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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

————

Tue Editors have again followed the plan which they
adopted in the previous edition for the purpose of
distinguishing their contributions to the work from
Mr. Lownpes’ own text, viz., the insertion of the
additions to the téxt made by them in square brackets.

The English decisions to the end of July, 1922, have
been incorporated. The latest, Joseps Watson & Sons,
Ltd. v. Firemaw’s Fund Ins. Co. of San Francisco, was
decided too late for adequate notice in the body of the
work, but particulars of the case have been inserted as
an addendum on p. xlvii.

New Appendices will be found, dealing with the laws
of Danzig, Egypt, Roumania and Turkey.

Another new Appendix contains the draft of an
International Code relating to General Average, which
was prepared by a strong committee of the Inter-
national Law Association, nominated by the late Lord
Justice Kennepy, and provisionally adopted at the
Conference of the Association held at Madrid in 1913.

The Editors are deeply indebted to Mr. W. R. Cok,
who contributed the valuable Appendix on the law of
a?



v PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

the United States to the Fifth Edition, for having
revised it for the present edition. The Appendices
dealing with the law of General Average in other
countries have been revised by the gentlemen whose
names are mentioned therein, and the Editors also wish
to acknowledge their obligation to them for the kind
assistance they have rendered.

E. L. pe H.
G. R. R.

Lonpox,
August, 1922.



( xlvii )

ADDENDUM.

In Joseph Watson & Sons, Lid. v. Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co.
of San Francisco (1922), 38 T. L. R. 752, Rowlatt, J., held that a
loss due to a sacrifice made in the mistaken though reasonable belief
in the existence of danger was not recoverable against insurers as a
general average sacrifice. The facts were that in the course of the
voyage the master noticed what he thought was smoke coming from
the hold, and, believing that the vessel was on fire, caused steam to
be turned into the hold to extinguish the fire, whereby some rosin
belonging to the plaintiffs was damaged. The learned judge found
that there was no fire, and that the so-called smoke was steam from
a broken pipe, impregnated with fumes from the rosin; and he held
that the definition of general average in sect. 66 of the Marine Insur-
ance Act (post, p. 25) did not cover losses incurred owing to a mistake
as to a peril which was in fact non-existent.

In the United States it has been held, on the contrary, that a sacri-
fice made in good faith, under a mistaken idea that it was necessary
for the preservation of the ship and cargo, must be made good in
general average. See The Wordsworth, post, p. 739.
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