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1. WILHELM PIECK:
" By Philip Bolsover

In the German Democratic Republic. tuday a silver-
haired,® smiling workman® celebrates his 80th birthday,
happy in the knowledge that the dearest dream of his life
is coming true.¢

One calls him a workman because, though he has reach-
éd the highest office in the laﬁd, he remains what he

. was®— a typical member of the German working class.

Wilhelm Pieck, the cabinet-maker who became Presi-
dent, may well look back this day to that moment in 1895 .
when he joined the Social Democratic Party.®

. He wanted the working people to run Germany: he
wanted the end of a system that brought misery, exploita-
tion—and often death—to pecple everywhere.

Now, 60 years later, Wilhelm Pieck sees that in a large
part of Germany the goal is in 'sight:? the dream that
shimmered in his imagination for so many years now turns
to reality® before his eyes.

No wonder Pieck smiles® — and his smile is famous in
Germany. : .

For not only does he see hlb dream come true; he also

. knows that he has done as much as any man—and more

than most—to make it-a reahty for himself and millions
of others.1¢

. * * *

He was born, this working-class president, in the little
town of Guben, the son of a carter and a washerwoman.
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At the age of* 14 he was apprenticed to'* a cabinet maker,
and after completing his apprenticeship he tramped Germany
looking for work.

" At 18 he entered the Woodworkers’ Union, of which
he is still a member 62 years later. And at 19 he joined
the Social Democrats. o

He wasted no time as a trade unionist and a Socialist,
for a year later he was urging fellow workers to support
a May Day demonstration — and being sacked for his
“efforts.

The mnext few years were, in f'Lct a succession of such
episodes; a prominent. piece of activity—and the sack. A
new job—for he was a good workman—a new eplsode and
the sack.

Eventually, he settled in Bremen where, in 1905, he
was elected to the Parliament of that Free City as a Sccial
Democrat. After a period as secretary of the Bremen Social
Democratic Party he moved to Berlin as deputy chlef of
the Central School of the party.

Here was one of the vital episodes of his life, for he
became a friend of Rosa Luxemburg®® and Karl Lieb-
knecht,* leaders of the resistance to the Prussian policy of-
aggression. '

When the 1914 war began Karl Liebknecht, leader,
with Rosa Luxemburg, of the Left in the German workers’
movement, .was the only member of the Reichstag who
voted against war credits. For the Right Wing failed the
workers'® and supported the Kaiser’s war.

But Pieck was with Liebknecht. He made p0351ble the
distribution and printing of Liebknecht’s illegal anti-war '
‘paper.’® He did more than that; he organised in Berlin Ger-
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many’s first anti-war demonstration — on May 28, 1915.
That brought him a jail sentence, conscription into the

"~ army, more anti-war work in the army ltself a transfer
_into a punishment company.}?

But he was not a man to be intimidated. He deserted,
made contact with the Spartacus group,*® which later
became the Communist Party, and, with his son Arthur,
undertook the perilous job of producing a revolutxonary -

paper for distribution among German soldiers.

The paper was produced in Amsterdam. Time after |
time® Pieck carried great bundles of the paper across the
frontier until in 1918 the end of the war and of the
monarchy drew near.

Then back to Berlin to. organise the great general

strikes that forced the abdication of the Kaiser.

The situation in Germany, with the establishment of
a Republic and the rise of-an invigorated revolutionary

movement, cailed for™® the establishment of a strong, disci-

plined workers’ party.

The Party was formed—the Commumst Pa.rty, with a
central committee that included Pieck, Liebknecht and
Luxemburg. It stood for?! Socialism -— and it incurred the
hatred of the Right Wing leaders of the Social Democratic
Party, then in power®? as a provisional government.2?

That hatred had terrible results. It led to the murder,
in January 1919, of Liebkmecht and Luxemburg by officers

“of the old imperial army, who raided the house where the

two leaders were living.

Pieck, seized by the same officers, escaped only because
he was not recognised and had a false passport. Arrested
again in 1919 on a charge of high treason,?* he again escaped.
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. By 1920 the.Communisi' Party, rapidly gaining strength,

had 31 members in the Prussian Provincial Parliament.2f’

Pieck was one of them. He remained in the Prussian

- Parliament, and later the Reichstag, until 1933, when

Hitler overthrew the Weimar Republic.?®
Pieck was among those members of the Communist

‘Party who escaped the Nazi axe and continued from abroad

to fight against fascism.
With the end of the war he returned to reorganise the

Communist Party with the handful of veterans who had

survived. Ernst Thaelmann,?” leader of the Party, had
been murdered after 11 years of imprisonment; the
burden of leadership fell on Pieck.

