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PREFACE

LANGUAGE is the clothing of one’s thought. If it is
spoken, the quality of the voice, the purity of the
vowels, the distinctness of the consonants, all combine
to indicate the social and intellectual rank of the
speaker. That accuracy which is perfectly easy and
natural is an invaluable passport in business and
society. Inaccuracy, slovenliness, or studied preci-
sion is infallible evidence of lack of culture.

If language is written, it is, as it were, an -exhibition
of thought on dress parade. The sentences must be
easy to understand ; their connection and sequence must
be natural and clear ; their groupings into paragraphs
must be logical and helpful in conveying the whole
thought. A misspelled word is a dirty fingermark on
the mental linen.

In both spoken and written expression the choice
of the right word is imperative. The nice distinctions
that lend subtle charm can come only from acquaint-
ance with the derivation and connotation of the words
themselves and with their infinite variety of relation-
ships in idiomatic literary usage.

The authors of ‘“ Knowing and Using Words ”’ have
endeavored to make a contribution to the literature
of one of the most baffling studies of the American

school. The book is not so much a textbook to be
iii



v Preface

learned as it is a laboratory manual to guide the learner
in establishing a method for the mastery of the word-
basis of his spoken and written expression.
W.D. L.
M.D.H.

PHILADELPHIA,
August,- 1917.



THE BOOK IN THE CLASSROOM

TuE authors of ‘“ Knowing and Using Words”’
realize that there will be as many ways of using this
laboratory manual as there are teachers who use it.
But a word or two of suggestion as to methods which
should help to secure the best results may not be amiss.

Time Allotment. — Either one of two plans may be
adopted : The teacher who has plenty of time to de-
vote to this phase of the subject may work straight
through the book from the beginning in leisurely
development ; the teacher who has, perhaps, but one
hour a week for word-study may fit together lessons
from the various parts of the book which will make
a shorter course of study. The habit of looking into
the structure, relation, meaning, and spelling of words
is so valuable that the authors believe that the book
will be useful for reference throughout the high school
course.

Short Assignments. — In either case special care
should be taken not to dispense the material in too
large doses. It will often be desirable to divide. a
topic into two, three, or even four assignments.

Sentence Work. — The book devotes one section
definitely to the use of words in sentences. As is
frequently suggested elsewhere, these sentence lessons

may be interspersed as the teacher wishes among the
ix



X Introduction

word-study lessons. Of course the teacher who has
plenty of time will do a large amount of work of this
sort, directing the pupils with almost every lesson on
‘word building to make sentences containing those
words, or to find examples of the use of the words in
the pages of books that they are reading.

Webster’s International Dictionary. — The authors
fully realize that many teachers, from choice or from
convenience, will prefer some other dictionary than
Webster’s International. The object to be attained
is not the use of any special dictionary, but the forma-
tion of the dictionary habit. In such a book as this,
however, some one standard must be adopted, and
Webster has been made the standard because of its
general accessibility for school use.

Supplementary Material. — At various points through-
out the book will be found supplementary material, in
part word lists, in part paragraphs for interpretation,
which are not essential to the development of the
thought, but which may be used at the teacher’s
discretion to give practice in applying the princi-
ples learned. The supplementary lessons on pronun-
ciation, for example, may be used from time to
time while the student is proceeding with the lessons
on word building, to keep fresh the memory of the
principles of pronunciation. Several lessons not called
supplementary may be omitted if the teacher thinks
best, or used only for reference. Part of the supple-
mentary material is in the shape of tables of root-
words, suffixes, and prefixes in the form of an appendix.
These, of course, are strictly forfreference. It may be
added that the Latin roots are not presented here as
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in any way introductory to a study of Latin, but only
as a very essential part of an intelligent knowledge
of English.

History of the English Language. — If it seems de-
sirable, in connection with section 13, to give a more
complete treatment of the growth of the English lan-
guage, helpful material will be found in the following
books :

WvwLp: The Growth of English.

Krarp: Modern English: Its Growth and Present Use.

GreeNovaH & Kirtriper: Words and Their Ways in English
Speech.

