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Xia Yong ( Ton@ren), was born in 1961 in Jingzou, Hubei
Province. In 1978, he was admitted by the Southwest University of
Politics and Law in Chengding City as an undergraduate student. Af-
ter graduation, he stayed in the University as an assistant professor
and, in 1986, was awarded a master's deQree in legal history. In
1992, he graduated from Beiiing University with a doctor’s degree in
jurisprudence . Between 1995 and 1997, he visited Harvard University
as a visiting scholar and a post— doctoral research fellow. His current
positions include: Professor of taw, Doctoral Advisor and Dean of the
Law Facuity, the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences; Director of the Center for Public Law Studies , Chinese A-
cademy of Social Sciences, and Editor — in — chief of Journal Global
Law Review. His main books, apart from this one, include Towuards an
Age of Rights : Studies on the Development of Civil Rights in China (edi-
tor — in — chief, 1995, revision 1999) and Public Law Review of

China, (vol. 1, 1999; vol. 1, 2000, editor — in — chief); His main



translated works include Law and Rewlution: Formation of Western
Legal Tradition (by Harold Berman, co — translator, 1992) and
Human Rights and Human Diversity: An Essay in the Philosophy of
Human Rights (by A. J. M. Milne, co — translator, 1993); and his
main articles include Tentative Probe into the Freedom of the Press in
Western Countries: Also on the Ideal of Freedom and legal Order
(1988), Rights and Virtue (1997 ), Historical Development of
Jurisprudence in China (1998) and What is the Rule of Law: Sources,
Norms and Values (1999). He was among the first “Ten Outstanding

Young and Middle — aged Jurists in China”, awarded by China Law
Society in 1995.
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iAbout the Book :
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This book explores human rights theories from social and cultural
perspectives and demonstrates strongly a typical Chinese discourse
of rights philosophy. The first three parts of the book expound the
history of formation and growth of human rights concepts and put for-
ward many original ideas on such important issues as the connota-
tions of human rights concept, the origins, the basis, the elements
and the development of rights, the logic structure of human rights
thinking, theoretical debates on rights, the experiences relating to the
reform of rights institutions in modern time, and the nature, the main
elements and the contradictions of modern human rights concepts.
The last part of the book explains the values and the origins of human
rights , conducts in — depth comparative study on the relationship be-
tween Chinese tradition and human rights, and puts forward the idea
of reforming and governing the existing human rights concepts with
the spirit of harmony. The four articles in the Appendix deal with, re-
spectively, the origins and the basis of Marxist human rights con-

cepts, the moral foundation of human rights, Milne’s concept of mini-



mum human rights, and the dissemination of human rights concept in
China and the problems encountered in this process. The author ad-
vocates the establishment and development of Chinese human rights
theories and institutions. The book, both rich in theoretical contents
and concise, is suitable for readers from all walks of life.

Since its first edition was published in June 1992, the book has
been reprinted 5 times and it was partially revised in 1993. It won the
National Prize for Excellent Books in 1994 and the First Prize for Ex-
cellent Academic Works by Young and Middle — aged Scholars of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1995. Some parts of the
book have been translated into English, German, Japanese and Ko-
rean and published in several foreign countries. In this new edition,
the author, apart from comprehensively revising the original text of
the book, has added to it one newly written paper , one postscript for
the revised edition, a selection of papers translated from English and

Japanese, an index of important contents of the book and an index of

the names of important persons.
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