In April 1946 the unity of the working class in East
Germany was achieved with the merging of the Social

Democratic Party and the Communist Party into the new

Socialist Unity Party.?®
Pieck and Otto Grotewohl,? the Social Democratxc

leader, became joint chairmen.

* * *

Then began the great tasks of moving toward the

Socialist State — the nationalisation of factories, the handing
of the great estates to the peasants, the new social

- Ser VICGS

It was a testing time for a man who was now over
70. But Pieck was smiling. The dream was coming true.

When the Gérman Democratic Republic was founded

in 1949 the vote for Wilhelm Pieck as President was unani-
mous. Ile had won it by a record unsurpassed in faithful-
ness to the'working class — a record that has gained him
.esteem far beyond the frontiers of his own éountry.
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That esteem’ is shared by the working people of lands
against which Germany committed territle acts of aggres-
sion. Of few German political leaders can this be said, for
the memory and the menace are with us still,

All the more honour, then, to this German?®® who never
raised his hand against the people of any country, but on
the contrary used it most powerfully, fearlessly and trium-
phantly against those in his own country who oppressed
their own people and attacked those of other countries.: ,

So greetings to Wilhelm Pieck.®* May that hand long
be powerful, that smile alwa s unshadowed.8?

Vocabulty

resistance [ri'zistens] n. [ #t
aggression [o'grefon) n. JEif

offige ['ofis] n. . H{ir
typical ["tipik]] a. J iy
cabinet-maker [’kaeblmt-’muks] ”. Left [left] n. £¥: £

BHEIR; %#RIE . Reichstag [/raiksta:g] . (]H I
ran (ranj v, 5. & £ 9578; R . Ha .
shimmer T/fims] v.i. P& %k vote [vout] v, i. & & ;Etg
iinagination [i,madzi/neifon] ». 48 credit ['kredit] n. {&#

9 B distribution [.distri’bjur fan] n. R

carter ['ka:ts] n. ML A

washerwoman [/wofowumen] #. 7

apprenticeship [o'prentisfip] . %
1

tramp [tremp] v. i. & 1. £

demonstration [;demens’treifon] ».
R

sack [s®k] v. t. fR{E: ¥y .

episode ['episoud] =». #figh; ik

prominent [’proxmnent] a. B#EH;
B

parliament ['pa:loment] n. X4
R& :

o

17
illegal [i'lizgal] a.
jail [dzeil] ». Wik
sentence ['sentens] ». & v, Mk
conscription I’kans’knpfon] n. il 5
intimidate [in'timideit] v. 1. gy
desert [di‘zait] v.t. & 1. Ped; deig
Asthur ['a:05] n. T
perilous ['periles] u. fupafy
~Amsterdam ['emsto’dem] n. ity
S4B 223217 41)
frontier {frantis] »n. jyR
bundle ['bandl] n. #f, &
modarchy ['monski] n. ‘Fzjxik
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_strike [straik) ». BRI -
abdication [,&bdi’keifen] n. B
Kaiser ['kaize] n. #2
sitnation [;sitju’eifen] n. Fd: -
establishment [is’tzblifment] ».
L "
invigorate [in/vigereit] v. #. FE#
W Bt a
disciplined ['disipdiad] a. 4%&&#3
committee [ko/miti] n. HHAE
incur [ixi'ke:] v. t. Bl
provisional [pre/vizenal] a. Wil )

Nazi {fndstsi] n. W8 .
fascism [faefizm] n. WEHEX
handful [Thendful] n. 4%
ve‘eran ['vetsran] n. EME
survive [so'vaiv] v. . JEH
imprisonment [im'priznment] x.

AR, Wik

nationalisation [,nzfenslai’zeifon]

. AL
estate [is'teit] n. ™ -
unanimous [ju/nznimas] a. —HY

murder ['ms:da) #.
.imperial [im/'piorial] a.
passport [/pa:sport] n. HFHR

s.
workman who smiles.

4. The dearest dream of his life 1s commg true = The dearest dream
of his life is ‘really happening. =

‘5. "He remains what he was— jt4b what he was R ATMMNA, {’g{g}; he
{)3h3E. remains RMAFF, {F “continues to be” M. WRIFTHIE
BR. 48, BEREERMIEETEAHE

6. the Social Democratic Party #&RER. ~

7. in sight' £E.

8. turns to reality .ZBpRREE.