J. M. MerkrrijouN : A Brief History of the English Language and
Literature.

Spirit and Attitude. — The statement with which the
preface closes cannot be overemphasized. To achieve
its purpose, the book must be handled, not as a basis
for memory work, as a series of lessons to be learned
and recited, but as a laboratory manual suggesting
practice work to be done, the doing of which will fix
the principles underlying it in the mind of the pupil.
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CHAPTER 1

PRONUNCIATION AND ENUNCIATION

1. Diacritical, MARKS AND VOWEL SOUNDS

ImaGINE yourself for a moment a foreigner, looking
up in a dictionary the word daughter, which you have
seen in print but have not heard pronounced. You
would naturally pronounce its first syllable just like the
word laugh, which you have heard spoken; but the
dictionary tells you not to. In what way does it tell
you? Howcanalineof print bemadeto conveyasound ?
The dictionary does so by means of certain lines and
dots which we know as ‘‘ Diacritical Marks.”

The word diacritical comes from two Greek words,
dia meaning by means of and krinein meaning fo dis-
tinguish; so that the marks are those by means of
which we distinguish the sounds of the letters to which
they are attached. The following table shows the.
sounds indicated by some of the diacritical marks
which in Webster’s International Dictionary accom-
pany the vowels.

Lrrrer  MARK PRONUNCIATION Lerter Mark PRONUNCIATION
a as in fate a a as in fare
as in fall

as in forward
as in forage

as in fither

a
i as in fit
4
4 as in fast

P oo o
o

a
a
a



2 Knowing and Using Words

Lerter MARK PRONUNCIATION LETTER Mark PRONUNCIATION
e a as in éven 0 o as in other
e 8 as in &nd 0 o as in work
e € as in évent 00 06  as in o6t
e [ as in &rmine 00 00 asin fgod
i 1 as in Ice u ! as in ase
i 1 as in 111 u i as in iis
1 i a8 in irksome u 1 as in firn
o o as in o0ld u 1 as in hitimane
0 o as in odd u u as in rude
o 6 as in Obey u 1 as in put
0 o as in Orb y ¥  as in lyrie
0 0 as in wolf y Ni as in why
) 0 as in tomb y ¥ as in martyr

EXERCISES

1. How many sounds has each vowel, as indicated by
the tables above?

2. Find any sounds of a that are identical with sounds of
i, € 0, OT U.

3. Find sounds of e, %, 0, and u that are alike.

4. Like what other vowel sounds are the y sounds?

5. Think of three more words to illustrate each of the
vowel sounds.

2. PRONOUNCING VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

Of course, when you have learned the sounds of the
vowels in certain words, you should make use of that
knowledge by pronouncing the words correctly. But,
natural as that seems, the vowels are seldom all pro-
nounced correctly even by a fairly well-educated person.
Of all the vowels, a receives the most unkind treat-
ment. The a in half is marked d; the a in past is
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marked &; yet in many localities one usually hears
people say ‘‘half pist three.”

If one dares to pronounce these Words correctly,
and not according to local custom, he is sometimes
laughed at for ‘affectation.” Such ridicule only
shows the carelessness or ignorance of the person
who indulges in it. It should not discourage the
seeker after correct speech, for it is not affectation
to try to pronounce words according to dictionary
guidance.

A is not the only letter that is mispronounced ; for
instance, u is often badly treated. Notice that long
u (@) is not pronounced like oo but like you. Many
people say blue and tune and allure as if they were
spelled bloo, and foon, and alloor. And the unfortu-
nate u that follows the ¢ in nature often destroys both
itself and its neighbor, for few will stop to say ndatyure
instead of natcher.

Not only should one be careful to sound the vowels
correctly, but he should also watch the diphthongs.
Notice especially the sounds of the diphthongs follow-
ing:

Ou, in such words as house, has the sound of ow, not
of eow or aow. Do not say heouse or haouse. You
should also wateh carefully that you do not insert an
a or an e in words spelt with ow; do not say daown
taown.

Au, in many such words as aunt, laugh, haunt,
is sounded like & Do not say dnt, laff, hdnt, or
hawnt.

