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1. He Became a Stone

Taleboy' was the son of a poor family. His father died when he
was a child,so he stayed with his mother, Marina Butler® .

One day, Taleboy went out to hunt and could not find the way
to his home. Luckily® he met a prince in the forest, who took him to
his palace®.

Marina Butler was very unhappy’ since her son did not come
back. For many years she looked for him. Then one day she reached
a palace and saw a large crowd® there.She joined the crowd.

“There they are!”she heard someone’s woice’ .

Marina Butler saw a young man with a beautiful lady. When
they came nearer,Marina Butler said to herself, “I know the mark®
on his face! I've found him, after ten years!”She ran to him, “Tale-
boy,my son!...”

“Who are you? Go away!”Taleboy said angrily and pushed her
away.

“I am your mother! Don’t you know me now?” the mother
said,and the crowd watched the strange meéting.

Because he was ashamed’ of his mother, the son said, “No!
You aren’t, Go away ! "He walked quickly away and tried to awoid
the embarrassment™ .

“Don’t you remember you got lost one day” , the mother contin-
ued, “I've looked for' you for ten years!”

Taleboy pretended" not to hear. Everybody was quiet. Sudden-
ly, there was fierce' thunder" and Taleboy shouted, “Mother!
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Mother! Help me!” These were his last words before he became a

stone.
& 3
€ Notes
[ mm—
L 1. Taleboy[ “eilboi] = . #H/RIBHE(BFH)
L » 2.Marina Butler{ma'rino'batle] n . N - BfEE (B A)
« 3. luckily[ lakili] ad.fR3EIE,FEIEZH
& 4. palace[ 'pelis] ». BB
€« 5.unhappy[ an'haepi] a. RFEH;RKF
- 6.crowd{ kraud] n. AB¥
- 7.voice[vois] n.iBFE,FH
L — 8. mark[ mak] »n.#5,BEH
& 9.ashamed[a'feimd] a.ZBE, FH
L be ashamed of -+ BB HLE, B - BAER
L ] 10. avoid[ o'void] wz.#E& ,
€« 11. embarrassment[ im'beerssmont] ». Eif ,
— 12.pretend[pri'tend] vr. B35, %KM
- 13.fierce[fies] a.ZEFUM
€« 14.thunder['0ands] ».EF

2.Would You Like a Shave',
or a Haircut*?

Once a poor farmer who had always lived in the country and
had never visited a big town won a lot of money,so he decided that
he could now afford’ a holiday in an excellent hotel by the sea.

When lunch-time came on his first day there, he decided to go
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and eat in the restaurant of the hotel. The head waiter showed him
to his table, took his order and went away. When he looked at the
farmer again, he got a surprise! The farmer had tied his table nap-

kin* round his neck.
The head waiter was annoyed” at this and immediately told one

of the other waiters in the restaurant to go to the man and inform®

him, without being in any way insulting , that people did not do

such a thing in restaurants of this quality®.

The waiter went to the farmer and said in a friendly voice,

“Good morning, sir. Would you like a shave,or a haircut?”
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3. One against Ten Thousand'

In the early days of Rome, the great city was peaceful and qui-
et. Of course, there was an army. The soldiers loved their city. And
they wanted to protect it. They did not want.to go outside the city
walls to fight battles. There were rocky mountains all round Rome.
A great river ran near the city. And so the people thought nobody
could attack them.

But one night the Romans® received bad news. A soldier on
horseback rode through the streets shouting, “ The enemy has
crossed the mountains. Ten thousand soldiers are coming to attack
us!”

All the Romans were afraid. No one knew what to do or where
to go. Women and children ran in the streets shouting. Men and boys
prepared themselves to fight.

The Roman rulers quickly decided that their army was too
small. They could not go out and meet the enemy.

“We will stay inside our walls, "they said. “We will leave a few
soldiers to guard the roads. The enemy’s army may reach our side of
the mountains. But they will never be able to cross the river to attack
our city.”

But one man thought that it would be a different story. He was .
a Roman soldier. His name was Horatius’ . He and his men guarded
the wooden bridge that led across the river to Rome.

Rome was on one side of the bridge. Horatius stood on the other
side. Then he saw something which he could not believe. An army of
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ten thousand men was coming towards him.

He turned around to cry for help. He saw a few of his own men
standing on the bridge. Across the water he saw his beautiful city of
Rome.

“Cut down the bridge!” he commanded. “Do it as fast as you
can. Rome will not fall into the hands of this enemy!”

Quickly the soldiers brought out their azes*. They began to cut
down the bridge. Horatius and two other men began to fight the ene-
my. Soon they heard their men calling from the other side. They
knew that the bridge was going to fall.

“Run across the bridge now. ”"Horatius told the other two sol-
diers. “I will {follow.”

When the men reached the other side, the bridge fell intc the
river below. It was too late for brave Horatius. Now he stood alone
against ten thousand soldiers.