9, No. wonder Pieck smiles =— No wonder f It is no wonder that l
E’}élﬁﬂ'éﬁ M3 -Pieck smiles, and no wonder AR '
Rk : '

8 . . ‘
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- unsurpassed ['anso:/pa:st] a. AH[
¥FHEH esteem [is’tizm,
menace ['menos] n. KM

Notes

. Wilhelm Pleck gl 3 (1876—1960), #EHEREXME (The German

Democratic Republic) #& 4L, Iﬁ%#i’ﬂixgrﬁz’ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ&ﬂ)%& EEIA
B kR S, i@@ﬁi—‘ﬁtt whREASE. AMRRT 195 £1 A3 A,
silver-haired- R + &A@ + ed, MREATEH. : the “White-
Haired Girl” “HE4" XXEAREFALATHEA @ahlh) HERR
38 nnﬁ&ﬁé%ﬁ AR IE. ' ' -

smiling workman——-smﬂmg ;@Eﬁﬂ:_})?}, {g workman"fyEEE, %ﬂ" a

es'tirm] ». ®E
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to make it a reality for himself and millions of others. g4 a

reality ... others & it #93pGE, 355 it KR to make MFAZE.

at the age of... #£...%. #u: He graduated af the age of eighteen. (4

T A HA.) What is his age? = How old is he? {4 B E4E?)

phAt age EfE “WR7S“ER”, “EBEAT HA” “KRE” BH W

His nmdeas ate against the spirit"of the age. (fufy BRBERN (Xik.)

What'’s the age of that old palace? (HIHEREEDENRT?)

the strength of youth and the wisdom of age. (F4ERHBMEEAN
BE) '

It has beea ages since we met. (FAREFBRAET.)

Chairman Mao’s poems will be read through ages (FEXRARAR ;k
TR ‘

to be apprenticed to... $4(M)...24%%. . He was apprmtwed to a

blacksmith. (f#A8k[EY245E.) :

Rosa Luxemburg B S (1871—1919), EEMP 2T AEHHEAE.

BERSRERRF_ERNERARAZ— BEAXAFENREAZ—.

Karl Liebknecht /R-2Z= b % ReE (1871 —1919). E L™= 8IZR A 2~

For the Right Wing failed the workers.... RAERZATERTA...

He made possible the distribution and printing of liebknecht’s illegal

anti-war paper:- jkh possible & the distribution and printing... g4k

5, FIff possible # the distribution and printing... 5% made fy% &
g5,

pumshment company 9}&"5\

the ‘%partacus group ¥FEi wEEH.

time after time %K.

called for HE.

stood for f{%. - -

then in power 4ftpyHh k. ’

provisional government W5k} 5% #F.

on a charge of high treason .FRERBLZT.

the, Prussian Provincial Parliament 4% #%. )

Weimar Republic S ILRE, F 1919 4 (R B MDHHRL WRFIEERY

A, ~ .

Ernst Thaelmann Bi#ii%-&/RE (1886— 1944) EEAERT ANE S

® NMRBENCRERBASIR-. 1933 FERFEHEEEMN. 1944 58

&. -

the Socialist Unity Party #—iit4&

Otto Grotewoh! Wit - ik BitiR (1894—- ), MEERL #ﬂ@,@.g (1949\
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30. All the more honour, then, to this German,..=All the more honour,

‘then, we should render to this German.....
31. So greetings to Wilhelm Pxeck So we send our greetings to

© Wilhelm Pieck.

32. May that hand long be powerful, that smile always unshadowed. # °

may be fy may #IEUYHEFSEEXBHMBRPER. smile FE%
be, #;1: May the sun of peace always be over your great country

2. HARRY POLLITT?

By William Gallacher®

My heart is heavy as® I write. My comrade — the
dearest of them all¥ — has ended his long and valiant
,bafﬂe for the Communrisi Party and the woerg class,
and now lics quietly at rest.t

It is hard to believe that I will never more see him
or hear his cheerful voice.® »

So long we worked together for the same great
Cause — the end of exploitation of man by man, the end
of robber capitalism, and for a Socialist Britain.

_ Mighty service he gave for ihat,” and what he accom-
plished will still gmde the workers toward that mevrcable
goal.