Ew, in such words as dew and new, is sounded like
you. Do not say doo and noo.
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EXERCISES

1. Pronounce correctly, according to the marks given, the
vowel and diphthong sounds in the following words; noting
that in this list of words italics are used to indicate silent
letters. '

Heclrate laundry (an = ) shone

bicycle hedrth tomits or tdmatd

coupon (ou = 00) citch (not keteh) slough (ou = ow)

gaunt (au = 4) callgr (not suller)  wdapon

calf daunt (au = &) cin’t

been (ee = i) doth half

dsaf héroine virile

direct litgratare class

drimi nitional alt&rnfte

fartile faucet (au = aw) newspaper (ew==1)

géniine gépe grass

because (au =aw) saucy (au =aw) afternoon
prélade

In practicing the correct pronunciation of these words,
do you recognize cases where your own customary pronun-
ciation or the one you most frequently hear is faulty? Be
ready to report on such discoveries.

2. Make a list of words that you habitually mispronounce.
Call it your “Never-Again List.”

3. TuE DicrioNaARY KEY

In order that you may be at once familiar with
the way in which the dictionary shows how to pro-
nounce words, the following words are here reproduced
exactly as they appear in Webster’s International
Dictionary. At the foot of the opposite page is the key
to pronunciation as you will find it at the bottom of
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every page of that work. Pronounce the words, by con-

sulting the key.!
or obscure.

artificial (4r’t1-fish’al)
capable (ka/pa-bl)
homeopathic (ho’mé.5-pith’tk)
mountainous (moun'ti-nds)
precedent (pr&s’é-dént)
centennial (s&n-ten't-al)
sclilptor (skulp'ter)
troublesome (trith”l-sém)
duty (da't1)

promise (prom'is)
betrothed (b&-trothd’)
zotlogy (z6-61'6-j1)
bronchitis (bron-ki‘tis)
cruel (croo’sl)

reptile (r&p’til)

stupid (st@'pid)

avenue (iv'é-ni)

laugh (laf)

command (ké-mand’)
psalm (sam)

Italicized letters are called neutral

advantage (dd-van’taj)
resolution (rdz’6-10/shiin)
roof (roof)

behold (b&-hold")
extraordinary (8ks-tror’'di-ni-rr)
rather (ri/thgr)

donkey (ddn’kY)

apparatus (ip'a-ra’tis)

was (wiz)

bouquet (boo-ka’)
laboratory (13b'6-ra-td’-rY)
conspiracy (kdn-spir’a-si)
author (6'ther)

lenient (1&'ni-ént or 1&én’yént)
pathos (pa’thos)

patriotic (pa’tri-ot'ik)

coffee (kdf’1)

profile (pro‘fll or pro’fel)
charade (sha-rad’)

docile (dos’1l)

4. AcceNTt AND ENUNCIATION

You may give exactly the right sounds to the letters,
and yet not pronounce your words correctly because

you do not put the accent in the right place.

1Key :

To pre-

ale, sendte, cire, im, decount, drm, ask, sofd ;

&ve, &vent, énd, recént, makér ;

ice, ill ;

5ld, dbey, orb, 3dd, s6ft, eonnect ;
fise, nite, {irn. iip, circis, menii ;

f6od, £30t.
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vent such errors, the accent mark appears in the dic-
tionary. For instance, how do you usually pronounce
the word hospitable? Many people mispronounce it,
for they have not noticed that the dictionary puts an
accent mark on the first syllable — hos’pitable!

There is still a third error in the speaking of words,
which is a matter not of wrong pronunciation but of
wrong enunctatton. This mistake is made by the per-
son who knows the sounds the letters ought to have,
and thinks he is giving those sounds, but who does
not use his tongue and lips and teeth so as to form
those sounds distinctly. Perhaps he talks through his
nose or down in his throat or runs his words together
in a disagreeable fashion.

This is the kind of person who clips off his ¢’s at the
ends of words, and who tells you that he “doesn’ like
to study Ladun a-tall,” or that his father says he’ll
“haftu stay in school, but he isn’t gunta’’ or
“gona.” The dictionary will help toward right pro-
nunciation, but only care and pains on the part of the
speaker can make for right enunciation. Nothing
more clearly marks the person of cultivation and
refinement than good enunciation.

EXERCISES

1. Look up the accent of the following words and pro-
nounce them correctly. It will help you to remember them
if you write the words and mark their accents.

advertisement  illustration inquiry influence
despicable chastisement  interesting gondola
illustrate theatre legislature idea



