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PREFACE

The purpose of We Are America: A Thematic Reader and Guide to Writing is to
introduce beginning writers to the writing process, to basic reading skills, and
to the essential elements of effective writing—unity, coherence, completeness,
and sentence skills. This textbook includes a thematic reader whose selections
reflect culturally and ethnically diverse points of view. Readings, discussion
questions, and topics for writing are designed to mirror students’ backgrounds
and concerns, and to increase students’ sensitivity to experiences and cultural
perspectives different from their own. Ideally, students will see themselves,
their ideas, and their cultural or ethnic group as an important part of the
larger, and increasingly more complex, American experience.

Organization

The selection and organization of material in this book reflect the goals out-
lined above. Part I is an introduction to the writing process and a guide to
active reading. Journal and freewriting exercises in Chapter 1 give students
writing practice they need to gain confidence in their writing. Models of mar-
ginal notes and sample summaries in Chapter 2 illustrate active reading tech-
niques, which students apply in a series of exercises. The second chapter also
introduces techniques for reading and responding to poetry. Chapter 3 and
parts of Chapter 5 introduce the writing process and explain how the steps in
writing can be used to compose paragraphs and essays. Chapter 3 features
samples from one student’s writing as she used the process to compose a para-
graph. Once students observe the thinking that goes into each stage of the
process, they complete a series of exercises that can help them turn their own
ideas into paragraphs and essays. Chapters 4 and 5 introduce the principles
behind well-written paragraphs and essays, and ask students to revise sample
papers for unity, development, and coherence.

Part II is a cross-cultural reader and guide to writing designed to help stu-
dents master several writing strategies. Chapters in this section include an
overview of the material presented in the chapter, a discussion of one writing
strategy (such as narrating, describing, explaining, evaluating, or persuading),
a model essay written by a professional or student writer, and additional sug-
gestions for applying the writing process to papers that employ the strategy
featured in the chapter.* “For Further Reading,” the last section of chapters
in Part II, provides additional readings and examples of student writing con-
sistent with the theme and approach to writing covered in the chapter.

* Chapter 9, “Getting an Education,” provides a slight variation on the usual chapter format.
Rather than feature a writing strategy, Chapter ¢ shows students how to draw inferences from
what they read.
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Discussions of model essays support the premise that students will become
better writers if they can identify the key features, and rhetorical and organi-
zational patterns in the writing of others.

Part III focuses on sentence skills and is aimed at improving students’ mas-
tery of standard, academic English. Exercises show students how to find and
correct errors that may appear in their own work. In addition, sentence-com-
bining exercises target sentence fluency and correctness in student writing.

As a whole, the three parts of this textbook provide students with a com-
plete writing program, the elements of which form a coherent whole. In Chap-
ter 2, for example, instructions for active reading and for writing summaries
give students information they need to analyze reading selections in Part II.
Instructions on the writing process in Chapters 3 and 5 prepare students to
write paragraphs and essays in response to topics that follow readings in Part
II. “Topics for Writing” make connections between two or more writers’
approaches to a subject. Exercises in Parts I and III help students practice
revising for coherence and development as well as for sentence correctness.

Features

Clear explanations followed by practice exercises characterize the material in
Part 1. Basic writing and active reading techniques introduced in this section
prepare students for more demanding tasks in Part II.

Chapters in Part I are arranged both by theme-—family, traditions, men
and women, immigrants, the work place, and stereotypes—and by the level of
complexity of the writing strategy they introduce. Except for Chapter 9, which
helps students draw inferences from what they have read, each chapter in Part
Two introduces a writing strategy—narrating, describing, classifying, compar-
ing and contrasting, causal analysis, defining, evaluating, problem solving,
taking a stand, and persuading. Students study models of each writing strategy
and practice using it in their own work.

The reading selections in Part IT address a wide range of reading abilities
and student interests, giving instructors a great deal of flexibility in designing
courses to fit their students’ needs. The readings progress from first-person
narration to more challenging modes of writing, making the textbook appro-
priate for several levels of developmental writing. The Instructors Manual
offers several sample syllabi for designing courses.

“For Practice” exercises in Part I, and the freewriting exercises in “Writing
before Reading,” “Questions for Discussion,” and “Topics for Writing” that
accompany the readings in Parts 1 and 1I help students connect what they
have read to their own experience. These exercises also give students the fre-
quent critical thinking and writing practice that is so important for beginning
writers.

Like the professional selections in this textbook, the examples of student
writing reflect a broad spectrum of personal and cultural issues and address
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many of the concerns of developmental writers. In Part I, student samples illus-
trate journal writing (Chapter 1), techniques for writing summaries (Chapter 2),
and the process of writing paragraphs and essays (Chapters 3 and 5). In Part II,
student papers illustrate particular writing strategies and reinforce the theme of
the chapter. In addition, many of the exercises in Part III are taken from stu-
dents’ writing.

Vocabulary lists and explanations of word usage follow readings in Parts I
and II. These vocabulary sections build students’ word-recognition skills.

Four appendices provide students with questions for generating ideas and
evaluating papers. An index of key terms, authors’ names, and titles of reading
selections makes the text easy to use.

New In This Edition

The fourth edition retains the original vision of We Are America as a text that
provides the elements of an effective writing program—an introduction to
rhetoric, a reader, and a handbook of sentence skills. In addition, new readings
in Part II reflect culturally and ethnically diverse points of view. While the
vision of the text remains unchanged, several features have been added, aug-
mented, or improved.

In Part I, Chapter 2: Writing about Reading now includes an article by Paul
Rogat Loeb titled “The Civil Rights Movement Was the Sum of Many People,”
the selection used to illustrate techniques for active reading. In addition, Chap-
ter 2 introduces guidelines for responding to poetry that will prove useful to
students when they read poems that appear in chapters in Part II.

Five new readings and five poems by professional writers are included in
Part II: A Cross-Cultural Reader. A new selection, Arthur Ashe’s “A Black Ath-
lete Looks at Education,” (Chapter 16), introduces the theme of stereotypes
and self-imposed limitations as well as illustrating strategies for writing
papers in which the writer takes a stand on an issue. Other new nonfiction
readings are: Jane Singer, “Chanoyu the Way of Tea” and James Cagney, “How
to Make a Sandwich” (Chapter 8); Katha Pollitt, “Why Boys Don't Play with
Dolls” (Chapter 11); Vine Deloria, Jr., “Indian Humor” (Chapter 14). The six
poems new to this edition are “We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks (Chapter
2), “Inheritance” by Gary Soto (Chapter 7), “A Poison Tree” by William Blake
(Chapter 10), ‘The River-Merchant’s Wife,” by Li Po, translated by Ezra Pound
(Chapter 11), “Short-Order Cook,” by Jim Daniels (Chapter 15), and “Nikki
Rosa,” by Nikki Giovanni (Chapter 16).

Acknowledgments

This textbook is the product of many years of work with sensitive, conscien-
tious students in my basic writing classes. Many of them contributed their
ideas and writings to this textbook. I would also like to thank the following
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reviewers, who took the time to offer helpful comments on the text: M. Isabel
Chavez, San Joaquin Valley College; Barbara Dunbar-McNary, Fresno City Col-
lege; Annie Fauchier, California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo;
Ivonne Lamazares, Miami-Dade Community College; and Milt Morrison, Col-
lege of the Sequoias.
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