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Preface

Almost every American government textbook published today comes
with an accompanying Web site that includes study questions, Web links,
and perhaps some brief content to accompany the text. But in almost every
instance, the book’s Web site is an afterthought to the printed text. The Web
of Democracy is different. In our view, it is the first truly interactive intro-
duction to American politics. Each chapter of The Web of Democracy was
written in conjunction with its accompanying Web content. The Web site
that accompanies The Web of Democracy is not an afterthought; it is fully in-
tegrated with the text.

The three authors of this text share a commitment to integrating tech-
nology into our teaching. We also share a commitment to college teaching.
We teach at state universities that have as their first priority undergradu-
ate education. The introductory American politics course is the mainstay
of our teaching load. We teach it at least once a year, and usually, we teach
it every semester. We also teach without TAs and have class sizes similar
to many colleagues who teach in similar institutions.

Theme

Most students who are enrolled in an introductory American politics
course do not intend to be political science majors. They often take the
course to fulfill some aspect of their university’s general education cur-
riculum. The reason that such a course is included in the general education
program is to instill in students a better sense of their role as citizens. Im-
proving citizenship skills is not, however, usually the primary goal of stan-
dard American politics textbooks. Consequently, although students en-
rolled in introductory courses may gain an understanding of political
science, they often do not leave such courses any better prepared to be ac-
tive citizens than prior to their enrollment.

The Web of Democracy emphasizes the concept of citizenship and ap-
proaches the study of political institutions, actors, processes, and prin-
ciples from that point of view. This theme is especially significant at a time
when concerns about the declining rate of political participation, growing
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levels of cynicism toward public officials, and a general lack of involve-
ment on the part of the average person in public matters are particularly
high. Providing students with the knowledge and skills needed for active
citizenship will not ensure that they will become active citizens, but it will
better prepare them for that role should they choose to adopt it as part of
their personal behavior.

The Web of Democracy is similar to other American government texts in
its organization, but significantly different in the wide variety of tools it
provides students for active learning. We include the standard content de-
sired by instructors for the introductory course on American government,
but do so in a compact 400 pages. The Web of Democracy is a brief text, but
it is thorough in its coverage of important concepts and issues. The text is
heavily supplemented by content placed on The Web of Democracy’s Web
site, which we view as an essential companion to the text.

A Truly Interactive Textbook

The World Wide Web offers numerous opportunities to help students be-
come more engaged citizens. The Web can be used to provide students
with the tools they need as citizens. We believe that a brief text along with
interactive pedagogy provides an excellent combination to develop future
citizens. We have created The Web of Democracy’s Web site with that idea
in mind.

These tools are flexible. Each of us uses a different mix of the features
described below. Instructors may use as few or as many as they choose.
Some may wish to start slowly, whereas others may wish to use many fea-
tures from the Web site. The Instructor’s Manual is a valuable tool that will
help to integrate the material within the course.

The Web site includes the following features:

Additional Content. Chapters include updates to materials found in
the text. For example, the presidency chapter includes an assessment of
President George W. Bush’s performance in office. We also include several
detailed case studies that space limitations did not allow us to include in
the text.

Online Readings. Featuring InfoTrac and GaleNet. The Web of Democ-
racy is not just a textbook; it is a complete course solution, including sup-
plemental readings to accompany each chapter. In addition to selected
scholarly readings from the InfoTrac database, the Web site includes
copies of the Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and classic read-
ings such as The Federalist Papers. Students will also have complete access
to the InfoTrac database throughout the semester they are enrolled in the
course.
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Participation Exercises. Each chapter includes participation exercises
that provide students with important tools they can use as citizens. These
exercises can be viewed as preparation to participate in the political pro-
cess; however, they can also be seen as examples of class participation. In
this way, faculty can choose to require that some of these exercises be com-
pleted as part of the course requirements. The exercises are designed to
(1) promote active participation in the political process; (2) allow students
to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to become effective citi-
zens; (3) encourage students to continue to be involved in the political pro-
cess after the course has ended; and (4) provide students with the oppor-
tunity to develop some basic research skills.

