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1. The Mystery of the Bermuda Triangle!

by James Stewart-Gordon

At 2:10 p.m.2 on December 5, 1945, five U, S. Navy training planes
took off in clear weather from Fort Lauderdale,® Florida,* The planes
flew east over the coast — and disappeared. The group was Flight
19, on a run between Florida and the Bahamas® Lieutenant C. C.
Taylor® was the group leader. )

At about 3:40, Taylor reported that his compasses were not reading
properly. The other pilots followed their leader aimlessly, first east,
then west, then northeast over the ocean, as Taylor tried to get his bear-
ing by radio. Then, suddenly, Taylor was heard to give orders to ditch.

Quickly, two giant Martin seaplanes were sent up to search for
Flight 19. Several hours later, the wind became strong and visibility
dropped. A return to base was ordered. Only one of the Martin sea-
planes landed. For days after, the Navy and Coast Guard combed a
100,000 square-mile area with more than 100 planes and ships. No
trace was ever found of the missing planes.?

Today, more than 30 years later, Flight 19 is at the center of a mys-
tery that has given chills to people the world over. Magazines, books,
newspapers, radio talk shows and TV specials have noted the disap-
pearance of many ships and planes in the southwestern part of the North
Atlantic. People have begun calling this area the Bermuda Triangle.

The points of the Triangle are Bermuda, Puerto Rico® and a spot
in the Gulf of Mexico® west of Florida. It is a two-faced water world
of tiny islands, bright beaches and beautiful waters. Yet thick hazes,
powerful currents and sudden storms lurk behind this smiling surface.

And one can never know, it seems, when the smile may turn into a snarl.
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Of the 40 ships and 20 planes said to have been lost here during
the last 100 years, 21 have met misfortune in December and January,
That is when the Christmas Winds blow across the Triangle,

On December 5, 1946—exactly one year after Flight 19 disappeared
—a pleasure ship, the City Belle: was found south of the Bahamas, desert-
ed by its crew.

It was in January of 1958 that the Triangle is said to have swal-
lowed up the yacht Revonoc'® with its owner and crew. They were go-
ing from Key West!! to Miami.®®* The only traces of the Revonoc were
pieces of a lifeboat and a toilet seat.

Another puzzling case happened on December 22, 1967. The owner
of the 23-foot Wiicheraft set out from Miami to view the city’s Christmas
lights. A few hours later, the owner radioed the Miami Coast Guard
for assistance. His boat had a damaged propeller and was drifting
near the harbor channel entrance. He reported that he could see Mi-
ami from the boat. Within ten minutes, the Coast Guard was on the
spot. No sién of the boat was found then or since.

Planes have vanished in the air above the Triangle. In the sum-
mer of 1947, a U.S. Air Force Superfortress disappeared 100 miles from
the Bermuda coast. On January 30, 1948, a British plane with 31 pas-
sengers aboard vanished after radioing Bermuda that all was well. In
DPecember 1948, the pilot of a DG-3 bound from San Juan!® to Miami
reported the lights of Miami in sight. The passengers were singing
Christmas carols. All was calm, all was bright—but the plane was
never heard from again,

What happened to these ships and planes ? Some people say that
spaceships swooped down and gobbled up the ships and planes. Some
believe the Triangle surrounds a giant tunnel leading to the center of
the earth.

Others believe the mysteries can be explained by natural causes.
For example, there is a logical explanation for the vanishing crew of
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the City Belle. Battered by a sudden storm, the ship radioed for help.
The message was picked up by an American base, and the ship’s crew
was rescued.

The Straits of Florida arc among the busicst waterways in the world.
in the haze often found here, large ships sometimes run down smaller
ones with no more than a light, unnoticed bump. From the bits found
from the Revonoc, the Coast Guard thinks that is what could have hap-
pened to the unlucky boat.

The loss of the Witcheraft is another case that can be explained by
natural causes. The night was windy. A damaged propeller slowed
down the boat. The strong currents, the wind in the saillike canvas
top, and the slower speed probably carried the boat north toward Ft.
Lauderdale. From the sea, Ft, Lauderdale looks like Miami. When
Witcheraft radioed that it was off Miami, it was in fact off Ft, Lauderdale.
The Coast Guard was looking in the wrong place. Eventually Witchcraft
must have been carried out® to sea.

Even long-time pilots can run into trouble in such an unpredictable
area. Thc Superfortress that vanished in 1947 must have run into a
storm and been destroyed.

Explaining the lost DC-3 and its Christmas singers, a Coast Guard
captain says: ‘“‘Before takeoff the pilot reported that his radio batteries
were weak. Then the wind shifted strongly. Instead of being over
south Florida, he was probably over the Gulf of Mexico and mistaking
the lights of Key West for Miami. Finally he ran out of gas and crash-
ed.”

Filght 19 was lost not because of supernatural forces but because Tay-
lor lost his bearings. Had he switched to his clear emergency radio
channel, shore stations could have helped him find his position.’® Final-
ly, panic seems to have taken over thc pilots,

As for the lost Martin seaplane, a freighter reported a great, fiery
bang at 7:50 p.m. in the area where the plane was flying. These seaplanes
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were known to develop loose fuel lines in rough air and then blow up.
This secems to be the answer to this plane’s mystery.

Captain Lonsdale!® of the Coast Guard sums up: “An average of
352 major ships a year are lost throughout the world. Four or five of
these are hit so suddenly that they have no time to send out an S.0.8.17
If a ship is lost in what is known as the Bermuda Triangle, the Coast
Guard considers it a disaster. To someone who doesn’t know the facts,
it seems unbclievable. I guess anything you can’t understand yourself

is bound to be supcrnatural.”
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2. Ordeal on Minerva Reef!?

by John Forbis

On the evening of July 7, 1962, the cutter Tuaikaepau?® was inching
its way toward Aukland,® New Zealand. The sea was rising, and in
the western sky hung a brilliant waning moon,! its white light sparkling
on the dark Pacific. For the 17 men on board, however, that night
turned suddenly to horror. Without warning, the Tuaikaepau struck
a reef and began to break apart. Within hours, it was no more.

At first there was chaos. Passengers and crew plunged wildly through
the waves, snatching at anything afloat. Then, above the sound of
wind and waves, the voice of the ship’s captain, David Fifita,® was heard.
“Get to the mast !{”” he ordered. The 38-foot mast of the ship had bro-
ken free. The 17 survivors clung to it as Fifita counted heads minutes
later. It was after moonset now, and they struggled in total darkness to
remain alive.

At last dawn, faint and silvery, brought the men a surprise. It
revealed small islands of coral rising here and there above the water,
There was, after all, something to cling to. But beyond, in all directions,
stretched the empty Pacific,

Captain Fifita alone realized where they were—the Minerva Reef,
two desolate islands 200 milcs from the nearest land. Now he thought
about his terrifying responsibility, The captain had to keep 17 men
alive without food, fresh water, shelter, and soon, he feared, without
hope.

The captain turned the men’s attention to the practical work of
survival. They searched the pools and rocks for articles that had not

been washed away—clothing, bits of food, a small oil drum,
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