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FOREWORD

1 HAVE been asked to write a brief Foreword to this
excellent translation of this important and scholarly
work, the Histoire de la Littérature Latine Chrétienne.
I gladly accepted the task, if only to testify my personal
appreciation of the volume and to record my thanks to
the author, M. Pierre de Labriolle, for having given
us a work that has long been wanted by scholars and
students of Latin literature.

M. de Labriolle is well-known from his numerous
essays upon special points and persons connected with
this subject. Here in England, it is to be feared, the
study of the influence of Early Christian literature
upon' European thought and culture has been much
neglected, and it would hardly be an exaggeration to
suggest that many who have been educated upon the
works of the Pagan classical authors would hardly
know the names, and still less the works, of the great
Christian writers of the early centuries. In France
and in Germany the importance of this side of general
literature is being more and more recognized, and its
influence is clearly seen in the literary output of the
last century. In France, for instance, Chateaubriand
was deeply read in the Early Christian Latin literature.

This is evidenced in his Les Martyrs and others of his
v
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works. So, too, to name only one other case: M.
Gaston Boissier has given us many charming studies
of Christian Latin authors in his always suggestive
Fin du Paganisme.

At the present time in England there is, I believe,
a distinct tendency to recognize the importance of the
study of the Latin writers of the Early Christian
ages. The late Dr Mayor of Cambridge lectured on
Tertullian, and made a profound study of the text of
the Apologeticum, and his notes were published with an
introduction and translation by Professor Souter at
the Cambridge University Press in 1917. In this the
eminent scholar Dr Souter fully recognizes the import-
ance of Early Christian literature. It is well to note
here that in the very useful Tables printed at the
end of M. de Labriolle’s volume full justice is not
done to the many excellent studies and translations of
the Christian classics which have been made by English
scholars. To judge from these tables only, a reader
would suppose that very little indeed had been done
by English scholars in this field of work. There are
very many such studies and translations in existence.
For example, to name but a few: We have the
Ante-Nicene Christian Library (published by T. & T.
Clark), the Library of the Fathers of the Holy Church
(Newman and other scholars), 4 Select Library of
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (Wace and Schatff),
various translations among the S.P.C.K.’s publications,
etc. This is not said by way of criticism or to detract
in any way from the great value of this work of our
author, but to assist any student who may desire to
profit by this volume and, taking up the study of the
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Christian classics, would wish to know what English
editions to consult.

M. de Labriolle’s volume begins with a long Intro-
duction of some thirty pages, in which, having pointed
out the relatively recent interest taken by scholars in
the study of Early Christian Latin writers, he examines
the attitude of Christianity, both theoretically and
practically, towards the old Pagan models, and the
influence of these upon the formation of the literature
of the Christian ages. The Introduction should be
read in its entirety; it will repay a careful study. It
concludes by introducing the reader to the chief collec-
tions of Latin texts contained in the Patrologia Latina
of Migne and the Vienna Corpus still in progress.

The volume itself, after this Introduction, is divided
into five books, which contain notices of the chief
Christian writers from the beginning till what is known
as the “Middle Ages,” that is, from the great Tertullian
at the end of the first century of the Christian era to
St Isidore of Seville at the close of the sixth. The
books are divided into Chapters, prefaced by biblio-
graphical notices and enriched by notes of anything
which could serve to inform the reader on the subject-
matter treated of. The lives of the various writers
are brief, but are complete, and contain the important
historical settings which gave occasion to the writing
of the various pieces. Only an examination of the
volume itself can give an adequate idea of the rich
material which the author has gathered together and
here offers to the student of Christian literature.

No better idea can be given of the scope and
purpose of this work than a quotation from the passage
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with which M. de Labriolle concludes the volume.
He writes:

« After Boethius, Cassiodorus, and Isidore of Seville,
the frame-work of the intellectual life of the Middle
Ages was established for a long time. A natural line
of demarcation at this point closes the history of Latin
Christian literature.

“] believe I have not over-estimated its merits. I
have not concealed the fact that really finished literary
authors are rare. . . . But let us guard ourselves against
a certain rather rigid type of  humanism,” which would
only judge the Christian writings from the point of
view of the classic ideal. . . . Whatever be its defects,
this vivid Latin Christian literature deserves.to be
more carefully studied than appears to be generally the
case, and whoever is interested in the history of ideals
will not regret having made the effort. There are
numerous historical and literary problems which can
only be grasped fully after we have seen their factors
coming to light during the period we have just
traversed [in this volume]. And, again, how many
strong personalities are revealed, how many magnificent
minds and pathetic souls anxious for the destiny of
mankind, each one preserving, in spite of the com-
munity of their faith and the identity of its theoretic
solutions, their original action upon this eternal enigma!
On the day when our Higher Course of Studies shall
have taken a more generous interest in some of their
masterpieces, scholarly research will again turn in the
direction of patristic study.”

With these words of M. de Labriolle we may
well leave the volume to speak for itself, in the con-
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fidence that in this English version it will find many
readers, who will be grateful to the author and his very
competent translator for having given them so valuable
a help to the study of the Christian classics.

