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PartOne Reading Texts
)Lcw Qs

EDISON’S FIRST INVENTION

= [ .
a1 {4$m1 , ot L t :
Pre-reading Tasks i

1. Thomas Edison was a famous person. You can read about him in Lesson 9, Junior Book 5 and per-
haps in other articles. Now say something about him.
1) Was he American or British?
2) When was he born?
3) At what age did he begin to work as a telegraph operator?
4) What did he become later, a teacher or a doctor or an inventor?
5) What did he invent?
6) What was his first invention?
Text ' ‘

When Thomas Edison was sixteen, he became a telegraph operator. He worked &t nights during
the day he read books and made experiments. The result was that he got very tired. Sometimes he
slept at night, and so the other operators got angry. When they sent a_message, Edison did not
answer. He was asleep. They soon found a way to make sure that he wasrgyv/gvlgag They told him to
telegraph them the letter A every hour; and in order to do this, he had to s:cay awake.

Edison did not like this at all, he needed more sleep. So he invented a gadget which sent the letter
A every hour by itself. It never, never failed. The other operators . received the letter every hour.-

They could not believe that Edison had changed his habits. One night they went quietly to his
room and looked in. He was sleeping deeply, and his gadget was sending the letter Al - o

Edison continued his experiments in New York, but he did not have much money. He invented
another instrument. This one printed by itself the messages which the telegraph received. There was
no need to have an operator to write it out. There was by chance a rich man there who was studying
the electric telegraph. As soon as he saw the new instrument. he bought it for about 8, 000 pounds.
Reading Tasks ’

2. Choose the best answer to each question:
1) Why did the other operators get angry with Edison? , 5
A. Because he was tired.

B. Because he slept at night.

C. Because he didn’t go to work. : L
D. Because he read books at night. : .

2) Why did the other operators tell him to telegraph the letter A every hour?
A. Because they wanted to make sure that he was awake.




B. Because they wanted to say sorry to him.
C. Because they wanted to punish him.
D. Because they wanted to say hello to him.
3) How did Edison send the letter A every hour?
A. He sent it himself.
B. He asked a boy to send it.
C. He invented a gadget which sent the letter A every hour by itself.
D. He borrowed a gadget which sent the letter A every hour by itself.
4) How did the other operators find out about his gadget?
A. Edison told them about it.
B. A girl told them about it.
C. One night they went quietly to his room and looked in.
D. The message sent by the gadget made a strange noise.
3. Read the text again and answer the following questions:
1) Why did Thomas Edison get very tired every day?
2) Why did the other operators go quietly to his room and look in?
3) What was another instrument he invented?
4) Who bought his new instrument?
Vocabulary Exercises
4. Find words in the text which mean about the same as:
1) a machine for sending news by wire
2) a person who works at some machine‘
3) test
4) to make up or produce for the first time
5) an object (a tool) used to help people do some work
6) a piece of news
5. Tick off the correct word:
1) He worked (in/at) night.
2) When they (sent/gave) a message, Edison didn’t answer.
3) They soon found a way to make sure that he was (awake/wake).
4) So he (invented/made) a gadget which sent the letter A every hour.
5) So the other operators (received/accepted) the letter every hour.

6. add -er, -r or -or to each word to form a new word.

1) telegraph ' 2) invent
3) receive -~ 4) work
5) read 6) believe

Follow-up Activities
7. Discuss the following questions in pairs:
1) How do you like Thomas Edison’s first invention?

2) What made Edison invent one thing after another?
2
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(Guessing the unknown words from the context)
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“Why are you weeping?” —"“I'm crying for my poor mother, ” the girl said.  ‘A]9PH crying #
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Chicken becomes rotten very quickly. It can go bad even in a refrigerator if it is left there for
more than a week.

EXAEF, rotten — iR B BRE go bad,
Exercises:
8. Read the sentences below and then decide what each underlined word means.
1) Chris looked up at the lofty statue (HEf§). It was certainly very tall.
2) “You must cure me, ” the king said to the doctor, “you must make me well before the end of the
month.”
3) Cindy’s team lost the basketball match. This made Cindy miserable. She was so unhappy that
she cried herself to sleep that evening.
4) The old landlady was a gossipy woman. She kept talking all the time.
5) Aunt Vicki is never annoyed by trifles. Things that aren’t important just don’t seem to bother
her.
6) I don’t know if the clock is accurate. Does it tell correct time?
9. Read the following short passage and then choose the best answer for each question.

