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UNIT 1
PART A
I . IMPRESSIONS OF ENGLAND
FROM PAOLA

1 Interviewer: Paola Antony Gomes de Matos had already
completed two years of university in her hometown of Brasilia, in
South America, when she was given an opportunity to come to
London last January to improve her English. Before returning to
Brazil she told us what impressions her year in England had made
on her.

2 Gomes: Before I came to England I had a picture of what it
would be like from books, TV, films, and articles on the Royal

Family®. 1 imagined it would be clean, well-organized, with no

visible problems———quite different from a developing country like
Brazil®.
3 When I arrived in London I was very excited to be here. I

thought the architecture was beautiful. I spent my first week just
looking. Everything was so different, lots of beautiful old houses,
not like the modern buildings in Brasilia. But after I started to get
used to it, | started to see what is really England. I started to notice
dirty streets, poor people. The tube is really not very good. I hate
it! The underground in Rio® and in San Paulo® is new and clean.
In London it is old and dirty.
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4 This is a part of England that is not good for me. When 1
went to Cambridge® I met 2 man who told me he was homeless and
had no job. I did not expect social and economic problems in a de-
veloped country.

5 Interviewer: How would you describe London to a fellow
student from Brazil who had never been to England?

6 Gomes:1 cannot describe it. I would say you must go. You
imagine it but when you arrive there it is completely different. It’s
so crowded. 1 like to look at all the people in the streets, different
types of people. Sometimes you see all the world passing in front of
you®! In Brasilia you don’t see many people on the streets. Brasilia
is very different. In one place there are houses; in another, cine-
mas: offices in another part. People don’t walk in the streets. They
drive from one part to another. London is a big city with lights and

so many people—bug no one looks at you!

7 Interviewer: Have you been able to meet other young Eng-
lish people?
8  Gomes: It is not very easy. I live in a house with foreign stu-

dents. My school is for foreigners. I did an evening class. I wanted
to know English people but they do not want to be close. The peo-
ple in my class were always vetry polite but not friendly.

9 Interviewer: Is it different in Brazil? )

10 Gomes: Yes. There we are very close. I have heard all
Laﬁn people complain about the same thing. The English are polite
but not warm. At home we have parties. If you move to a new
house in Rio, in the afternoon our neighbour is there to say, “Hel-
lo, my name is. .. I have some cookies for you..." In two weeks
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you know everyone.

11 Interviewer: If you could change English people, how
would you change them?

12 Gomes: I don’t want to change them. They are not impolite
but rather indifferent. I can understand why. It’s not easy to have
so many foreign people in one’s country.

13 Interviewer: Will you come to England again?

14 Gomes: Sure!

15 Interviewer: What would you like to do differently next
time?

16 Gomes: If I come again I would tike to have more money.

There is such a choice of nightlife here but it all costs a lot and 1
am a poor student! ' » ‘

From BBC English

589 words

NEW WORDS

1. visible adj. that can be seen B Wi

2. architecture  #. design or style of buildings B

3. tube=underground Mgk EE) FEEH subway”

4. indifferent adj. having no interest in; not caring for % #; ¥
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NEW PHRASES

1. have a picture of sth: 2 5. B H
2. such a choice of nightlife: i, X Fh BRI & F

NOTES

1. the Royal Family B :

2. Brazil BT Brasilia B R (Bﬁﬁﬂ)

3.Rio=Rio de Janeiro HLARHK S (EH BT

4.San Paulo X3 % (Eﬁﬁﬁi‘@)'

'5. Cambridge 9| #F GEE T

6. You see all the world passing in front of you. RSB R B4 it
REKREN S dERBEE EEXE SRR

COMPREHENSION

1. Before Gomes went to England, she had a picture of it.
Which of the following reasons. is not mentioned?
A) She had read about it.
'B) She had watched TV programs about it.
C) She had seen films about it.
D) Many people told her about it.
. 4o



2. The tube in London is .
A)old but clean C) new but dirty
B) old and dirty D) new and clean
3. Gomes thought before she went to England that there were so-
cial and economic problems .
A)in developed countries only
B) both in developed countries and in developing countries
C)in developing countries only
- D) neither in developing countries nor in developed countries .
4. By “Sometimes you see all the world passing in front of you”
‘ Gomes means
A) the world is moving
B) the world is developing
C) there are people from all over the world in London
D) the English people are going all over the world
5. According to Gomes .
A)It's very easy to make friends with the English
B) It’s not very easy to make friends with the English
C) The English are impolite
D) The English are very warm
6. Nightlife in England is . '
A) exciting and cheap C) dull but cheap
B)dull and expensive D) exciting but expensive
7. The interview suggests that Gomes .
A) studies hard
B) likes fun
©C) hates nightlife
' o5



D) doesn’t like the Royal family
8. Does Gomes want to go to England again?
A) Yes, very much. C) It depends on her studies.
B) No, not at all. D) Not mentioned.
9. According to Gomes, people in Brazil are
A)not close C) warm and close
B) not warm D) very indifferent
10. Which of the following is not true of Brazilia?
A) There are many cars.
B) Houses and cinemas are not in the same part of the city.
C) Cinemas and offices are in the same part of the city.
D) There are many people.
11. According to Gomes, why are the English indifferent?
A) Thete are too few foreigners in England.
B) There are too few English People.
C) There are many foreigners in England.
D) There are too many English people.

I . ANIMAL EDUCATION

1 ' Animals perform many useful and entertaining jobs. Dogs

are particularly valuable in guiding the blind, protecting property,

finding lost people and hunting criminals. Horses are used for

guarding herds, carrying men in lands where there are no roads,

and helping farmers work their land. Pigeons have long been used

to carry messages. Wild animals from the jungles, forests and seas
«B o



