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, Lesson One

! ~ TRANSPORTATION (I)

Focal Points 1. Discriminating the intonation patterns of tag

questions

2. Selecting relevant elements -

Part A Micro—Listening (Exercises with Key)
Phonetics: - Tones Used for Tag Questions

1. Directions: Tag questions can be read in the rising tone or the falling }one. If the falling tone
is used, it means the speaker expects the listener to agree with him. The rising
tone, however, meaﬁs that the speaker wants the listener to give his own opinion.
In this part you'll hear ten sentences with question tags. Listen carefully and de-
cide whether the speaker is trying to ask the listener to agree with him. Give a
tick to each of them. (10 points)

1) Mary met youa céuple of days ago, /* didn’t she?

2) There are quite a few mistakes in your dictation, “y aren’t there?

3) They don’t know how to run this machine, Y do they?

4) The garage isn’t at the back of the house, "\ isit?

5) Many trees were planted along the river bank, .» weren’t they?

6) So the North would be the best place to go to, y wouldn’t it?

7) Those girls enjoy dancing, » don’t they?

8) Wedon’t have to be in such a big hurry, _* do we?

9) We’re going to try acupuncture, \ aren’t we? v

10) You have been to the Great Wall, .» haven’t you? ( )

2. Directions: You'll hear five sentences with question tags. Listen carefully to the intonation

NN
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patterns of these questions and decide which of the four choices in each problem
expresses the speaker’s meaning. (10 points)
1) The boy can’t drive, “y can he?

®

a. The speaker doesn’t think that the boy can drive.

b. The speaker is not sure whether the boy can drive or not.
c. The speaker is sure that the boy can drive.

d. The speaker is doubtful whether the boy can drive or not.

—1__



- 2) Barbara won’t join us for the picnic, J will she?
a. The speaker thinks that Barbara will join them for the picnic.
b. The speaker wants to know if Barbara will join them for the picnic.
;. The speaker hopes that Barbara will join them for the picnic.
d. The speaker is quite sure that Barbara will join them for the picnic.
3) That old lady has five dogs, ./ hasn’t she?
‘ a. The speaker is certain that the old lady hasn’t got five dogs.
b. The speaker is sure that the old lady has five dogs.
c. The speaker wants to be confirmed that the old lady really has five dogs.
d. The speaker doesn’t care if the old lady has five dogs.
4) John’s father hasn’t come back from work, \ has he?
. The speaker is eager to know if John’s father has come back from work.
. The speaker is doubtful whether John’s father has come back from work.
The speaker thinks that John’s father will come back from work soon.
. The speaker thinks that John's father is still at work.
5) Sally married a Frenchman a few weeks ago, .7 didn’t she?

la © o @

a. The speaker is sure that Sally married a Frenchman a few weeks ago.

b. The speaker doesn’t think Sally married a Frenchman a few weeks ago.

c. The speaker wants to find out whether it is true that Sally married a Frenchman a
few weeks ago. '

[N

. The speaker is certain that Sally didn’t marry a Frenchman a few weeks ago.

TOTAL SCORE: 20 POINTS

Part B Macro—Listening
Dialogue

Is This Your Car, Sir?

I. Culture Notes

1. In the West, cars and other vehicles must be parked in restricted places called parking
lots. Those people who have parked their cars in wrong places will be given parking
tickets by traffic wardens and they have to pay a certain amount of money for that. In

cities where the traffic is crowded, however, parking can be a serious problem to driv-
ers.

__2._.



2. A double yellow line Two parallel lines in yellow color to indicate ‘ No Park-

ing’. _
3. Speed limit There is a maximum speed limit on the roads in Britain and many other
countries. Along the roads signs are placed to notify drivers at what speed they can
drive. Speed limit varies from 80 mph on the highway to about 30 mph on a country

' road. Drivers who fail to observe the speed limit will be fined if they are caught by a

—

policeman.
II. Exercises with Key
1. Directions: Listen to the first part of the conversation twice and complete the following
statements with appropriate choices. (10 points)
1) If you see a double yellow line in front of you on the street, you
a. must stop immediately
b. mustn’t park your car there
¢. must drive back
d. mustn’t speed up .
2) Ben parked his car there because he thought
. it was too late to drive anywhere else
. there was no danger of getting a parking ticket
. that was the only place where he could park his car |
. he had got a parking ticket already _
3) If you want to park your car by a double yellow line, you

a
b
C
d

a. should get a parking ticket first
b. should be careful not to leave your car there too long’
c. must wait until it is after 5:30
d. will run the risk of being fined
4) Intheend Ben
a. took his wife’s advice and drove on

b. found another place to park his car
c. was fined
d. left without being fined
5) It can be inferred from the conversation that Ben
a. was driving to the shopping center with his wife
b. had just learned to drive
C. was stopped by the warden because he had exceeded the speed limit on the road
d. did not expect to find the warden still at work at that time
2. Directions: Listen to the second part of the conversation twice and write ‘T’ or ‘F’ for

each statement you hear. ’ (10 points)
1) The policemen wanted to look at Ben’s driving licence, but Ben did not
have it with him. (7))

_3_




2) According to the conversation, if a driver is found speeding, he will have

to report to the police station within 5 days. (
3) Ben was driving at the speed of 60 nules an hour. (
4) Both Ben and the policemen were speeding. (
5) Policemen on duty sometimes do not have to observe speed limit. (

NN T Yy

TOTAL SCORE: 20 POINTS

Passage

A Traffic Survey

I.  Culture Notes

1. A traffic survey A general investigation of traffic conditions held for the purpose of
making some changes in the traffic system.
2. Oxford A cityin S England, NW of London. ,
3. The driving test A certain test that drivers have to pass before they can get a driving
licence. Young people in Britain and some other countries can take the driving test
when they reach the age of 16.
11. Exercises with Key

1. Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to complete each of the fol-
léu'ing statements. ' (10 points)
1) The local government conducted a traffic survey because .
a. they wanted to know what people thought of the traffic system
b. the streets in the city are too old
. poeple parked their cars anywhere they liked

a o

d. they wanted to change the traffic system
2) According to the tape, Mr Brown

a. works in Oxford University
is an experienced driver

has to drive 20 minutes to get to work

e ol

sometimes comes to town by car
3) The interview with Mary Johnson suggests that

a. she is very keen on driving

b. those who fail to pass the driving test have to walk fo work
. she has given up driving at last

[#]
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d. sheis taking driving lessons so that she will not have to walk to work
4) The interview with Bob Brewer suggests that
a. people living outside the city usually come to work by train
b. he is a poor young man
c. cars are too expensive for young people to buy
d. not every person who can drive owns a car
5) E‘he interview with the Wilsons suggests that
a. the city’s bus service is good
b. people over 65 seldom drive
c. itis hard for them to get to Oxford _
d. some people have never learned to drive all their lives
2. Directions: Listen to the passage again and complete the chart with the information you

get from the tape. (10 points)
Questions Asked People Interviewed
Mr Brown Mary Bob the Wilsons
How old are you? 58. 4) 20. - 25, -8) Over 65.
Can you drive? 1) Yes. No. - 5) Yes. 9) No.
How long have you 40 years. y, ’ 6) 2 ycars.‘ , .

been able to drive?

Where do you live? 2) In the Near the In a In a suburb

country. | city center.| village. of the city.
How do you come 3) By car. p 7) By 10) By bus.
to town? train.

TOTAL SCORE: 20 POINTS

Part C Oral Practice

Topics for discussion in class:
1. What do you think might happen to Ben at the police station?
2. Does your city have a traffic problem? If yes, what is the problem?

_5__



