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Preface

Concepts and Cultures unites current pedagogic concerns with traditional
writing principles. Using rhetorical patterns as guides, it introduces a wide
range of readings from diverse cultures. Selections include work from Africa,
Asia, and Latin America, as well as writing by Americans and Europeans with
varied backgrounds. Several pieces are cross-cultural (Sam Gill’s “Disen-
chantment”) or deal with an aspect of non-Western civilization (S. Robert
Ramsey’s “China, North and South”). Such material and selections from
writers whose traditions differ from that of the Anglo-American mainstream
comprise about a third of the readings.

Writing from the Western tradition blends the classical and the contem-
porary. Plato (Crito) and Pliny the Younger (“The Eruption of Vesuvius”) are
included, as are Doris Lessing (“The Sun Between Their Feet”) and Susan
Sontag (“TB and Cancer as Metaphor”). The abundance of unusual selec-
tions is complemented by a number of more familiar ones (Rachel Carson’s
“The Gray Beginnings,” Desmond Morris’s “Territorial Behaviour,” and the
Declaration of Independence) long established as useful in writing courses.
Such diversity is also reflected in the multidisciplinary character of the
writings, with the humanities and social sciences especially well represented.

References within the text are also eclectic, ranging from Georgia
O'Keeffe and Angkor Wat to the Three Stooges and Axl Rose. The tone is
often upbeat, conversational, even humorous at times, all in an effort to
engage the student. Each introduction includes a section demonstrating the
use of the rhetorical type in various academic disciplines and, by way of
summary, a section guiding students in its use.

A novel feature of the apparatus is a group of provocative questions
called “Considerations” that challenge students to consider, for themselves
personally and for their culture(s), the implications of ideas, attitudes, or
circumstances presented by the readings. In addition to encouraging such
intimate and intellectual engagement, these questions regularly include re-
lated suggestions for writing—writing that is most often not pattern-specific,
since this need is fulfilled by a supplementary list of suggested topics at
chapter’s end.

Given the inclusive nature of the selections here, it should not be
surprising that several are translations. Many of these are by such widely
recognized figures as Benjamin Jowett and Donald Keene, and all necessarily
stand as examples of English prose in their own right. As a matter of chance
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xxvi Preface

(and British colonialism), the readings from India and all but one from Africa
are English originals.

The vast majority of readings here are presented in their entirety. In some
instances, as in the pieces by Levi and Sontag, they are self-contained por-
tions of longer works. In rare cases where deletions have been made, selec-
tions nevertheless retain their essential integrity. One of them, in fact,
Twain’s “The Lowest Animal,” is regularly published in its present abbrevi-
ated form.

Two features of the rhetorical arrangement are unusual. Chapter 5 in-
cludes analogy with comparison-contrast. The rationale for this is twofold:
first, analogy itself is a type of comparison, and second, it is rather too
specialized a structural pattern to justify a separate chapter. Including analysis
with division-classification in chapter 6 is perhaps more radical. The intellec-
tual processes involved here are quite similar, however, as the discussion itself
points out. In addition, like the arrangement in chapter 5, the fusion of
strategies suggests that rhetorical patterns are interdependent.
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