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ENGLISH THROUGH IDIOMS

friend and | were strolling down
the street one summer Saturday
when | spied in a shop window the
most incredibly beautiful dress: all white,
flowing gossamer with a corselet of lace—a
dress meant for an angel, or a princess. “Try
it on,” said my friend, who knew | wouldn't
had | been walking alone. | tried it on, turn-
ing this way and that in front of the mirror,
gazing first at my own reflection, then look-
ing to him. He was smiling, his eyes beam-
ing approval. “I don't look silly?” | asked. “I
don't look, you know...fat?" No, | could see |
didn*. | looked ...transformed.
“Buy it,” said my friend.
“Should 1? | mean, a hundred dollars? For
a dress?”
“Buy it."
| bought it, writing out the check hurriedly,
before | had a chance fo change my mind. |
brought the dress home and hung it care-
fully in my closet. And there it remained for
more than o year before | finally summoned
up the courage to wear it fo a parly where |
knew | would be among friends. A woman |
know remembers that party. She remembers
my wearing the dress. She remembers her
husband commenting to her at one point,
“You know, Gini's really beautiful” —a com-
pliment for which she reminds me | gave all
credit to the dress. “Oh, it's the dress.” The
truth is, | wasnt quite sure what to do with
that kind of attention —wasn't quite sure what
it would do to me.
| used to think there was something
uniquely wrong with me that | should fear
looking beautiful. Now | know differently.
My friend Ellen tells me, for example, that
the reason she hasn't lost the extra 15 pounds
she carries on her hips is beause to do so
would mean “to have a body that doesn’t
feel like my body,” and she’s not ready to
surrender the security of the familiar. “An-
other friend explains that the reason she es-
chews even the most minimal use of makeup
is because” lipstick feels like grease on my
mouth. But also, | can't stand fo seem to be
anyone different from who I really am. “For
my part, | have been known to take a kind
of perverse pride in the pathetic state of my
wardrobe, telling myself that certainly | have
much more important things to do with my
time, money and energy than fuss with
clothes.
friend and | were strolling down
the street one summer Saturday
when | spied in a shop window the
most incredibly beautiful dress: all white,
flowing gossamer with a corselet of lace—a
dress meant for an angel, or a princess. “Try
it on,” said my friend, who knew | wouldn'’t
had | been walking alone. | tried it on, turn-
ing this way and that in front of the mirror,
gozing first at my own reflection, then look-
ing to him. He was smiling, his eyes beam-
ing approval. “I don't look silly?” | asked. “I
don't look, you know...fat?” No, | could see |
didn't. | looked ...transformed.
“Buy it,” said my friend.
“Should 1? | mean, a hundred dollars? For
a dress?”
“Buy it.”
| bought it, writing out the check hurriedly,
before | had a chance to change my mind. |
brought the dress home and hung it care-
fully in my closet. And there it remained for
more than a year before | finally summoned
up the courage to wear it to a party where |
knew | would be among friends. A woman |
know remembers that party. She remembers
my wearing the dress. She remembers her
husband commenting to her at one point,
“You know, Gini’s really beautiful” —a com-
pliment for which she reminds me | gave all
credit to the dress. “Obh, it's the dress.” The
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truth is, | wasn't quite sure what to do with
that kind of attention —wasn't quite sure what
it would do to me.

| used to think there was something
uniquely wrong with me that | should fear
looking beautiful. Now | know differently.
My friend Ellen tells me, for example, that
the reason she hasn't lost the exira 15 pounds
she carries on her hips is beause to do so
would mean “to have a body that doesn’t
feel like my body,” and she’s not ready to
surrender the security of the familiar. “An-
other friend explains that the reason she es-
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makeup is because” L

lipstick feels like grease on my mouth. But

also, | can't stand to seem fo be anyone dif-
ferent from who | really am. “For my part, |
have been known to take a kind of perverse
pride in the pathetic state of my wardrobe,
telling myself thot certainly | have much more
important things to do with my time, money
and energy than fuss with clothes.

How overwhelming those fears seemed
to me af the time. How wonderful to look
back and realize how many | have outgrown.
My fear, for example, of being approached
by strangers, or of attracting a certain kind
of unwanted male at-
@ tention. It's

d- when

sional or social circumstances have required
that | make myself somehow more ivisible
than | othe e would. And, although |
wouldn't have said so at the time, I'm glad
now that it happened. Because it forced me
fo learn how to handle such situations. Taught
me that, in fact, | could handle them —that |
was no more fragile, and often a good deal
less fragile, than the very people with whom

d a
black “But, you know if | did wear black,”
and here she starts laughing, “probably, no
one would even notice.”

Probably not. And perhaps that, after all,
is what we truly fear. Not that we will be
punished in some way should we dare to be
beautiful, but that we won't. Not that we will
end up feeling bad about ourselves, but that
we will feel good. And maybe we're not so
sure we can handle feeling good about our-
selves. Maybe we're not so sure we deserve

it
() shying away from is any
direct experience of our own
power. As another friend says, “A lot of
women think that if they are intelligent, they
can't be beautiful - that they can’t be both.
But why not both? Intelligence and beauty?
That's what | call real power. “But women
are not accustomed to handling that kind of
power. So, rather than go about the tricky
business of learning to handle it, we choose,
instead, either consciously or unconsciously,
to deny it, to suppress it, o give it away—
dreaming, instead, of the someday when we
will be ready to claim it, until we suddenly
wake up and realize just how quickly
somedays turn into yesterdays. (continued on
page 326)

How overwhelming those fears seemed
to me ot the time. How wonderful fo look
back and realize how many | have outgrown.
My fear, for example, of being approached
by strangers, or of aftracting a certain kind
of unwanted male attention. It's happened —
when I've worn the white dress, or when pro-
fessional or social circumstances have re-
quired that | make myself somehow more
ivisible than | otherwise would. And, although
| wouldn't have said so at the time, I'm glad
now that it happened. Because it forced me
to learn how to handle such situations. Taught
me that, in fact, | could handle them —that |
was no more fragile, and often a good deal
less fragile, than the very people with whom
I had feared coming in contact.

