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TAKING ITS TITLE FROM THE YIDDISH PROVERB
“Even an hour in Paradise is worthwhile,” Joan
Leegant’s startling debut features ten outstandingly
original and prize-winning stories. Contemporary and
fresh, these are stories that mine the Jewish tradition
with an edge. Provocative and offbeat, in settings from
Jerusalem to Queens, from the outskirts of Hollywood to
Sarasota, Florida, An Hour in Paradise gives us char-
acters who soldier on, despite the odds, in search of
divine and human connection, aware that even a glim-
mer—that single heavenly hour—is worthwhile.

A former drug dealer turned yeshiva student faces
his past while visiting a dying AIDS patient. A disaf-
fected young American in the ancient city of Safed
ventures into Kabbalist mysticism and gets more than
he bargained for. Three sisters—one a Hindu, one an
Orthodox Jew, and one a struggling actress just trying
to get by—find unexpected happiness with the help
of an unseen, yet beloved, hand. A Boston rabbi whose
morning minyan is visited by a pair of mysterious
guests considers the possibility that they are not the
mortals they seem. An aging Jerusalemite chronicles
his country’s changes during the Biblical -year of
rest. Interspersed with these are tales of love lost
and found—between fathers and sons, old childhood
sweethearts past their prime, and strangers thrown
together by circumstance and chance.

By turns poignant and comic, unflinching and
compassionate—with a dose of fabulist daring—the
stories in An Hour in Paradise explore the dangers and
unforeseen rewards of our most fundamental longings.
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Some of the stories in this collection were originally published, in slightly different
form, as follows: “The Tenth” in Nimrod International Journal (Fall/Winter 1998)
and in With Signs & Wonders: An International Anthology of Jewish Fabulist
Fiction, Daniel M. Jaffe, editor, Invisible Cities Press, Montpelier, 2001; “Lucky
in Love” in Columbia: A Journal of Literature and Art (Winter 2001); “How to
Comfort the Sick and Dying” in Bellingham Review (Spring 2001): “The Lament
of the Rabbi’s Daughters” (as “The Four Daughters”) in New England Review
(Fall 2002); “The Seventh Year” in Prairie Schooner (Summer 2002); “Henny's
Wedding” in American Literary Review (Fall 2000); “Accounting” in Crazyhorse
(Fall 2002); “The Diviners of Desire: A Modern Fable” (as “The Diviners of
Desire”) in Pakn Treger (Summmer 2002).
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FOB ALLEN






EVEN AN HOUR IN PARADISE IS WORTHWHILE.

—viddish proverb
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