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There are many parts of the world where it is
very hot. These hot places are called deserts,
rainforests and grasslands.

- Some deserts have hardly any rain and here
e there is nothing but sand. Other deserts are
g‘i made of rocks and boulders. In some deserts

It rains very hard once a year. Rainforests have
ﬁ a lot of rain and are very hot and steamy all
w- | year round. Grasslands are very dry for most of

the time, but have lots of rain once a year.

Lots of animals live in these hot places, from

tiny insects and strange looking lizards, to ﬁ
birds and big animals. They all have their own
ways of living in the heat. ‘
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Camels live in deserts which are hot and
dry. They can go without food and water
for many days. Their feet are big and wide

which helps them to walk on soft sand. In
the deserts of Africa people often use
camels instead of cars to carry them
around.
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Scorpions live in hot places, but they hide in
the shade during the day. They come out at
night when the weather gets cooler.
Scorpions eat insects and spiders. They kill
them with their strong claws. They kill big
insects with the sting on the end of their tail.
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Gorillas live in jungles which are hot and
steamy. They eat lots of fruit and bark.
They live in big family groups, headed by
the strongest male. Adult gorillas can be

three times as big as a grown man. Adult
gorillas climb trees where they build a nest
to sleep in.
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The little sand cat lives in northern Africa. It
is wild, not tame and friendly like a pet cat.
It prowls around at night looking for mice

and snakes to eat.lt has sharp teeth and
claws. The bottom of its paws are hairy so
it can walk on hot sand without burning
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Lizards like hot places. This prickly
moloch lizard lives in a desert in
Australia. Sometimes it is called a thorny
devil because its back is covered in sharp

spines. The spines stop other animals
attacking it. It has a long tongue that it
uses to lick up ants from the ground.
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Tapirs live in swamps or near streams in the
jungle. They sleep in the daytime and come
out at night when it is cool. They eat water
plants and leaves. They can swim well,
which helps them to escape bigger animals
such as jaguars who would like to eat them.
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Birds live in hot places, too. This tiny elf
owl is about the size of a coffee mug. It
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lives in America. It lays eggs in a hole in a

tall, prickly cactus, where they will be safe
from harm. The owl is too small to make

Its own hole so it looks for one that a
bigger bird has made.