Chicken becomes rotten very quickly. It can go bad in a refrigerator if it is left there for more
than a week. If you have any 1) suspicions that the meat is bad, don’t eat it. Instead, 2) inspect
it very carefully; check the smell, looks and feel. The first sign that the chicken is rotten is the
smell. If the chicken has a bad 3) odor, you should throw it out. The second sign that chickei. is
rotten is the look. If the meat is black, throw it out. The third sign is the fee! of the chicken. If
the meat is very soft, it might be rotten. 4) Discard it if it is. If only part of the chicken is bad,
remove the rotten 5) portion and keep the rest.

1) “Suspicion” means
A. doubt
B. idea
C. example
2) The word “inspect” means
A. examine carefully

B. visit



C. choose
3) “Odor” means
A. sound
B. picture
C. smell
4) The word “discard” means
A. keep
B. throw out
C. cook it again
5) “Portion” here means
A. whole
B. part
C. half



Lasson Twie

LIGHT

Pre-reading Tasks
1. Think about the following questions and talk with your partner.
1) Is light important?
2) Can we live without light?
3) Have you ever seen how light travels?
4) Do you know how fast light travels?
Text

Light travels very fast. It moves at 300, 000 kilometres a second. Light reaches us from the moon

in less than a second and a half. The moon is about 382, 000 kilometres away from us.

1

Light {from the sun reaches us in 8 2 minutes. The sun is about 149, 640, 000 kilometres from

the earth.

The other stars are farther away than the sun. Light from the nearest of the other stars reaches us
in about four years. Light from some stars takes hundreds of years to reach us. So when we look at a
star, we do not see its present conditiqn. We see it as it was long ago; perhaps hundreds or thousands
of years ago.

The sun is in a great group of stars. There are about 100, 000, 000, 000 stars in the group. We
call this group the galaxy. Outside the galaxy there is empty space; but thousands of millions of kilo-
metres away there is another galaxy. Light from this other galaxy reaches us after about 2 million
years. There are millions of these galaxies; and they appear to be rushing farther and farther away
from us. The astronomers at Mount Palomar and Mount Wilson and other observatories can see some
of them well; but they can’t see one as it is now. The light takes millions of years to arrive here; so
they see a distant galaxy as it used to be. The light left it millions of years ago. It travelled across
space and then went into an astronomer’s telescope. Perhaps no men were living when it started out.
Reading Tasks
2. Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences:

1) Light reaches us from the moon
A. in 1.7 seconds
B. in less than 1.5 seconds
C. in about 1.3 seconds
D. in less than a second
2) When you look at a star,
A. 'you can see it as it is now

B. you can see it as it was some time in the past



C. you can see it as it will be in the future
D. you can see it as it was an hour ago
3) In the galaxy,
A. there is a great many stars
B. there is the moon, the earth, the sun and a few stars
C. there is nothing
D. there are about 100 stars
4) Outside the galaxy,
A. there is one other galaxy
B. there is a star
C. there is empty space
D. there are millions of other galaxies
5) The astronomers can’t see the other galaxies as they are now because .
A. they change very fast
B. the light takes millions of years to arrive here
C. no men live there
D. they travel very fast away from us
3. Decide whether each of the following sentences is true or false:
1) Light from the sun reaches us in 7 minutes.
2) Light from the nearest star reaches us in about 4 years.
3) There are about 100, 000 stars in our galaxy.
4) There are millions of galaxies.
5) When the star light we see started to travel from a distant galaxy perhaps no men were living on
earth.
Veocabulary Exercises
4. Find words or phrases in the text which mean about the same as:
1) get to
2) a large group of stars
3) move quickly
4) a person who studies the stars
5) a place from which scientists watch the stars and other heavenly bodies
5. Circle the two words in each group which are close in meaning:
1) reach, like, make, arrive
2) fast, nice, about, quick
3) look, use, star, see
4) appear, call, star, seem
5) rush, hurry, come, go
6) start, work, go, begin

6. Add a letter to each of the following words to make a different word you can find from the text.
The first one is done for you.

6



1) ago 2) way 3) all 4) cross 5) each
6) ear 7) his 8) pace
Follow-up Activities
7. Work in groups of four and discuss the following questions:
1) Are you interested in light?
2) What do you know about light?
3) Is it possible for us to see a star as it will be in the future?

4) How would you like to work as an astronomer?