Without saying a word, he moved backwards until he got to the
river’s edge. There he turned around and looked at Rome. He knew
that his people were now safe. Then he jumped into the deep river
below.

Horatius was wearing very heavy clothes. He was also carrying
heavy things. But he was the best swimmer in Rome.

Horatius kept on swimming through the cold stream® . The peo-
ple were waiting for him on the other side. They were all happy to
see their great hero.

And then do you know what happened? Loud cries were heard
from the other side of the river. The enemy soldiers, too, were shout-
ing in honour of° such a brave man.

Young boys in Rome wanted to be as strong and brave as Hora-
tius. That is how the Roman Empire’ became so great.
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4. The Beautiful Horse

Once upon a time there was a wise old merchant'. His name
was Abdul Hamid® . He had a very beautiful Arab® horse, and he
wanted to sell it.

This horse could run faster than any other horse in the country.
But the merchant wanted to sell it for three hundred pieces of gold.
No one could pay so much.

One day a young man came to the merchant. His name was
Aziz* . He said:

“I am of good family,but I am very poor and I can not buy the
horse. still, if you give me the horse, you won’t lose anything. I am
going to a far country, and everything that I get there 1 will give
you.”

Abdul Hamid thought for a long time and pulled his beard”.
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Then he said:
“All right. You can take the horse.’
So Aziz got on the horse and rode away to a far country. After a
time he came to a great city. As he rode past the palace, the king was

standing at the window. The king saw the beautiful horse. At once

»

he wanted to have it.
So he sent servants to bring Aziz to the palace.
The king said: “How much is that horse? I want to buy it.”
Aziz answered: “It is nine hundred pieces of gold. "
“That’s too much. But go away now, and come again tomor-

row. Then we can talk about this again.”

The king’s daughter

When Aziz had gone, the king called his wise men together. He
said :

“The horse is the finest I have ever seen, but the price is too
high.”

“Yes, the price is too high, ”they all said.

But there was one man who wanted to please the king. He said:
“When the king speaks to the young man tomorrow, let all the
young ladies in the palace be there. Surely he will fail in love with®
one of them, and then he will not care about the horse, so the king
can buy it for much less.”

Next day when Aziz rode it to the palace garden there were
many ladies there. They were all very beautiful. Aziz did not look at
them. But some of the ladies fell in love with him. Aziz still asked for
nine hundred pieces of gold for his horse.

Then the king called his wise men again, and the man who

wanted to please the king thought of another plan.



“My plan was good,” he said, “but it was not good enough. If
he sees the king’s daughter , he will remember nothing. Then the
king can buy the horse.”

So the next day the king sat at the gate of the palace with his
daughter. At noon Aziz came again to show the beauty of the horse.
As he rode past the king, he saw the king’s daughter. She looked at
him. They fell in love with each other. She came nearer to look at the
horse. Aziz told her quickly that if he sold the horse he must give the

money to Abdul Hamid.

Out of the City

The princess looked up at him and said: “Oh my love! In my
father’s palace I have a coat. It is covered with gold and jewels” . It
has nine pockets,and in each pocket there are nine hundred pieces of
gold. It’s very hot now. Say ‘It’s very hot. I feel ill. ’ Then I’ll go to
get some water.

So Aziz said, “I feel ill,” and asked for water. The wise men
heard him. The king’s daughter went into the palace. She came out
again wearing her gold coat and carrying a golden cup of water.

Aziz quickly raised her on to the horse in front of him® . Then
he rode out of the city.

All the king’s men called for their horses and rode after Aziz.
They tried to catch him,but they couldn’t : no horse could run as fast
as his. So they came back to the palace. The king was very angry.

Aziz and the princess rode on. The country was very beautiful,
and they were very happy.

One day Aziz remembered Abdul Hamid and cried: “Oh! I am
an unhappy man!”

“What is the matter?”
.8 .



Aziz Keeps His Word

He told her about Abdul Hamid.

Then he said: “I said I would give him everything that I won
with the horse. So the pieces of gold belong to him and the coat and
the golden cup and even you,my love.”

“Why? You didn’t win me,but I,a king’s daughter, gave my-
self to you. So, we won’t go to Abdul Hamid, but we’ll stay here in
the mountains, and be happy.”

But Aziz said:

“No. I gave my word,and I must keep it.”

They rode along quietly, and at the end of the journey they
found Abdul Hamid.

Aziz said to him: “Good day, Abdul Hamid. I have come back
from a far country. I gave you my word: ‘I will give you everything
that I get there. "Here is a golden cup,and a golden coat with many
pieces of gold in it. I bring you this lady too. She is the king’s daugh-
ter, whom I love.”

Abdul Hamid was a wise old man; he thought for a long time
and pulled his beard. Then he said: “Truly,you have done well. The
coat shall be mine and the cup shall be mine, and half the gold too.
But you take half the gold and the horse and the lady.”

So Aziz and the princess were married and lived happily ever

after’.