And there is a wonderful relief in that—
the realization that one is, after all, not so
very different from other human beings: nei-
ther all that much worse, nor all that much
better. It embarrasses me now that | once
worried about arousing resentment and jeal-
ousy in other women. What monumental in-
security? What monumental conceit? As a
friend says of the inhibitions inculcated in
her as o child against wearing the color
black. “But, you know, if | did wear black,”
and here she starts laughing, “probably, no
one would even notice.”

Probably not. And perhaps that, after all,
is what we truly fear. Not that we will be
punished in some way should we dare to be
beautiful, but that we won't. Not that we will
end up feeling bad about ourselves, but that
we will feel good. And maybe we're not so
sure we can handle feeling good about our-
selves. Maybe we're not so sure we deserve

it.
O shying away from is any
direct experience of our own
power. As another friend says, “A lot of
women think that if they are intelligent, they
can't be beautiful - that they can't be both.
But why not both? Intelligence and beauty?
That's what | call real power. “But women
are not accustomed to handling that kind of
power. So, rather than go about the tricky
business of learning to handle it, we choose,
instead, either consciously or unconsciously,
to deny it, to suppress it, fo give it away—
dreaming, instead, of the someday when we
will be ready to claim it, until we suddenly
wake up and realize |ui| how qu::kly
days turn into y ion

r maybe what we are really

r maybe what we are really

I've worn the white dress, or when profes-
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[ a cup of

U0 a few

L] after school
00 a kind [sort] of
0 a little

{71 all day [night] (long)
(T all right

0 a lot of

(7 apart from

U0 a piece of

] arrive at [in]
0O as ... as possible
00 as soon as

L] at home

U] at last

U at once

(IO at school

(I at (the) table
(1] away from

?
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) be careful of
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P Part 1 sEUTME LRI 7

() #2LER, Lt SHEEAANZREZ, (EXELP.16)

LR TR Z 8.

Suan used a of sugar.
2.l - IR, T ZIRHERE T .
He fell asleep as as he went to bed.

3 izt g
You should go at
4. U AT A R
Let’s have a of tea.
5. wigndk R
Please give me a of cake.
6. U2 4 RIZ -
New York is far away Tokyo.
7. 4047 HEIA.
He has a friends.
8. Al T2 B
They had a hope.
9. fil /LT REHLE K.
He ran as fast as

10. B Ttk b, &M AE S B

Apart the cost, the hat doesn’t suit me.
1. & TR T '
At he succeeded.

12 6L A1 kBT

Coal is a of stone.
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] be close to

U be famous for
L] be filled with
00 be full of

(U be glad to do
U0 be going to do
U0 be late for

(IO be pleased to do
()0 both A and B

O bring A to B

(] bring about

00 build up

U burn down

OO by airplane

(O by mail [airmail}
OO by (tele)phone
U] by the way

2
7
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(1 call at

00 call on

00 clear up

3 come (a)round
U0 come back
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L R T

Christmas will come _ very soon.

TR AR A 25 1) T R PR AR A ey 2

Would you send this letter by ____ ?

CARWIAGE L b

I can call her tomorrow.

AN RAR FET

Our school is very close the station.

CBER AR IR E

Mary was late school today.

R BRI R K.

Gambling about his ruin.

AL 6 S INDR

He will come after six.

- ) 1B IR T R

Her room was filled dolls.

- BBARIR Y R A SR A

She was to accept his proposal.
10. 745 4 HUNE BB
That building burned last night.
SEAN M Ty VAR AR K 4
The place is famous its scenic beauty.

** proposal (pre'pauzl) n. K scenic ('sinik) adj. K 5
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{RIAB T GIIX XSRS ?
[JJ come by LT, #8id
0 come down MK BER
0 come in Bl A
(00 come into B AN (gFT. RS
(0] come out B
(JCJ come over B Uikl kA
0O come to B k-
(OO come up (to) B ik
%
D
(00 depend on [upon] B K
Z
1 F
OO far from Byl
0O for long WA (=for a long time)
00O from door to door Bl #Hxps
0O from morning till MR F
[to] night
0O from the beginning WAl FEh
Z
G
00O get at [in] 7BV
0 get on Bl ffh
00 get to e HF



Part 1 RUTHCHE

U AFER, RELHFEAANZHE, (EXLP.16)

1Al A BB DA
He is a man to be depended
PR VA B S I 7 o o
When the bus came, she got
3. Al AT FAE
He came my private room.
4. BHEAAZEIFRA .
The family won’t be away for

5. AT AA LB AR

They worked from morning night.
6. WK N Ffeséeidix L.
I'll come tomorrow afternoon.
7. BEIA 10 ETT.
The sum came ten dollars.
8. MMH 2 &R HAZ.
My home town isn’t far Tokyo.
9. “HEA, " MWK K.
“Come ,” said Mrs. Brown.
10. B AE K 1 -
He came from London to see me.
11 AU & N ARSIt B K
Tom got up and came to the kitchen.

12, JHA B RIER

[ can’t get the ceiling.
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0O get up

0T get well

0 go after

00 go away

I go back

U go by

00 go down

01 go for

() go for a walk
00 go in

OO go into

00 good luck
(1 go out

IO go (a) round
U go through
(1 go to bed
0 go up

Ul grow up

'7
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[ had better
0O have school
O hear from
LIT hear of
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