AIDAN CARD. GASQUET.

July 21st, 1924.



AUTHOR’S PREFACE

"T'uis History of Latin Christian Literature is the
outcome of over twelve years spent as Professor at the
University of Fribourg-en-Suisse. Thanks to the entire
liberty allowed to me in the arrangement of the course
of studies I was able to combine with my lectures
on classic Latin literature a profound study of the
Christian authors and thereby to follow the destinies
of the Old Learning through their vicissitudes up to
the threshold of the Middle Ages.

We do not possess in Irance any similar work.
1.’ Histoire Générale de la Littérature du Moyen Age
en Occident (Paris; E. Leroux), the French translation
from Ad. Ebert, was made as long ago as 1883, and
is only of value for its sufficiently conscientious analyses.
Bardenhewer’s Patrology, translated in 1905 (Paris;
Bloud, 2nd ed.) is little more than a bibliographical
repertory. The recent contribution by M. Tixeront
(Paris ; Gabalda) is an elementary précis in which Latin
literature only obtains its bare share. It seemed to me
that I might be performing a useful service in providing
for the first time an ample survey wherein I might
‘endeavour to bring again to life the leading figures in
Western Christianity, and to define the present stage
of matters still in dispute.

1 trust I have not been too prodigal of information
that might be easily obtained. Those desirous only of

X1
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a general view can pass over the technical remarks and
the notes. The latter, together with the Tables which
I have grouped at the end of the volume, will assist the
serious reader to find his way rapidly over the expanse
of this vast Christian literature, still inadequately
explored, wherein so many problems solicit his studious
inquiry. I have pointed out numerous questions still
to be studied ; any manual giving the impression that
our knowledge is complete would be wanting in
scientific value.
P. de L.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE BY THE
TRANSLATOR

Proressor PIERRE DE LaBrIoLLE, the distinguished
Author of this painstaking, eloquent and authoritative
work, has made the study of classic literature and of
patristic Christian literature the solid foundation for
the high esteem in which he is held among French
savants. As he states in his preface, it is the fruit of
nearly thirteen years spent as Professor of Classic Latin
Literature at the University of Fribourg - en - Suisse,
during which period he was able to make a profound
study of the early Latin Christian authors.

Born at Asniéeres, near Paris, on the 18th June 1874,
he became Agrégé de Lettres in 1895, and was chosen
to be Professor of the Faculté des Arts in the University
of Montreal, where he remained from 1898 to 1901.
He was afterwards Head Professor at the College
Stanislas (1901-3), and at the Lycée at Rennes (1903-4).
From 1904 to 1918 he was Professor of Latin Litera-
ture of the Faculté de Philosophie at the University of
Fribourg-en-Suisse, and at present fills the chair of
Latin Literature and Roman Institutions at the Faculté
des Lettres at the University of Poitiers. He attained
the distinction of Docteur es-Lettres in January 1914,
and in February 1923 was awarded very honourable
mention as Associé Correspondant de la Société des

Antrquaires de France.
xiii
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During the War he was mobilised at Belfort on the
2nd August 1914, and in 1917 at the request of the
French Ambassador at Berne was chosen to direct the
course of studies for the students interned at Fribourg.

Professor Pierre de Labriolle is at present engaged
on a French Translation of the Confessions of St
Augustine, with critical text, for the Collection des
Universités de France under the auspices of the Société
des Belles Lettres, who are performing a most scholarly
and admirable service by their series of critical editions
and translations into French of the leading examples
of classic Greek and L.atin Literature. From the wide
learning and sympathetic appreciation of the life and
writings of St Augustine, shown in the following
pages, further understanding and enlightenment on the
mind of that great Doctor of the Church may be
confidently expected.

Amongst his other works may be mentioned Vincent
of Lérins; the De Paenitentia, the De Pudicitia
and the De Praescriptione Hereticorum of Tertullian ;
La Vie de Paul de Thébes et la Vie d Hilarion, par
Saint Ambroise ; Saint Ambroise ; La Correspondance
d Ausone et de Paulin de Nole ; La Crise Montaniste,
which was crowned by the Académie des Inscriptions et
Belles Lettres; Les Sources de I Histoire du Montanisme,
crowned by the French Academy, and the Satires of
Juvenal, in collaboration with M. Villeneuve.

HERBERT WILSON.

May 1924.
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P.C. = Collection la Pensée chrétienne, Paris, Bloud et Cie.

* P.G. = Patrologie grecque, by J. P. MIGNE.

* P.L. = Patrologte latine, by J. P. MIGNE.

P.L.M. = Pocetae latint manores recensuit et emendavit ZAEMILIUs
BAEHRENS. Leipzig, 1879-1886 (Bibl. Teubner), 6 vol.—Vol. VI is entitled
Fragmenta poetarum romanorum.—The collection is continued under the
same title by FR. VOLLMER, 1910 et s.

** P.W. = PauLy-Wissowa, Real-Encyclopddie der class. Altertumswissen-
schaft, neue Bearb., Stuttgart, 1893 et s.
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R.C. = Revue Critique, Paris, 1866 et s.
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