application skills rather than the ability to
memorize and recall small facts. The Study Guide
contains study questions, concept applications, ap-
plied research questions, practice test questions,
and a section related to continuing education. The
latter was written with the hope that students will
want to continue to learn about life in another
country even after the course has ended.
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