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In the Beginning

This was a very long time ago — perhaps
a million years ago.

Two tribes lived in a very .big country.’
One tribe lived in the north, and one tribe
lived in the south. These tribes never met. The
land between them was jungle* and swamps’.
The men of the two tribes never went into the
dark jungle, and they never went over the deep
swamps.*

The people of the south found fruit’ and
nuts® on the trees. They took seeds’ of grass
and ground® them. They ground them between
two stones and made flour’. They made bread
from the flour. They took eggé from hens and

1. Two tribes lived ... country. FE—AJE/ HApHRE, =B
HEHIEBE, tribe n. P& country n. %, sy,

2. jungle ['dzangl] n. MAkk, Hhk, 3. swamp ['swomp] n.

mE, 4. The men of the two tribes ... the deep swamps.
FABAEATMAKR B Z A BIABRIE 4, AR IR IR IR
HiE, go over EFFH 8%k, 5. fruit [fru:] =. KR,
6. nut » 'REEnHAK.EF), 7. seed n. FF, 8. grind
[graind] (ground [graund], ground) »t. F& (&), B @),

9, flour ['flaus] n. TW#HY, .



milk from cows. They kept the hens and cows
with them, so they got eggs and milk easily.

They kept some seeds and put them in the
ground. Grass grew from the seeds. This grass
had big seeds. They called it corn'. They built
huts® near their corn ficlds and made a village.
They planted?® trees near the huts, and they got
fruit and nuts easily from them.

This was the home of the people of the south.

This was their home. At night they told
stories and sang songs.

1. corn [ko:nl n. &8, 2. hutn. /R, 3. plant
(plamnt} of. FHr, #EH,



The people of the north did not have corn.
They did not have bread or eggs or milk. They
killed animals. They were good hunters'.

They followed the deer’ and ran very fast.
Some deer did not run very fast. The hunters
killed those. Then they ate them.

The people of the north did not have homes.

These people did not have homes. They
made nests’, like birds, but the nests were not in
the trees. Thev were on the ground, in the long
grass. They slept in these nests at night. They
did not tell stories. They did not sing songs.

1. hunter ['hanta] n. 3% A, 2. deer [dis] n. (¥, E¥
D B 3. nest n. M, &,
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The tribes lived like this for a very long
time—for thousands of years. Day followed
night. Summer followed winter. Year followed
year.! The people of the south and the people
of the north learned new things..

The people in the south made tools from
stones.”? They made knives and hammers out
of stone.’ They made stone wheels, and they
ground corn into flour with the wheeis.' They
made pots’. They baked® the pots in fires, and
then the pots were strong and held water. They
made ovens’ and baked bread.

The people in the north did not have any
tools. They killed the deer with their hands.
They ate them and left the bones. One day a
man looked at the leg bone of a deer. He hit

1. Day followed night. Summer followed winter. Year
followed year. BIX#A ., #FHE, FEE, 2. The people
... made tools from stones. g5 ARLGLKE T H, make ..
from g B oo, Feeoee % S EI I e e . tool n. TH,%H,
3. They made ... out of stone. {1 k4l 7] fni% 7, hammer
['hemo] n. % make ... out of fJ .-t HEH e o 4. ..

they ground corn into ... the wheels. .o 1| AR B
BAHE R, grind ... into .- ;37 ARTRED R 5. pot n.

i, %, 6. bake vt. 4%, 4%, 7. oven ['avn] n. %1, %t
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things with it. He thought: “This bone makes
my arm strong.” He went with the hunters and
he took the bone with him. He hit a deer on
the head and the deer fell. The hunters of the
tribe took bones. They hit deer with them, and
the deer fell. The hunters called them killing
clubs'.

The world changed. Summers grew cold,
and winters grew very cold. There was ice on
the rivers, and there were mountains of ice in
the sea.Cold winds came from these ice moun-
tains.? Some animals died. Some moved to the
south. They looked for warm weather and food.

The jungles died. The swamps changed.
The people of the north followed the animals
to the south. They took their killing clubs
with them.

A boy called Dom lived in the northern
tribe.® He was tall and strong. He ran very
fast in the hunt*. He ran like the men. He

1. killing club 38, club n. 4, #, 2, Cold winds came
from these ice mountains. ¢ RUA s ilimk s . 3. A boy called
Dom ... tribe. dbH&F b AW YW HE. Dom (AR,
4, hunt n. & vt T3,



had a long killing club. He rubbed' it with
sand. He rubbed it for a long time and made
it white. It was bright in the sunlight’. Dom
used it in the hunt and killed a deer with it.

In the south the corn did not grow well.
The people worked and worked, but they were
cold. The cold winds cut them. They made
clothes and put them on their bodies. They
built huts with thick walls.

A girl called Va lived with the southern

4 girl called Va lived with the southern tribe.

1. rub ot B, 2. sunlight n. B,
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tribe.! She was small and beautiful. She made
pots and painted’ them. She made them well,
and she painted bright pictures on them. She
sang songs and her voice was sweet®

The ice moved south, and the people of
the north went in front of it.* They went a
very long way. They hunted animals. One day
they found a large number of® animals. These
animals did not run like deer. The people of
the north killed them easily. They made a
feast®.

Men attacked” them at the feast. It was
the men of the south. Why did they attack?
Because the animals were their cows.

