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Unit One Suspense

TGRS

A kind heart is a garden, kind thoughts are the roots,
kind weords are the flowers, and kind deeds are the fruits.

—English proverb

ERMLHR—EBEH XFNEERRE RENT
BRI M ERRRT,
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bride, despairing, innocence, presume, savage, s&spelxse ifxmne cau-
tiously, chill, chuckle, furicus, groan, lantem, plank, scarcely, ‘scrape’ sup-
position, vain, aPpraise, bin, clutch, collection, cval footstep retiree
robe, screwdriver, slender, staircase, ?arandnea,r, maﬁash nxwealmgou
the spot, side by side, take pleasure in, at ease, m v&m. hafg up. spasﬁ
away, pay off, pull on, resign oneself to something
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In general terms, suspense is defined as a feeling of anxiety or excitement that results from
being uncertain about an outcame or a decision. We can feel spine-tingling suspense following
through a seductive mystery-thriller, or while watching an exciting soccer game. Suspense ysual-
ly involves apprehension or fear, especially when we get personally affected. In literature, sus-
pense is a basic element of building up a climax.

Suspense is created by a combination of certainty (we know that something is going to take
place) and uncertainty (we dc.)n't know, how and when it will happen). The more frightening the
anticipated event, the greater the suspense.

Psychological crime stories were pioneered by Edgar Allan Poe in his the tell-tale heart
written in 1843. The story is full of emotion not only because it is told from the point of view of
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a gult ndden murderer, but also because it evokes hormble and macabre things that disturh the
reader. Short as 11 1s, the tell-tale heart has suspense for we know that a murder has been com
mitted and we are anxious to learn whether the police will find out about the crime. The answer
1s given 1n the last few lines of the story.

In almost all cases, the end of a story marks the end of the suspense. Novels or movies
rarely leave us in suspense, but sametimes they do. The Lady or the Tiger? Is an excellent ex-
ample of an unsolved mystery. Instead of telling us what happens, the author prefers to make us

reflect on the feelings and motives of the princess.
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1. Who ate the cake?

It must be Charles because he lied. The cake was on the kitchen table between 3 o’ clock
and five thirty, but Charles said that he did not see any dessert on the kitchen table. Besides,
Debbie was in her room from the time she got home fram school until Dad came back and did noi
even hear Charles came in, so Charles could not have seen Debbie when he got home fronr
school even though he said he did.

2. What's in the letter?

The correct answer: “I love you and I want to marry you. ”

Other options:

——*“I love you and I’d like to see you tonight. ”

——“Why don’t we get married right away?”

——"T"1I have to break up first with my boyfriend. "

&)Ooooooo-ooooooooooooooooooooo oooooooooooo%
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Listening [
(—). iE
L. diller n. K, ¥, RE 5. category n. Fr
2.sabotage n. FAIERIR, BT, BIR 6.suspense n. R, K&, Biifk
3. homicide n. F A, FAF 7. terrorist 2. BeHidrF

4. brazenly adv. B/ R 8. blackmail . &
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&7 Exercise 1

thriller movies suspense blackmal frightened

& Exercise 2 f

1) the psychological crime thriller, maximizes, highlights, the spy story, the detective story,
the horror story, the complex emotional motivations, relationships

2) psychological crime category, policernan, his girlfriend, her involvement, two young men
murder a friend, the corpse/body

3) the capacity of suspense, up in the air, revolved, totally elminated, strange psychological
dimension, frightened, uneasy

& Exercise 3

Samples .

1 remember watching a film called Death on the Nile a long time ago, a film made from a

novel with the same name by Agatha Christie, a British writer. It"s about a group of people tak-

ing a boat trip on the Nile. A murder happened and Poirot, the famous detective, was there to

solve the case. Almost everyone on the boat was a suspect since they all had the motive to com-

mit the murder. Finally, eliminating all the innocent suspects, Poirot traced down to the real

murderer.

