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Unit 1

A Brush with the Law
5EEN—1i5/) p2E

I . Synopsis of the Text 1R E

The author tells us his unpleasant experience of having trouble with the
law. The policemen arrested him simply because they found him wearing
long untidy hair and wandering aimlessly in the streets, and they thought he
might want to steal milk bottles from doorsteps. In fact, at that time he was
walking in the streets, and thinking of finding a temporary job to earn some
money for traveling. Finally he was set free without a criminal record
because of his ‘right accent’, his respectable, middle-class parents, his
reliable witness, and his very good solicitor. All these sound funny, but the
real purpose of this story is to expose an unfair phenomenon. It iS safe to say
that the law in their country is not fair or perfect and that not everybody is
equal before the law.

EEHRT A C ¥R ERERY — KA MR L. ?ﬁﬁﬁf&ﬁllﬂ
St — AL A Sk R, FEAT b PR AL TN A T BEAE A8 & B B0 4 B M T
®x b, MR R L, U R EE RO THSRERYE. BE BEE
R EHNEHEN" D&, WA PR, TR A RBE
MR X — VI REBAE, BEERRREHSFE ARENBNETE
RMAATHAL . BINEL2TUEEMNERERRFA AT RAEEN,
FARREREWANTE.



1. Background Knowledge of the Text ¥ 3 H FAIIR

1. The Sixties’ ‘Youth Counterculture’ 60 RN “BERELHL”

The word ‘counterculture’ was coined in the 1960's for the
attitude and life style of many young Western people who rejected
conventional social values and demanded more personal freedom. Unable
to find a more constructive way of struggling against the existing state
of affairs in their society, they indulged themselves in sex, drugs,
alcohol and rock music, and took great pride in wearing long hair and
unusual clothes. The counterculture declined in the late 1970's.

‘R AEGSA — A T 20 A2 60 AR B I RHR M B B4
BAMEESEA TR ANRFEEOHSHER BRESHITA
By TFRERDSHUFH ST RORFER, IS FHE . FH
PMRBESD, FUBEKE FHERRIIUNERE. BT 20HL 704
UG B B R A 55 AL B T TR .

2. Magistrates #1528

A magistrate is an official who acts as a judge in law courts which
deal with less serious crimes or disputes, and decide whether cases are
important enough to be passed on to higher courts.

WO E RO RN T R TR EEE W R — AR
BRRRER SN, TN ETHREEXERTFREALERXE.

=

Difficult Sentences and Detailed Interpretation
) VERE

. The whole process of being arrested and taken to court was a rather

-

unpleasant experience at the time, but it makes a good story now. (L. 1
‘~3)——— At that time, being arrested and being taken to court was
very unpleasant. However, it provides material for a good story now. #
BAEEGEASBEYRE—FER RO E HREFART —
BIRIFRIEE,

The subject of the first sentence is ‘The whole process of being



arrested and taken to court’. And ‘being’ is omitted before ‘taken’. g
PP EER BN EENEANLR", 55 taken HIE W being.

. 1 had left school a couple of months before that and was not due to go to
university until the following October. (L. 6 ~8)——1 graduated from
high school several months before February and was waiting to enter
university until the coming October. JLA AR PEHENT SHEEF
10 B4 EXR*#,

1) “That’ refers to ‘February about twelve years ago’.
‘That’ $EHIR“ X4 12 FaTey 2 A7,
2)Sentence structure;...not.,.until... 8] Bl ; H [ =xeeee Fereces
You use ‘...not...until...” to say that something does not happen before

the time or point mentioned but that it does happen then. ... not...

until... RREF IR R AT R K EHBEEWERENE ., (W 5RRBE
SRR BRI ERD

8 : The noise of the street didn’t stop until midnight. &?LB‘J%‘E H
Bl AL,

. It must have been this obvious aimlessﬁess that led to my downfail. (L.
13~14)— I'm sure that my arrest was caused "by my aimless
wandering in the streets. IEF K, —EBXF BREX H AR
RETE. ' ’

1) ‘Must + a perfect infinitive’ implies certainty at the present time

abouta strong likelihood in the past. XA KW RRM T L & £ HH

el SN, B —E", “BoR". -

£ :No one answers the phone bell. They must have already gone out. H
ERAE M- EBHET.

2)Emphatic sentence (3R J§/A) &) it be... that...

It is the dog that bit my child. BRX H AW 7T RAEF.
In this sentence, emphasis is placed on the subject ‘this obvious
aimlessness”. XA RIBHER“BREXBHH Fﬁﬁ”

.1 was just walking out of the local library, having unsuceessful sought
employment there, when I saw a man walking across the road:with the

obvious intention of talking to me. (L. 15~18)——1 was walking out of

3



the local library without finding a temporary job, and suddenly I found
a man walking across the road for the purpose of saying something to
me. REYMEABHRPER NELRKFEEHN - PAFLIEE.BR
REEHRBUE.
1Dwhen: at that time, at or during the time that 3 7E HRT %
' M‘:I was about to go out, when telephone rang. ®IE &} XA IR,
EWRT .
5. It turned out there had been a lot of petty thefts in the area,
particularly that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps. (L. 29 ~
30)—— It proved that there had been many small thefts in that
“district, especially that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps. JE X
—HWEBREEPMINGR SRS LEEFTR.
1) “That’ refers to ‘petty theft’ (=unimportant theft). “That"{§#1 &
“IINGR.
6. Given the obscure nature of the charge, I feel sure that if I had come
from a different background, and had really been unemployed, there is
_every chance that I would have been found guilty. (L. 59 ~62)—
Considering the unclear nature of the charge, I'm sure that if I had not
had respectable middle-class parents or reliable witnesses, if I couldn’t
have afforded a very good solicitor and if I had really lost my job, it is
very likely that the magistrate would have decided that I had broken the
Caw. A BRRABEHHERE  REET . MRBKE A -HEROK
EFBENRT LME R TERMER.
. The Subjunctive Mood HB#{iES
If...had+p. p...would have+p. p... X MG FRRX K HFEHM B
#1:1 would have helped you if I had known of your difficulties. B &4
AR AR B RS IR T

N. Target Words and Detailed Interpretation
E RV

1. lead to:
have as a result SEEFLER



