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add insult to injury
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admit the corn 8 another string to one’s bow 16
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apple of discord 17

apple of love 7

apple of Sodom 18

apple of theeye 18

apple-pie order 19

apple polisher 19

April foal 20

Arbor Day 20

argue the toss 21

armed to the hilv 21

armed tc the teeth 21

artesian well 22

as (if) to the manner born 22

as one man 22

ask for the moon 22

asphalt jungle 22

ass in a lion’s skin 22

assembly line 23

at a loose end 23

at a snail’s pace 23

at bay 24

at daggers drawn 24

at half-mast 25

at loggerheads (with) 25

at loose ends 26

at one (fell) swoop 26

atsea 27

at sixes and sevens 27

at the double 28

at the eleventh hour 28

at the drop of a hat 29

at the end of cne’s rope / tether
29

at the Greek calends 30

athlete’s foot 30

atomic bomb 30
Attic salt 31

Attic wit 31
Augean stable(s) 31
auld lang syne 31
Aunt Sally 31
ax{e) togrind 32
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babe in the wood(s) 34

back and fill 34

back to square one 35

back to the drawing board 35

back-handed compliment 36

backroom boy 36

backstairs influence 37

bad egg 37

badger game 37

bag and baggage 38

bag lady 38

bag of tricks 39

Bailey bridge 39

baker’s dozen 40

bald as a coot 40

baptism of fire 41

bark up the wrong tree 4t

Barmecide’s feast 42

bat on a sticky wicket 42

bath chair 42

battle royal 43

be hoist with one’s own petard
43

be one’s age 43

beam in one’s eye 43
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bear a charmed life 44

bear down (up)on 45

bear garden 45

bear one’s cross 46

bear the palm 46

beard the lion in his den 47

beat a dead horse 48

beat a retreat 48

beat about / around the bush
48

beat generation 49

beat it 49

beat one’s brains 49

beat someone black and blue 49

beat (someone / something) into
a cocked hat 50

beat the air 50

beat the band 50

beat the gun  5i

beauty and the beast 51

beauty sleep 51

bed of roses 52

Bed of Procrustes 52

bee in one’s bonnet 52

beer and skittles 52

bee’s knees 53

before one / you can / could say
Jack Robinson 54

before the Flood 54

before the mast 55

beg the question 55

beggar description 56

behind the eightball 57

behind the scenes 57

bell, book and candle -58

bell the cat 58

below the belt 59

below the salt 39

bend over backwards 59

benefit of clergy 59

Benjamin’s mess 60

best man 60

best bib and tucker 61

bet one’s bottom dollar 61

better half 62

between cup and lip 62

between Scylla and Charybdis
63

between the devil and the deep
(blue) sea 63

beyond one’s ken 64

beyond the pale 65

big as life 635

Big Brother 65

BigC 66

big wheel 66

bill and coc 66

bird of ill omen 66

birthday suit . 67

bite the bullet 67

bite the dust / ground 68

bitter end 69

bitter pill (to swallow) 69

black and blue 70

black book 70

black hole 70

Black Maria 71

black sheep 71

blackboard jungle 71

Blarney stone 72
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blaze a trail 72

blindman’s buff 72

blot one’s copybook 72
blow away the cobwebs 73
blow hot and cold 74

blow off steam 74

blow one’s own horn 75
blow one’s top 75

blow scmeone’s mind 76
blow the cobwebs away 76

blue blood 76
blue chip 77
blue law 77

blue moon 78

blue ribbon - 78

board the gravy train 78

bone of contention 79

bone of the bone and flesh of the
flesh 79

bone to pick 79

boot(s) and saddle(s) 80

born in/to the purple 80

born under a lucky star 81

born with a silver spoon in one’s
mouth 81

borrowed plumes 82

both sheets in / to the wind 82

bow and scrape 82

bow out 83

Box and Cox 84

box office 84

box the compass 83

Boxing Day 85

brand from the burning 85

breach of promise 86

bread and circuses 87
break the ice 87
bright and early 88
bring down the house 88
bring home the bacon 88
bring someone down a peg 89
bring someone to heel 89
bring to a head 90
Brother Jonathan 90
brown study 90
the buck stops here 91
build a fire under someone 91
build castles in Spain 91
build castles in the air 91
build {(up)on (the) sand 91
bull in a china shop 92
Buridan's ass 92
burn one’s boats / bridges 93
burn one’s fingers 94
burn someone in effigy 94
burn the candle at both ends 95
burn the midnight cit 95
bury one’s head in the sand 96
bury the hatchet tomahawk