Recently I' ve been watching a TV series about the stories of ten people who commit the
murder for money or love. One of them is a nurse killing her lover” s wife by injecting some poi-
sonous substance into the wife’ s body. The man was the manager of a certain building company
and fell in love with the nurse who took care of his mother while she was hospitalized. The nurse
was fram a very poor area and wanted to marry the man, but the wife refused to divorce him.
'Ihenthenmsshadtorenmeherﬁ'm:ﬂxeirliieand killed her. After the murder, the nurse and
the man drove to a river and got the car into the river with the wife’s body in it. Thé niurse was
then asked to hit the man on the forechead with a stone, thus creating an traffic accident. The
man and his wife were going somewhere and the car engine suddenly broke down and the car fell
into the water and the lucky husband managed to jump out of the car just in time and survived.
The whole thing was carefully plotted and it took the police quite a while to investigate the case
and finally find out about the truth and the murderer.

FREFIL (Tapescript)

The psychological crime thriller was a form that particularly attracted Alfred Hitchcock and

* wided the basis for same of his most important and popular movies. It maximizes suspense and

+sghlights the subjective aspects that Hitchcock favors in his films. Hitchcock did, of course,

work in other categories of the thriller, such as the spy story, the detective story and the horror

story. However, even in those instances, the films include the complex emotional motivations

and relationships nomally associated with the psychclogical crime thriller. For example, Sabo-
tage focuses on a woman who comes to realize that her husband is a terrorist.
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Blackmail is one of Hitchoodk’s early thnllers that fits into the psychological crime catego-
ry. It relates the story of a policemwan and his girlfriend who co.er up her mvolvement 1n a horm-
cide that he is investigating. Another example is the film called Rope in which two yourg men
murder a friend and brazenly entertain guests in the house where the corpse is located.

In all his films, Hitchoock seizes upon the capacity of suspel.: ¢ to suspend us, to leave us
up in the air. Although the suspense is always resolved at the end of a Hitchcock film, that
deeper sense of suspension is never totally eliminated. It is the strange psychological dimension
of his films that invariably leaves us feeling frightened or samewhat uneasy.

Listemimg [I
HhEER

acquit w. HEETE, HEXEFMTE, TF(HE)
grudge n. BfR; P2
death cap BN %5
beef casserdle YR 3E
renounce v. WA ER

HIERHEE
& Exercise 1

1) who is the speakers talking 0?7 C

2) what was her marriage like first? B

3) what caused their unending quarrels and trouble? D

4) what did the woman decide 1o do to solve the ttouble? A

5) what will happen to the waman? B

= Exercise 2

Sample

Characters: Mis. White, the defendant; Mr. Smith, the defendant’s lawyer; judge; the jury

Setting: In the courtroom.

Judge: Mrs. White, did you kill your husband and his girlfriend?

Mrs. White; yes.

Judge: how?

Mrs. White; I put a death cap in the beef casserole. They ate it and died.

Judge: how could you make sure your children didn’t eat it?

Mrs. White: My children and I are vegetarians.

Judge: Why did you do that?

Mrs. White; I hate my husband and his girlfriend and [ couldn’ t think of anything better. 1 had
thought of getting 2 divorce, but I was afraid that it would be a disaster for my
children.

Judge: Do you know You can be sentenced to death?
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Mrs. White: Yes, er, ... | know, but that’s too cruel for my children. I did that out of my

deep love for my children. I don’t want to leave my children orphans.

Mr. Smith: I do agree that Mrs. White is guilty of murder, but I think we have to take her mo-
tive into consideration. Let’s put curselves into her shoes and we’ Il understand why
she did that. Her husband had been dating his girlfriend for quite a while and she
couldn’t think of anything better. She did that all for the sake of her children.

Judge: But that doesn’t mean that she is not guilty.

Mr. Smith: I’m no trying to say that. I wonder if it is possible to sentence her and then execute
her sentence outside prison. That’s good for her children.

Mrs. White: (cring) 1beg you . ..

Judge :Now, let’s hear what the jury has to say.

