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DEDICATION

By the time this book is published, reviewed, and obtains a hearing in the
scholarly world James Cleary, President of California State University, North-
ridge, will be serving in his tenth years as president of the University. In a modest
way this dedication is intended to commemorate this circumstance.

Although James Clearly is a bibliographer of national repute, as well as a Uni-
versity president, it is because of his concern for students and libraries that we are
determined to dedicate this bibliography. He has demonstrated again and again
during his tenure his deep personal commitment to developing mature students
with imaginative and creative minds, sharpened sensibilities and deepened
spirituality. He has made it clear that it is the objective of the University to
complement the scientific and technological attainments of students with a wide
range of experience.

To this end he has generously helped the University Libraries in a hundred
different ways; a new building and a magnificent collection are only two physical
manifestations of his aid. His encouragement of a standard of excellence for his
university libraries in every forum is well known, but more important has been
his day-by-day interest and support.

For his unremitting assistance, we thank him, commend him as he approaches
his tenth year of stewardship, and respectfully dedicate this bibliography.

Norman E. Tanis
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INTRODUCTION

Until recently, American education has been oriented to its occidental heritage
and experience. However, shifts in our relations with Asian countries have en-
couraged educators to develop a better general understanding of Oriental cul-
tures rather than producing a limited number of Asian experts. As a result, more
colleges and high schools are offering courses in non-Western cultures and his-
tory. Unfortunately, academic and public libraries serving these undergraduates
and high school students do not, in most cases, have the staff to make the most
advantageous selection of supportive materials from the many published about
Asia. It is hoped that this bibliography of approximately 4,000 books about China
and its peoples will be a step toward alleviating this situation.

The bibliography is divided into twenty-one general topics listing books; in
addition it contains a section of periodical sources. Where the number of titles
make an alphabetical listing cumbersom and inefficacious, the general heading is
subdivided by subject or time period. For example, the section listing juvenile
books, included for teachers and future teachers, is basically a fiction/non-fiction
listing. Library of Congress subject headings were utilized in placing works within
all subject categories.

Each item within the bibliography has a unique item number. These numbers
are arranged sequentially except for the addition of certain recent additions which
are given an extra digit—for example, 0515, 05151, 0516. The author-title index
refers to these numbers. The omission of a number occurs when an item proved
unsuitable on closer inspection and was deleted. In addition, the list of numbers
found at the end of most sections indicate works located under other subjects but
still relevant to the subject of that section. However, no references have been
made from the General works, the Biography and the Bibliography sections be-
cause of their nature; titles labeled general or biography works could be referred
to from many sections, and titles within the bibliography section should be used
by any one seeking additional sources. As no classification scheme is perfect the
user is also advised to check in obviously related sections for works within their
field of interest.

Works in the English language are predominant. However, titles in western
languages other than English are included either because they are considered
“classics” in their field or because the number of works in a given field is so
limited that a non-English title gains special importance. Various editions of trans-
lations of Chinese works are also listed. Because of the nature of the classical
Chinese language and the classical literary style, the person and personality of the
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xvi INTRODUCTION

translator has a great opportunity to intrude upon the translation. Therefore,
special efforts have been made to include the translator of Chinese works ren-
dered into English. Other translators and editors are indicated where possible.

The inclusion of a number of older titles in reprint editions in a basic guide of
this type may be questionable, especially in certain fields such as science, politics,
and history. Though in some of these cases more recent research may have ren-
dered their data almost useless, their value lies in the fact that they are “period
pieces” reflecting the attitudes and beliefs of the times. In other cases, the work
has simply not been superseded or deals with a subject not yet given wide atten-
tion by modern scholars. Reprint editions are noted by placing the date of the
original publication in parenthesis after the reprint date.

Since every library (or individual) has monetary limitations, an attempt is made
to identify about 200 basic titles which should be held by even the smallest li-
brary. The criteria for selection was based primarily upon proven usefulness in
providing the broadest possible general understanding for the serious but unin-
itiated student. These titles are generally solid scholarly works with readability.
Though some titles are text-bookish, they provide a broad historical coverage.
Collections and compilations listed provide maximum coverage for the expense.
Titles which present new or different points of view or lead the way into new
fields of research are emphasized. Obviously 200 titles so subjectively selected
will be opened to dispute and will not satisfy everyone’s needs. However, they
should provide a reasonably reliable basic library for research as well as recrea-
tional reading.

An appendix near the end of this book lists the item numbers of these basic
works.
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