Changes are manifesting themselves in the ranks of

the organised workers® as a consequence of his unswerving
leadership, even though many of those participating in?
these changes may nat be too willing to give the oredit
where it belongs. ,

From his earliest days in the movement he was eager,
energetic and clear-headed in his desire to win his work-
mates, and the working class as a whole,?® for the battle
against capitalism and the lackeys of capxtalism in the
ranks of our own Labour movement,
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When the Communist Party was formed it was made
up of** a mixture of good Marxists, sectarian «Marxists,”
and not a few!? opportunists. With such a combination it
was not easy (o make progress.’®

On the contrary, the young pa,rty showed early signs
of detenoratmn : i

The éexecutive,** seviously perturbed,'® decided to ap-
point a commission with instructions to make a thorough
examinailion of the Party organisation, the Party leader-
ship and the Party finance.X

Th«ge‘e comrades, outside of the executive, were ap-
pointed to carry out this task — R. Palme Dutt, V7 Harry
Inkpin and a young trade union comrade, Harry Pollitt.

That was his first introduction to the leadership of
the Party. Under this leadership the Communist Party
‘made slow, but steady progress,

Harry had the great advantage of being very close to
the organised workers — as his a:ttendance, and speeches
at Trades Union Congressi® amply demonstrated. '

A confirmed Marxist, he could present his arguments

in a way that any worker could understand.®

His powerful oratory has been recognised evem by
those who had reason to fear him. - :

But even more important was the political guldance"’
he gave to the Party and the working class.

.The pamphlets he wrote, the documents he prepared,
all?! make up a history of the development of the Labour
movemont here in Britain, jts relationship to the inter-
national workmg class and to struggling Colomal amd semi-

Colomal peoples.
1w



All this labour, on platform and in Press, carried on
at almost white heat over many years, is now begmmng
to show a rich harvest.

The opposition  to the H-bombs and the American
bases, resistance to the attempts to get rid of?* Clause 4,
cannot be truly appreciated apart from the steady political
leadership of our comrade Harry Pollitt.

He was writing, speaking, persuading and guiding our

Labour movement when all others seemed to be against

us.
And who can judge of the fight against those who
want to get Socialism out of the. constitution of the
Labour Party without takirg into account®® that grand
political treatise - “The British Road to Socialism” -- inte
which he put so much of his clear, workingelass thought?

Yes, it was the saving of the Party when he took a
foremost part? in its leadership followmg the comm:ission’s
report in 1923. . :

In 1925 the Party headquarteis were raided and 12
Party leaders were arrested and put on trial for sediiion2s
. — the <¢sedition” being the publication of pamphlets
which had been on sale- from the fonnatlon of the
Party.

Thls, of course, was part of the preparatlons of the
Government for the peuding attack on the miners.

"Harry Pollitt was one of the 12 who, at the Old
" Bailey, speakitg in his own defence, made a magnificent
statement on behalf of?6 the Party and of Marxism.

His eloquence was wasted on a hard-faced judge®” and -

a loaded jury,2® but most -certainly not wasted when it
got, in pamphlet form, to the lads in the workshops. .

12
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Twelve months he got,® along with four others —
seven got six months — with the offer of an acquittal if
they. would leave the Party; a really shocking attempt at
political and legal bribery on the part of the judge.®

In prison Harry’s natural high spirits and - his hearty °
sense of humour stood him in goad stead.3! '

To see him at the cutting table (for mail-bag cloth)
with Wal Hanningtoh and Albert Inkpin, gave you a feel-
ing that all was well with the world, and that even in -
prison we were stimulating the movemernt outside.

True,®> when the General Strike®® was called and,
after its betrayal, the miners were left to carry on the
bitter struggle alone,® he and the others wished above-all

.else to be out in the forefront of the struggle. .

I have been with him in prison. I have been with him

" through maay years at Party headquarters and I have
"been with him at international gatherings of all kinds.,

Always he was a happy, hearty comrade, ready to
battle for his political beliefs at all times — yet, when
the battle was.over, a genial comrade who could make
himself at home in any party or working-class com-
pany.% - , ‘

"~ All who knew Harry admired- the buman, comradely
side of his character. But many of them tried to dissociate
his wide humanity from his dearly held political convic- -
tions. This is an old game with the lackeys of capitalism,
particularly in the yellow Press. ’

But our great comrade will be remembered as a great

Communist, whose humanity blossomed in the ranks of

the Communist Party and in his long and close association
with leaders of Communism in the lands of Socialism.3¢
His servioe to Socialism will continue to inspire -all

S . L o ) 13



exploited and oppressed peoples for the greaf final battle

that will end for ever the greed for profit and ever more

profit, and the menace of ‘war it brings in its train.”
For this our comrade gave a tifetime of devoted

service.

‘We who are left, evén as we mourn his passing, must
pledge ourselves to carry his life’s-message to the workers

" and to Colonial peoples.

In the work of the Communist Party, Harry Polhtt

will go on liviug and teaching till the dawn of a bnghter ~
and better day.
L 4
Vocabulary
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