Many of the exercises will involve having students gather the informa-
tion they need to form political judgments. For example, students are
asked to identify their representatives at all levels of government and to
learn where these individuals stand on issues of concern to the student.
Other exercises ask students to analyze data, and still others have them ap-
ply theory to practice. Taken individually, these exercises do not involve
major “research” on the part of the student, but they do develop research
skills that could then be utilized in other projects and in other courses.

Related Web Sites. Links to various Web sites connect students to the
most valuable resources on the Web.

Constitutional Convention. Several chapters in the book are also
linked to a virtual “Constitutional Convention” on the Web site. This en-
ables students to interact with one another through a structured discus-
sion format. The Constitution Convention includes several provocative re-
form proposals, including electoral college reform, school prayer, term
limits, flag burning, the line-item veto, and campaign finance reform. The
Constitutional Convention provides students with the ability to interact
with one another to debate the merits of proposed reforms to the U.S. Con-
stitution in a Web-based threaded-discussion format. Students can post
their comments, other students can read them, and then students can re-
spond back and forth. As faculty teaching the introductory course, we
have used the Constitutional Convention in our own classes for several
years and have found it to be an extremely effective learning tool. Students
enjoy the opportunity to interact with their peers in a nontraditional for-
mat, away from many of the pressures of face-to-face classroom interac-
tion. Often, students who rarely speak in class discussions are among the
most active participants in online forums.

Political Awareness Questionnaire. Students are regularly con-
fronted with various labels regarding the competing ideologies and polit-
ical positions that tend to dominate American political debates. They may
even have a label that they attach to their own views. At the same time,
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many students enrolled in introductory courses do not have a clear picture
of the sorts of ideas and values that generally constitute different ideologi-
cal positions. They also do not see the connections between positions taken
on general questions regarding the nature, purpose, and aim of govern-
ment and specific policy issues. Finally, many students in the introductory
course tend to have a fairly vague sense of where their own views on
specific questions would place them within the ideological spectrum. The
political awareness questionnaire enables students to explore their own
political views and see how they fit into the ideological spectrum of Amer-
ican politics.

Presidential Leadership Simulations. Unique to The Web of Democracy
are the interactive Web simulations we have created to enable students to
step into the shoes of the president of the United States. The American
president is considered the most powerful political official in the world.
Yet no other chief executive has as many limitations on his or her power.
Substantively, the goal of the two simulations is to help students better un-
derstand the complexities of presidential power. They will see that not all
decisions are cut-and-dried and that for every decision they make there is
a consequence. Decisions made result in opportunities lost. A policy deci-
sion could back the president into a corner, limiting his options, or it could
vastly expand his opportunities.

In The Web of Democracy, students can explore the opportunities and
limits to presidential power through two simulations. First, students will
have the opportunity to learn about the constraints of leadership by en-
gaging in a simulation of the political decisions and consequences of a
president’s choice in selecting a justice for the Supreme Court. Students
take on the role of President George W. Bush as he is faced with choosing
a new justice. The simulation goes from the initial selection of a candidate
to the final vote of the Senate to confirm or reject the nominee. The second
simulation tackles the ongoing energy crisis and allows students to see
how American political institutions interact with one another. By taking
the role of the president in dealing with energy policy, students can see the
consequences of their decisions for presidential-congressional relations, as
well as the interplay of issues of federalism and interest group activity.

MicroCase Data Exercises. The Web of Democracy provides students
with the ability to “do” political science research using real quantitative
data in Web-based MicroCase exercises. Using the powerful MicroCase
analysis system, students are able to engage in simple empirical data
analysis. Students can grapple with the relationships that exist between
various demographic factors that are used to categorize individuals and
the ways in which these individuals are likely to act in the political pro-
cess. Unlike the stand-alone version of MicroCase, the data exercises in-
cluded in The Web of Democracy require no additional software. Students
can complete data analysis exercises from within the Web site and easily
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submit their answers to questions to their instructors. Data exercises in-
clude questions from the 2000 National Election Study and from other
sources as well.

