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INTRODUCTION

In the beginning, there was HTML. And it was pretty good, but not
great. You couldn't really create nifty visual designs with it, which
gave rise to table-based layout and single-pixel GIF tricks. And that
was pretty bad. So CSS was born, and it was very good—in theory,
anyway. There was a long struggle to make CSS a viable technology,
thanks to imperfect interpretations of the specification, but lo! The
day arrived when CSS could be used without fear and dread. And
the people rejoiced.

Thanks to CSS, designers can cut back on the FONT and table
tricks they've been forced to cobble together, and dramatically
clean up their markup. With the coming of XHTML and XML,
both of which are deeply semantic and must rely on some styling
mechanism to become visually appealing, CSS is growing more
and more popular. It's a flexible, easy-to-understand language
which offers designers a lot of power. Because it reduces markup
clutter, it makes pages easier to maintain. And its centralized
styling abilities lets designers adjust page layout with quick, easy
edits of the styles, not dramatic changes to the markup. In fact,
CSS makes it possible to completely reshape the look of a document
without changing a single character inside the BODY element.

This book endeavors to efficiently describe the properties and
values of CSS2, which was the latest CSS standard when the

book was written, and to provide details on property interactions,
common authoring mistakes, and other information which designers
should find useful.

The text has been arranged to present basic concepts first, with
details on important CSS algorithms and behaviors (Chapter 1).
This is followed with “core” information which describes the types
of values that can be used in CSS2 (Chapter 2), and the various
ways in which elements can be selected for styling (Chapter 3).
This first part of the book does its best to describe the foundation
of CSS, for the rest of it would not function without the values and
concepts presented.

The middle of the book (Chapters 4 through 6) is the largest
portion, and is probably the area where readers will spend the
most time—all of the properties found in CSS2 are defined,
described, and annotated with notes. These properties are broken
up into separate chapters, with Chapter 4 devoted to visual-media
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properties, Chapter 5 to paged-media properties, and Chapter 6

to aural-media properties. Each property is described in terms of
its allowed values, its initial (or default) value, and other common
aspects. There are also detailed descriptions of the meaning of
each allowed value, notes about how the property works, examples
of the property in use, and a list of related properties.

The final part of the book (Chapters 7 through 9) contains other
useful information about CSS, including a browser support chart, a
CSS2 property quick reference, and a list of useful online resources.
Between the contents of this book and the resources provided, it
should be possible to decipher any CSS conundrums you may
encounter. Although CSS can sometimes seem a bit mystifying,

it is more than worth the effort of learning its secrets. Enjoy!
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Chapter 1
Basic CSS Concepts

In order to comprehend how CSS affects the presentation of a
document, there are some key concepts that must be grasped.
Once these are understood, even in part, it becomes easier to see
how the properties and values of CSS work. Do not, however, feel
that you must completely understand everything in this chapter
before experimenting with CSS. In fact, it is better to review this
chapter first, then refer back to it as properties are used.

Associating Styles with Documents

There are four ways to associate styles with a document. These
range from associating a separate stylesheet with your document
to embedding style information in the document itself.

LINK Element

The LINK element is found in HTML and XHTML, and is used to
associate an external stylesheet with a document.

Generic Syntax

<link rel="..." type="text/css" href=".,.." media="...">
Attributes

rel="...”

This attribute describes the relation of the LINKed file to the
document itself. For external stylesheets, there are two possible
values: stylesheet and alternate stylesheet. Any LINK with
a rel of stylesheet will be used in the styling of the document.
The value alternate stylesheet is used to refer to stylesheets
that are not used in the default rendering of the document, but
which can, in theory, be selected by the user and thus change the
presentation. The user agent must provide a mechanism to do so in




4 Associating Styles with Documents

order for this to work, and unfortunately most user agents do not
provide such a mechanism. This attribute is required.

href="...”

The value of this attribute is the URL of the external stylesheet.
Either relative or absolute URLs may be used. This attribute is
required.

type="text/css”

This is used to declare the type of data which is being LINKed
to the document. When associating a CSS stylesheet, the only
allowed value is text /css. Other stylesheet languages will call
for different values (e.g., text /xs1). This attribute is required.

media=“..."

Using this attribute, one can declare a stylesheet to apply only to
certain media. The default value is al1, which means that the
styles will be used in all media in which the document is presented.
Recognized values under CSS are all, screen, print, projection,
aural, braille, embossed, handheld, tty, and tv. Any number
of these values can be used in a media attribute by formatting
them as a comma-separated list. This attribute is optional.

Notes

In this approach, the stylesheet is placed in its own file. Such files
are usually given an extension of .css, such as main-styles.css.
The 11Nk element must be placed inside the HEAD element in
HTML and XHTML, but XML-based markup languages may have
other requirements.

Examples

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css"
href="http://www.my.site/styles/basic.css">

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="article.css"
media=-"screen,projection”>

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="printout.css"
media="print">

STYLE Element

The sTYLE element is found in HTML and XHTML, and is used as a
container for an embedded stylesheet.




