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Lesson One
TALKING ABOUT THE WINTER VACATION

!

Mr and Mrs Wang. are both teachers. They are now plan-

Mr Wang.: Well, we will begin our winter vacation very
soon. Where would you like to go?

Son: I want to go skating.

Daughter; - Let’s go south. - !

Mrs Wang: (To her children) We’d better go back to our
hometown to see your Grandma.

Mr; Hold on] One at a time, please.

Mrs; (To Mr Wang ) Well, the Spring Festival is coming
and we haven’t seen Mother for nearly two years.
We ought to go back and stay with her for a while.

D. Oh,Mom, that place is too small. No young people,
no place to go to. We just have to sit around with
‘Grandma and twicdle our thumbs all day. -

S: ‘Momj my friends and I have decided to learn how to

el



Mrs '

Mrs ¢

skate during the winter vacation. What can 1 do if
we go there?

You can go skating on a natural skating rink.
There’s a big reservior not far from Grandma’s
house. '

Mom, it’s too cold there. Let’s go somewhete in the
south. We could get some nice sunshine and go sight-
seeing. Or perhaps we could go swimming.

And prance around in a skimpy bathing suit?

Mom, make him stop! He’s just trying to get my

goat.

. Son, be quiet, and let your sister finish.

We’d better find a warm place with good scenery.
We can at least entertain ourselves and make the hol-
iday genuine.

That’s a good idea. Let’s go to Hangzhou for a visit

to my aunt’s house.

. Have a heart, boy! That’s too far away. That would

cost a lot.

I have an idea. Let’s go to Dalien first, which is
not so far, and stay there for a week or two. Then
we can go back to Grandma’s house before the Spring
Festival. In this way, you can go swimming and aiso
go skating in these winter holidays. Is that all

020



right?

Sand D; That’s great.

MI'S:
Mr,

What’s your idea, honey?
Oh, I don’t know. Il go along with you.

Liu Dong is tviting Wang Lan to visit his hometown.

Liv Dong: The winter vacation is just around the corner

now. Have you made up your mind about nct going
back home?

Wang Lan:; Yes, my sister wrote to me, saying she

3

rd

would come here to have a look at the winter snow.
She’s never been to the north, you know.

Really? In that case, it’s a shame you don’t take her
farther north to have a good look at the real

winter.

. To be frank, I really haven’t planned where to go.

What about going to my hometown, Harbin? That is
prehaps the best choice for a winter trip.

. Are you kidding? I would freeze there.

Why not have a try? Look, I was born and brought
up in Heilungjiang. I am just as strong as you, if not

stronger.

. But it costs a lot to go up there, doesn’t it?

«3 .
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I don* think so. Il arrange everything for you,
once you step off the train in Harbin.

Oh, Liju, I really can’t thank you enough. But I
think that would be too much trouble for you.

No, it won’, Wang. I will be glad to do it. You

will be greeted with open arms.

I

Zhang Ying 1s coming alorg.

Zhang Ying. Hey, what are you talking about here?

Planning to go hdme?

Yes. In fact Wang Lan wants to have a pleasant win-
ter vacation, but she’s not sure whete to go.

Well, that’s easy; I’'m quite willing to be her
advisor,

He’s asking me to go to Harbin, but I---

Terrific] That’s the best choice, I believe. You can
see ice lantern shows there at this time of the year.
Really?

Sure! Harbin'is the most well-known city tor its ice
lanterns. Around the Spring Festival, tourists frem
all over the world are crowding into Harbin. They
say there will be a “river-floating ice lantern show”
when 'the': International Winter Skating Competition is

« 4o
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held in Harbin.

: That will be a really magnificent sight. I would be

the happiest southerner if I could see such a grand

-scene..

You surely will be. Then you can go to Taiyang Is-
land to have a look at the winter swimming.

: Good grief! How can people swim in such cold

weather in winter? A » ]
You will be greatly surprised by their braveness. The
swimmers jump into the icy watér, while the on-
lookers in their fur overcoats shake in the cold

winds. That’s really a striking contrast.