The men of the south attacked, but they
did not have killing clubs. The men of the
north drove them back. They ran back to their
village. The northern men followed them.

There were thick bushes® round the village.

1. A girl called Va .. tribe. [HHEE PHEMULES LB,
Va E(AL) 2. paint {peint] vt &, £&, 3.sweet adj.
2 Ff; B, 4. The ice moved ... in front of it. Jk{:Ei#,
b H N AT, 5. a large number of %, k&,

6. feast n. B, R, 7. attack [o'tek] vt Zi, I,
8. bush [buf] n. #A, ERM,
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The southern men cut thorns' and put them
with the bushes. This made a wall of thorns
round the village. There was a spring® in the
village. They got water from .it. They kept
food in the village, too.

The northern men attacked the village.
The thorns kept them back.? Three or four
men got through* the wall, but the southern

-; y

The thorns kept them back.

1. thorn ([60:n] w. 3, 2. spring n. R, 3. The
thorns kept them back. &5t T i1, keep back FPBHIE,
4. get through i,



men killed them. The northern men went away.

They did not go far. They made a camp'
not far from the village. They had the killing
clubs, and they were strong. They did not
need a wall.

They attacked again, and the southern men
drove them back. Day followed day.’ The north-
ern men attacked the village again and again’.
But the wall of thorns was strong. Again and
again the southern men drove back the attackers®.

There was a wood® near the village. It had
big trees. It had a stream® too. The siream
fell from rocks into a pool. Trees leaned’ over
the pool. Squirrels® ran along the branches® of
the trees. Birds sat on the branches and sang.

Va loved the wood and the pool. She
swam there on warm days. She sat on the
rocks beside the pocl, and she sang like the

birds.

1. make a camp FHL¥, camp n. B, MRE, 2. Day
followed day. HE—H. 3. again and again BikHs, F=it,
4. attacker [o'tzeke] n. T iid#. 5. wood n. Mk, KH.

6. streamn. (h){i, R, 7. lean (leaned, leancd #; leant

[lent], leant) oi. (£}, @A, 8. squirrel [skwiral] n. &R,
9. branch [bra:ntf] n. #,



Va was in the village. She thought about
the wood. She looked at the wall of thorns.
In one place it was not very thick. She made
a hole and crawled through it. She saw the
camp of the northern people, and she did not
go that way. She crawled through tall grass.
She went slowly and quietly into the wood.

The stream ran over stones under the trees.
Va walked beside the stream. There were bushes
there with bright flowers. She took flowers
and put them in her hair. The stream sang,
and the birds sang in the branches. She was
very happy.

She came to the place of rocks. The
stream ran between the rocks and fell into the
pool. The trees leaned over, but they did not
hide the sky.! The sky was blue and the sun
shone®. It shone on the pool and made the
water bright.

Va sat on a rock beside the pool. The sun
did not shine on the water there. She looked

1. The trees leaned .. the sky. R ARSI, EEAFEMLELR,
2. shine [Jain] (shone [fon], shone) vi. % . Hi4E,
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Va sat on a rock beside the pool.

into' the water and saw her face and her hair
and the flowers in her hair.

Squirrels ran along the branches of the
trees. They never hid from Va.? One of them
came down to the ground beside the pool. Va
knew this squirrel. It came to her hand and
she gave some nuts to it. She was happy. She
touched® the squirrel gently and spoke gently
to it.

1. look into i+ HIEH 3, 2. They never hid from
Va. BR— S0 F%# g, GXIE never & not fRE, (ISR
3. touch [tatf] ot fhdfy, don,
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Va stayed beside the pool a long time.
The birds sang, and she sang too. She looked
at her face in the water of the pool.'! The
birds and the squirrels saw her, but people
did not see her.

She left the pool and went through the
wood. She crawled through the tall grass.
She came to the wall of thorns and found the
small hole. She crawled through it. She was
back in her village.

Dom attacked the village with the men
from the north. The thorns kept them out.”
They were very angry. They said: “We shall
get through the thorns. We shall kill the
people in the village.”

Dom was angry and said this too. The
northern men swung® their clubs and danced
a war dance. Dom danced with the men.

They attacked again, and the thorns kept
them out again. They said: “We shall wait.
The people in the village will soon need food

1. She looked at ... the pool. WFE ) Mk bhEHE IR
EIL. 2. The thorns kept them out. AP IS AES T,
3. swing [swin] (swung [swap]), swung) v, 3%, &3,
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and water. They will come out and we shall
kill them.”

They killed the animals near the village.
Soon there weren’t any animals. there. They
hunted a long way from the village.'

One day Dom fell on some stones in the
hunt. He stood up, but he could not run. He
could walk slowly, but he could not hunt
with the men.

They left Dom with the young boys.® He
did not like that. He took his killing club
and walked slowly through the tall grass. He
did not go near the village. He saw the wood
and went to it.

He found the stream and followed it.?
He walked in the stream. He saw the bushes
with their bright flowers. He swung his club
and hit the bushes. The flowers fell on the
water. The strea'r'n carried them thr(;ugh the
wood.

1. They hunted ... the village. fB{f 1Bl 4T, 2
They teft Dom with the young boys. {148 YB{Ei+48/MAF
11, 3. He found ... it. LRI - 4&/H, RIFE/PAESE,
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