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PREFACE

THE purpose and scope of this volume (which is founded
on a course of lectures delivered at Oxford in 1910) are
explained sufficiently in the introductory chapter. I have
added an appendix of short chronicles and historical pieces,
which, with some partial exceptions, have not hitherto been
printed. Their primary object is to illustrate the text;
thus the interest of some of them is mainly textual or
literary ; but others, as notably the Northern Chronicie
and the Sherborne Annals, have an intrinsic value of their
own. They are all too short to have obtained independent
publication ; their usefulness will, I hope, be increased by
their collection in the same place.

I have to thank Mr. E. H. Dring for directing my atten-
tion to The Great Chronicle of London, and for the courtesy
with which he allowed me to make such free use of the
manuscript ; Dr. William Hunt for his kindness in reading
part of my manuscript and for some useful criticism ;
Mr. W. A. Lindsay, K.C., Windsor Herald, for the oppor-
tunity to consult manuscripts at the College of Arms;
Mr. D. T. Baird Wood and his colleagues in the Students’
Room at the British Museum for assistance always readily
given ; and Mr. R. L. Poole and Messrs. Longmans, Green
& Co. for permission to make use of two articles on  The
Early Biographies of Henry V’ and ‘ The First Version of
Hardyng’s Chronicle ’, which I contributed to the English
Historical Review.

C. L. K.

January 23, 1913,
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