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This series of books aims to continue the dialogue between Chinese
and Western literature. It will emphasize differences as well as simi-
larities , but it can do so only on the assumption that the various
concepts of literature in different societies have something in com-

mon, or, at least, show family resemblance.

The question why and how we distinguish literature from other forms
of verbal communication is an urgent one . What are the conventions
of literary writing and reading? I hope and expect that the editors
and authors of this book series will contribute to answering this
question. In times of ideological and philosophical confusion, liter-

ature may serve as a final resort , a mental life-buoy, which

guarantees precise expression and a new understanding.

May 24, 2002 l«rw«n M
Utrecht University, The Netherlands
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