9%
busman’s holiday 97
busy as a beaver 97
busy as a bee 97
busy bee 98
buy a pig in a poke 98
by a long chalk 99
by a long shot 99
by and large 99
by heart 100
by hook or by crook 101
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by rule of thumb 101

by shank’s mare / pony 101
by the skin of one’s teeth 102
by the book 103

C

Cadmean victory 104

Caesarean / Caesarian section
104

cakes and ale 105

call a spade a spade 105

call one’s shot(s) 106

call someone on the carpet 106

call someone over the coals 106

call someone’s bluff 106

call the shots 107

call the tune 107

call the turn 108

called to the bar 108

cannon fodder 108

can’t hold a candle to 109

cap in hand 109

capital crime / offence 169

capital punishment 109

card up one's sleeve 110

carrot and stick 110

carry a stiff upper lip 111

carry coals to Newcastle 111

carry off the palm 111

carry one’s cross 111

carry the day 111

cash in 112

cash in one’s checks 112

cash in one’s chips 112

cash on the barrelhead 112

cash on the nail 113

cask of Danaides 113

cast pearls before swine 113

cast sheep’s eyes (at someone)
114

cast the first stone 114

castles in Spain 115

castles in the air 115

catbird seat 116

catch a Tartar 116

catch as catch can 116

catch some Z’s 117

catch someone with his pants /
trousers down 117

catch that catch can 118

catch-22 118

catch wind of 119

cat's paw 119

caught / taken red-handed 119

caviar(e) to the general 120

chain reaction 121

chalk it up 121

champ / chafe / chomp at the bit
122

chance it 122

chance one’s arm 122

chance one’s luck 123

change horses in
midstream 123

chapter and verse 123

chastise with scorpions 124

cheek by jowl (with) 125

cheer someone to the echo 125

cherish a snake / serpent / viper
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in one’s / the bosom 125
chew the fat 125
chew the rag 126
chewing gum 126

chime in 127
Chinaman’s chance 127
chipin 128

chip of / off the old block 128
chip on one’s / the shoulder
129
clamp up 129
clean bill of health 130
clean hands 130
cleanse the Augean stable (s)
131
climb on the bandwagon 131
cloak-and-dagger 133
close one’s eyes to something
133
the coast is clear 133
cock a snook (at) 134
cock of the roost 134
cock of the walk 134
cock-and-bull story 135
cockles of someone’s heart 135
coffin nail 135
coign of vantage 136
cold as charity 136
cold feet 137
cold shoulder 137
come apart at the seams 137
come down a peg {or two) 138
come (down) off the fence 138
come down on the right side of
the fence 138

come down the aisle 138

come hell and / or high water
138

come in from the cold 139

come off with flying colours
139

come to a head 139

come to heel 140

come to loggerheads 140

come to the end of one’s rope /
tether 140

come under the hammer 140

come under the yoke 141

come (up) to (the) scratch
141

confess the corn 142

conspiracy of silence 142

cook someone’s goose 143

cool as a cucumber 143

cool one’s heels 144

corn in Egypt 145

corner the market 145

cough up 145

count one’s chickens 146

cover over the cracks 146

crack the whip 146

crocodile tears 147

the / a crock of gold at the end of
the rainbow 148

cross as two sticks 148

cross one’s fingers 148

cross one’s heart 148

cross the Rubicon 149

Crow Jim 149

crown of thorns 149
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crow’s feet 150

crow’s nest 150

cry for the moon 150

cry from the housetops / rooftops
151

cry over spilt milk 151

cry wolf 151

cudgel one's brain(s) 152

cup of tea 152

cupboard love 153

curate’s egg 154

curious as Lot’s wife 154

curry favour ( with someone )
154

curtain lecture 155

cut a dido 155

cut a snook 156

cut and dried 156

cut and run 156

cut and thrust 157

cut it 157

cut no ice 157

cut off one’s nose to spite one’s
face 158

cut of someone’s jib 158

cut one’s stick 159

cut someone to the quick 159

cut the Gordian knot 160

cut the knot 161

cut the mustard 161

cut up 16!

