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Letter to Professors of Physics of US Universities,
Inviting Their Departments’ Participation
in the CUSPEA Program

February 1, 1980

Dear @iﬁl :

This letter is to invite the participation of your department
in an effort to establish objective criteria for selecting graduate
students in physics from the People’s Republic of China. As you
know , the GRE program has not so far been established in Chi-
na. Yet there is a large number of Chinese college graduates who
would like to come to the U. S. to study, and this number wili
undoubtedly increase by next year. During this interim period,
the Columbia Physics Department has used a temporary proce-
dure which has turned out to be quite successful, and which
might work well as a general plan for American universities.

The method we have used is simply to provide our own ex-
amination (see attached), equivalent to the qualifying examina-
tion which our students take during the first year of their gradu-
ate work. The first exam, given last spring, was conducted
while I was in China. The second, held from December 26 - 29,
1979, was administered jointly by the Graduate School of A-
cademia Sinica and the Physics Department of Peking Universi-
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