Additional Supplements. There are numerous supplements that
Wadsworth can make available to instructors:

Instructor’s Manual, Test Bank, and Multimedia Guide

ISBN 0534531156

Contains chapter outlines, summaries, suggestions on integrating the various
Web site components, resource integration guide, and multiple choice fill-in-the-
blank test questions.

Examview

ISBN 0534531164

For Windows and Macintosh. Create, deliver, and customize tests and study
guides (both print and online) in minutes with this easy-to-use assessment and
tutorial system.

American Government Transparency Acetates

ISBN 0534586740

Includes over 70 full-color acetates featuring diagrams, charts, tables, and figures
from the text and additional sources.

Political ScienceLink
ISBN 053457095X
Prepare great multimedia lectures using images from a variety of sources.

CNN Today: American Government Today, Volume 1

ISBN 053451944X

A total of forty-five minutes of two to three minute high-interest video clips,
including topics such as Medical Marijuana, Young Republicans, and Political
Webheads.

CNN Today: American Government Today, Volume 2

ISBN 0534553621

Approximately sixty minutes of four to six minute video clips featuring
point/counterpoint debates on exciting and controversial issues. Includes topics
such as the Internet and Free Speech, Negative Campaign Ads, Gun Control,
Executive Privilege, and the Death Penalty in the United States.

CNN Today: American Government Today, Volume 3

ISBN 0534569579

Approximately fifty minutes of three to six minute video clips on the 2000 elec-
tion. These serve as great lecture or discussion launchers.

American Government: Using MicroCase Explorlt, Seventh Edition
This computer-based workbook uses real up-to-date data sets in sixteen assign-
ments. Students analyze NES and GSS data to discover American Government.

An Introduction to Critical Thinking and Writing in American Politics
Introduces students to a number of critical thinking and writing techniques and
helps them make better use of information they receive in class and in the text.

CHAPTER 12: Politics, Economics, and Public Policy



Preface

Thinking Globally, Acting Locally

Authored by John Soares. Designed to help students get involved and become
active citizens. Topics include tips for writing letters to the editor, volunteering,
how to change laws, and registering to vote.

American Government Internet Activities, Third Edition
Contains activities for all major topics in the text. Students are asked to surf the
Web to obtain answers to thought-provoking questions.

The Handbook of Selected Court Cases
Includes more than thirty Supreme Court cases.

The Handbook of Selected Legislation and Other Documents
Includes excerpts from twelve laws passed by the U.S. Congress that have had a
significant impact on American politics.

Special Note to Students

We have written this book as a tool to enable you to best learn about
American politics. You will benefit most from all that The Web of Democracy
has to offer you by combining the use of the book with the Web site. We
don’t expect you to use everything on the Web site, and indeed, we realize
that each instructor will pick different features to require. But we encour-
age you to take the time to participate in the Constitutional Convention
and complete the various simulations and exercises that you find on the
Web site.

It is our vision that The Web of Democracy can serve as a toolbox for you
to use as active citizens. We want to provide you with the resources you
need to critically evaluate office holders, candidates, and the issues that in-
terest you the most.

The Interactive Study Guide on the Web site will help you learn impor-
tant topics in each chapter. Quizzes offer practice before taking a test. The
Interactive Study Guide is free with the purchase of the text.
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this event will likely impact the political process (look for specific readings
and Web content icons in the margin).

One of the virtues of the World Wide Web is that it is always subject to
revision. We will attempt, to the extent possible, to make relevant material
available on the Web site and to update it as needed. If there was ever a
time in our nation’s history when active participation in the political pro-
cess was called for, this is it.
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