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PREFACE

A
I always enjoy reading poems and viewing paintings and try to find aomething picturesque in a poem,or something poetic in a

painting.Indeed,Mother Nature is full of wonders.Be it the orchid in spring,the chrysanthemum in autumn,the bright moon in summer,
or the white snow in winter,each has a charm of its own.And in the eye of an aritst,the multi-hued clouds at sunset,a puddle of clear
water,a wisp of mountain breeze,the rocks in a stream,even the grass by a small creek,are all the wonderful works of art by Mother
Nature.As Su Shi,the great poet of Song Dynasty,wrote in his «On Wang Wei’s “The Misty Rain Scene of Lan Tian’»:“There is painting
in his poems,and poetry in his paintings.”I have the same feeling when viewing Mr. Liu Yi’s paintings,and may be that is the reason
why I admire his paintings so much.

The ancient art of traditional Chinese painting always lays great emphasis on the general composition as well as on the detail
drawing,especially on artistic or poetic atmosphere of a painting.I think that is what makes Mr. Liu Yi’s paintings read like poetry. Mr.
Liu is well versed both in Chinese poetry and traditional drama,therefore he has caught the essence of traditional Chinese art,thus
being able to paint what he feels.What’s more,he has also studied Western paintings for decades,so he is also able to assimilate the
Chinese and the western,the ancient and the modern,the refined and the popular art selectively and discriminately,and combine the art
of traditional Chinese paintings with that of western oil paintings,the fine brush work with freehand brush work,and the hard
clear-cut lines of etchings with the soft beauty of gouaches,thus opening a new world to us.

As an old friend of Mr.Liu Yi, I see him as an artist,who,as shown by his works,is always in persuit of the lofty,sacred and
beautiful With the recent trend of commercialism,more and more artists are becoming money grabbers,yet there still remain some
committed artists who, like Mr.Liu 'Yi, devote themselves solely to their art.So to show my admiration for him,allow me to quote the

words of Wang Anshi,the celebrated reformist statesman of Song Dynasty:“Not all that were painted are truly beautiful. What is more

difficult to portray is a man’s spiritual world"as a mere apology for laudatory on Mr.Liu Yi the man and the artist.
Guo Qihong in Liu Bu Kou of Beijing 18.Nov 1991
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Hall of Preserving Harmony, Palace Museum
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A Corner of Three Great Halls, Palace Muse




N=EeR Imperial Garden, Palace Museum
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Jade Islet Spring Shade, Beihai Park




Small Western Paradise, Beihai Park
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Water Pavilion, Zhongshan Park
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Temple of Old Man Under the Moon,
Yuetan Park (Temple of Moon)
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Bank of Shisha Lake
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Autumn in Taoranting

(Joyous Pavilion) Park
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Misty Rain Pavilion, Taoranting

(Joyous Pavilion) Park

Yaotai Tea House, Taoranting

(Joyous Pavilion) Park




[@%‘%ﬁ§ Rose Garden, Taoranting (Joyous Pavilion) Park
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Frank-minded Pavilion, Taoranting

(Joyous Pavilion) Park
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Ancient Pine Trees, Tiantan

Park (Temple of Heaven)
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KIBICEH  Sevenstar Rock, Tiantan Park (Temple of Heaven)
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