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Qin Xixuan
COLLECTION OF ART SONGS

QIN Xixuan was born in 1922,Hang Zhou,China. From 1940 — 1944 he suc-
cessively studied in and graduated from Peking Yanjing University and Catholic Uni-
versity , specializing in mathematics. During this period he studied Harmony with
Prof. Xu Yongsan privately. In 1949 he graduated from the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music,where he studied composition with Prof. W. Franker and Prof. TAN Xi-
aolin,a favorite student of Paul Hindemith. Having engaged in professional composi-
tion activites as his lifework ,he had also worked as a music senior editor for a period
of time.

In this¢Collection of Art Songs),he composed five songs with poems of Li Bai,
who,a great poet in the history of Chinese literature, lived in 701—762 A.D. The
composer unveiled the profound poetic meaning involved in these poems through the
integration of Chinese traditional musical language and western contemporary com-
positional techniques.

The harmony theory and techniques of P. Hindemith were used in the song (6)
"Wine of love”and also manifested in other songs.

Prof. Li Xinchang,dean of vocal department of Central Conservatory of Music,
wrote in the Preface;” These songs are rather full of artistic charm,and I am happy
to recommend them to all the singers. I am sure these songs certainly may enrich
their repertoire. ”
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In 759A.D.a special pardon was granted to the poet while he sailed bv the Baidi Cityon his way to

the small Yelang State where he was sent into exile. The description of the swiftness of the
water showed the poet’s joyful heart after hearing the special pardon.
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