( After the recess)
Judge: Attention, please. Mrs. White is guilty of murder and is sentenced to 15 Vears. But
since her children are still young, she will serve the sentence outside prison. . .

FRBFEIL (Tapescript)

Miss Jones, I know you are a psychiatrist, and it’ s very impostant that you declare me
sane. It would not be good for my children to believe their mother is insane. I must stand trial
as a sane person and be acquitted because then the children can deal with it.

I'had a troubled childhood but finally met Peter. We fulfilled each other’ s requirements.
He looked for a perfect mother, as I looked for a perfect father. After we married and had chil-
dren, our troubles started. 1 wanted the children to be self-expressive; he wanted them 1o be
quiet. Because of our disagreement about child-rearing, I was easily annoved and distressed,
and spent a lot of time in tears that I couldn’t control. I would cry and Peter would shout, so it
began to look as if we would have to part. Peter was already seeing another womsn, a junk-food
addict whose idea of an afternoon out was t© go to McDonald’ s. I had no grudge against Peter
having a girlfriend. Mine was not a crime of passion but an act committed for the sake of the
children.

Divorce hurts children. They suffer terribly when the family breaks up. What else could I
do? 1 insured Peter”s life. Then he, his girlfriend, the children and I went for 2 country walk.
We picked mushrooms, including a death cap(# B ¥5). I made a beef casserdle (W %)
that evening and he and she ate it. The children and I are vegetarians, but Peter would never
renounce( 5 -+ W4 ) beef, and it proved fatal. I got them to the hospital immediately
so the children saw nothing unpleasant. I hadn’t realized how suspicious the police could be.
But this is not insanity, is it? 1 was doing my best for the children, and I must get back to thens
& 'soun as possible, for their sake. I presume the court won’t be so stupid as not o understarsd -
that. What do you think, Miss Jones?
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(— ) B ABIE (In-Class Reading)
I B®XEH
1. RIORH
BEXRBR, WEEEF, AR TEEMERE T, PEENZ D b
NGB, EREBOMAF LGNNI ERER M T SN
L 5AAE,
2.HEXRBE
The passage is about the test of true love and true love’s enemy: jealousv. Once upon «
time, there lived a king who would execute justice by letting the accused subject walking into an
arena where two chambers had a ferocious tiger and a fair lady respectively. Trusting his life to
fate, the accused subject would go up to the doors of the two chambers and eithe: be facing «
very hungry tiger and therefore be tom to pieces or be granted the fair lady.
The king had a daughter who fell in love with one of the king’ s low-stationed courtiers.
The king got furious and had the young man executed in the arena. Pror to the das of execu-
tion, the princess had used her power and money to find out the secret. Thus the hfc of the
young man was in the very hands of his lover. However, realizing the she would lose hum any-
way, either to the beast or the beauty, the pnncess was tortured with both despair and jealousy.
Would she save her lover and thus sending him 1nto another woman’ s arms or rather let him die
so that no one else would get him?
I #ELCEEE
1.innocence n. (@ beirg not guilty of a ciime I E @ not having rich XD e ol
life X E4h#
[1E42 7% linnocent I8 B $ T 18 mnocens in— T& + nocere (941, 7 1] nocens {55 H
[ 52 Tbeing innocent of 5 guilty of X ¥ ; 5" naive, blameless, faultless, guiltless, harmless.
sinless 3T
2.presume v. Dsuppose sth. is true #EM BE 2 t.c 10 dosth, whichone b ~ no oy
to do B BR (I
CEfCERIBE AN TE B, [pre—- ] BB, & 6 - - 2417 sume E° &, I
[ 15 assume, fancy, guess, imagine, mply, infer, < piose, surmse, think 3 % JE T 1] -
assume v. BRE, HHIE; &H, RH; £H o, OB, SA, fIw); Hol, ik
% resume n. JEDT . HU4REE, B

3.suspense n  pleasant excitement as to an outcome &%, FH.0>

[C1ZHE] sus - B T, pendere K",



