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Preface

Based on a nationwide grassland resource survey, "Data on the Grassland Resources of Chi-
na” was completed by collecting and sorting out data progressively and systematically from coun-
ties, provinces (autonomous regions, municipalities) to the whole nation. As a complete, scien-
tific and systematic statistics on the grassland resources, it is a gnajor achievement of the grass-
land resource survey. It is also the fruit of painstaking labour of the people who participated in
the survey.

Surveying grassland resources is a research project assigned by the State Commission for Sci-
ence and Technology and the former State Commission for Agriculture. It is also one of the main
research projects of the study on the natural resources of agriculture and their divisions, which
belongs to ” An Outline for the National Development Plan of Science and Technology from 1978
to 1985”. Under the leadership and organization of the Departmet of Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary, Ministry of Agriculture, the project was jointly conducted by the Grassland Re-
search Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences and the Commission for Integrated
Survey of Natural Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences. It was carried out by technical
teams organized by the Animal Husbandry Bureau of each province (autonomous region or mu-
nicipality ), according to the ”QOutline and Technical Regulation for Surveying the Grassland Re-
sources of China”. The results of the surveys in each province were checked one by one before ac-
ceptance, and the task of surveying was completed in all provinces except Taiwan by 1991.

During the ten-year period of surveying grassland resources, there have been some changes
in social and natural conditions, some adjustments to the administrative divisions of provinces and
counties, and also several times of amendments to the classification of érassland types. There-
fore, the data for the social economic situation at the end of 1991 has been selected in the consoli-
dated statistics on the grassland resources of China. A unified arrangement to the classification of
grassland types of each province (autonomous region) and a statistical calculation have been com-
pleted through the computer processing, and a data base has been established.

“Data on the Grassland Resources of China” is a specialized statistical book about grassland
resources. For the convenience of use, this book is divided into two sections—a national section
and a provincial section, préviding information for grassland resources at three levels from county
to province and throughout the country. This book will offer a scientific basis for the centralized
guidance of animal husbadry and the formulation of social development plans.

It is a delight to acknowledge all of the individuals and organizations who have assxsted in the

compilation of this book. Any comments concerning this book or to the mistakes which may have

occurred in it would be greatly appreciated.

by Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Ministry of Agriculture
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