b

Damon and Pythias 162

damp squib 163

Darby and joan 163

dark horse 164

dark meat 165

dash cold water on (something)
165

daughter of the horseleech 165

Davy Jones’s locker 166

dead as a / the dodo 167

dead as a doornail 168

Dead Sea apple 168

Dead Sea fruit 168

deaf as a doornail 168

Dear John letter 168

death’s head at the feast 168

deep six 169

deep throat 170

the devil to pay 170

devil’s advocate 171

die in harness 171

die in one’s boots / shoes 171

the die is cast 172

the die is thrown 172

die the death 172

die with one’s boots / shoes on
172

different kettle of fish 173

dig the hatchet / tomahawk
173

dine with Duke Humphrey 173

do a land-office business 174

doa U-turn 174

dog days 174

dog in the manger 174

dog tag 175
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doggie bag 175

domino effect 175

Don Juan 176

donkey’s ages 177

donkey’s years 177

dot the i’s and cross the t’s 177

double Dutch 178

double in brass 178

doubting Thomas 178

down for the count 179

down in the dumps 179

down on one’s uppers 180

drag someone over the coals
180

draw a blank 180

draw a / the line 180

draw a red herring (across the
path / track / trail) 181

draw in one’s horns 181

draw someone’s leg 182

draw someone’s teeth 182

draw the wool over someone’s
eyes 182

draw to a head 182

drawing room 182

dressed in horrowed plumes
182

dressed to the nines 183

drink like a fish 183

drive someone from pillar to post
184

drive (someone) to the wall
184

druw (someone) out 184

drunk as alord 184

dry behind the ears 185
dry goods 185

duck soup 185

duck’s egg 185

dumb as a doornail 185
Dutch courage 185
Dutch treat 187

Dutch uncle 187

dyed in the wool 188

E

eager beaver 189

earn one’s salt 189

easy street 189

eat crow 190

eat, drink and be merry 191

eat high off /on the hog 191

eat humble pie 191

eat one’s heart out 192

eat one’s words 193

eat somebody’s salt 193

eat the leek 194

eggon 194

elbow grease 195

Electra complex 195

eleventh hour 195

eleventh-hour decision 195

end of one’s rope / tether 195

enough to make a saint swear
195

enough to make the angels weep
196

enough to provoke a saint 196

enough to try the patience of a
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saint / Job 196

enter the lists 196

even Stephen(s) 197

even Steven 197

every man jack 198

every Tom, Dick and Harry
198

excuse my French 198

extra string to one’s bow 198

eye for eye 198

F

Fabian policy / tactics 200
face the music 200

face value 201

fall apart at the seams 201

fall for someone hock, line and

sinker 201
_{fall for something hook, line and
sinker 201

fall from grace 201

fall guy 202

fall (up)on one’s feet 203

fall over backwards 203

fall to loggerheads 203

false colours 203

family skeleton 203

fancy free 203

the fat is in the fire 204

fate worse than death 204
Father Christmas 205

feather in somebody’s cap 205
feather one’s nest 206

feed someone to the lions 206

{feel one’s ears burning 206
feel one’s cats 207

feet of clay 207

fellow traveller 208

fiddle while Rome burns 208
field day 209

fifth column 209

fifth wheel 210

fig leaf 210

fight fire with fire 211
fight hammer and tongs 211
fight like Kilkenny cats 211
fight tooth and nail 212
fight {(with) windmills 212
fill the bill 212

filthy lucre 213

fine kettle of fish 213
finger on the wall 213
finishing touch(es) 213

fire on all cylinders 214
first fruits 214

first rate 214

first water 215

fish in troubled waters 215
fit the bill 215

flash in the pan - 215

flea in one’s ear 216

flea market 217

flog a dead horse 217
flotsam and jetsam 217

fly a flag at half-mast 218
fly a kite 218

fly in the ocintment 219

fly off the handle 219
foam at the mouth 220
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follow one’s nose 221