: Well, you’ve talked me into going to Harbin for a

visit. but I must rely on you for help. Remember to
tell your parents before we arrive.
Sure. It’s a deal.

v

Li Ming, a Chinese student, is talking with Jokn Foster,

an American student in China, about their winter vacation.

Li Ming: By the way, John, how are you going to spend

your winter vacation?

John Foster; Well,.1 haven’t made up my mind yet. Per-

haps I will travel to.the south of China, :such as
¥ X
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~.during the winter. vacation? ..
X

Shenzhen and Hainan, then be in Hongkong for the
Spring Festival.

You Americans travel a lot, don’t you?

Yes. So they say Americans love moving about. [
think perhaps Americans love adventure and they
like to seek new things to enjoy. Don’t you want to

sec something new?

-Of course ] do. But we Chinese people usually do not

travel as much as you do.

Itis said that some Chinese families have lived in one
place for several generations. It is unimaginable for
Americans. Could you tell me why Chinese don’t
travel much?

Well, I think the most important reason is that the
Chinese people’s incomes do not allow them to spend
too much on travel. And China’s transportation sys-
tems are not so advanced. With the rise of living
standards in China in the last ten years and more,
there has been an increase in tourism. So trains are
always crowded. I cannot imagine the situation if the
Chinese people begin to travel as much as
Americans. ‘ :
Neither can I. Well, Xiao Li, will you go anywhere



I plan to go to Kunming to my aunt’s house; but [
must ask for my mother’s permission.

Is that so? If your mother agrees, will you go with
me to some other places? You can be my tourist
guide, and interpreter. . ,
Excellent. That would give me a good opportunity to
improve my spoken English. I’1l let you.know as
soon as I hear from my mother..

All right. -1 must be going, Li. Good-bye.
Good-bye.

\',

The winter vacalion is over. Aﬂthedudentsm’ebackm

" school. Tumstudevdsmeetonthecampus

Hello, Miss B, I hear you went to Kunmihg for your

winter vacation. Did you enjoy it?’

Very much, Miss A. I had a 1ot of sunshine and saw
many beautiful scenes and spots in the South.
Lucky girl}] I’ve never been to the South.

. - How did you spend your winter holidays? Just stdy

at home?
Of course not. I practised skating and learned to ski.
Sometimes, I went hunting with my father.

B;" That sounds interesting. Did you catch anythihg?: <

e T e
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Yes, but not much. Once we caught a rabbit. The
other time we actually got a big deer.

That’s really worthwhile. But it must have been
rather cold.

I didn’t feel the cold. Sometimes I was sweating from
chasing an animal. The snow was so white and the
air so clean.

Mm. Did you have a happy Spring Festival?

Oh, yes, but we were kept busy all the time. We
had to make preparations for the festival. But I en-
joyed it. Well, did I tell you I went fishing?
What? Don’t be silly! How can you go fishing in
winter?

It’s easy. I caught fish by digging holes in the ice.
You put some dynamite into a bottle, then put the
bottle into the ice hole. The fish fly ouf with the ex-
plosion. That’s quite a sight.

Isn’t‘_ that da;ngerous?

No, not at all.

I've never been to the countryside. 1 can hardly
imagine it. ‘

Come to my home to have a look for yourself. I'm

sure you'll enjoy it.

:+ ~Thankyou, Miss 'A. 1'd like to come during the next
L] 8 »



winter vacation.

PROVERBS

. Idleness makes the wit rust.

WEEA LS.

If there were no clouds, we should not enjoy the

sun.

BEHAZ, RARKETE,

. In my own city my name, in a strange city my

clothes procure my respect.

REBFHE LS KEEA.

A RHYME

The ice was here, the ice was there,
The ice was all around.
It cracked and growled, and roared and howvled_,
Like noises in a swound.
—Sammel T. Coleridge

A JOKE

Have you heard about the man who took a vacation

to forget everything? The first night at the hotel he

opened his suitcasé and discovered e had forgotten ev-
[} 9 .