follow suit 221

fond of the limelight 222

fools rush in where angels fear to
tread 222

foot the bill 222

footloose and fancy-free 223

forlorn hope 223

forty winks 223

foul play 224

four-letter word 225

French leave 225

Freudian slip 225

frog in one’s / the throat 226

fromAtoZ 226

from China to Peru 226

from Dan to Beersheba 226

from hand to mouth 227

from pillar to post 227

from the horse’s mouth 228

from the housetops 228,

from time immemorial 228

full court press 228

full of beans 229

full of cats 230

funny bone 230

the fur / feathers fly 230

the fur starts / begins to fly
230

G

gain one’s laurels 231
gain one’s spurs 231
gain the day 231

gain the upper hand 231

gall and wormwood 231

gallery play 232

Garrison finish 232

gay Lothario 232

gentleman’s agreement 232

gentlemen’s agreement 233

get a clean bill of health 233

get a flea in one’s ear 233

get a rain check  on
something 233

get a rise out of someone 233

get cold feet 234

get cracking 234

get down to brass tacks 234

get egg 7 jam on / over one'’s face
235

get goose pimples 235

get (hold of) the right end of the

stick 235
get hold of the wrong end of the
stick 235

get off one’s high horse 236
get off the fence 236

get on like a house on fire 236
get on one’s high horse 236
get on the gravy train 236

-get one’s back to / against the

wall 236

get one’s / someone’s back up
236

get one’s cards 237

get one’s fingers burned 237

get one’s / someone’s nose to the
grindstone 237
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get one’s own back (on someone)
237

get one’s pound of flesh 237

get out of bed on the wrong
side 238

get out of the wrong side of the
bed 238

get short shrift 238

get some Z’s 238

get someone by the short hairs
238

get someone over a / the barrel
238

get someone's goat 238

get someone’s monkey up 239

get someone’s hackles up 240

get the axe 240

get the ball rolling 241

get the bit between / in one’s
teeth 241

get the cart before the horse
241

get the cold shoulder 241

get the creeps 241

get the / a drop on someone
241

get the hook 242

get the / a jump on someone
242

get the red carpet treatment
242

get the sack 242

get the short end of the stick
243

get the third degree 243

get the thumbs down 243

get the upper hand 244

get the wrong end of the stick
244

get to first base 244

get to loggerheads 244

get to the end of one’s rope /
tether 244

get to (the) windward of 244

get up on the wrong side of the
bed 244

get wind of (something) 245

gift of (the) gab 246

gild the lily 246

gird (up) one’s loins 247

girl Friday 248

give a lick and a promise 248

give a sop to Cerberus 248

give & wide berth to (someone /
something) 248

give and take 248

give chapter and verse 249

give short shrift to 249

give someone a clean bill of health
249

give someone a rain check on
something 249

give someone a Roland for an
Oliver 249

give someone the ax(e) 249

give someone the cold shoulder
249

give someone the creeps 249

give someone the red carpet treat-
ment 250

A v s e e
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give someone the sack 250

give someone the third degree
250 y

give someone / something (the)
thumbs down /up 250

give someone the wall 250

give something a face-lift 250

give up the ghost 251

go against the grain 251

go at it hammer and tongs 252

go at it tooth and nail 252

go by /on shank’s mare 252

go by the board 252

go down the aisle 253

go Dutch 253

go for it 253

go from pillar to post 254

go haywire 254

go (off) like hot cakes 254

go nineteen to the dozen 254

go off at half cock 255

go off half-cocked 255

go on all fours 255

go on the stump 255

go one better 256

go over the top 257

go over to the majority 257

go the way of all flesh 257

go (the) whole hog 257

go through fire and water 258

go through the mill 259

go through the roof 259

go through thick and thin 259

go to Davy Jones’s locker 259

go to grass 259

go to loggerheads 259

go to pot 259

go to rack and ruin 259

go to the devil 259

go to the dogs 260

go to the happy hunting ground
261

go to the wall 261

go under the hammer 262

go west 262

going, going, gone 262

golden calf 262

good Samaritan 262

good wine needs no bush 263

goose bumps 264

goose egg 264

goose flesh 264

goose pimples 264

goose skin 264

goose that laid the golden egg(s)
264

Gordian knot 264

grain of mustard seed 264

grandstand play 264

grasp the nettle 264

the grass is always greener on the
other side (of the fence)
265

grass roots 266

grass widow 266

gravy train 267

grease someone’s palm / hand
268

great cry and little wool 268

great Scott 268




