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. o 1. Fast Reading

Perhaps you would like to know what readmg speeds are common among Amencan umver51ty
students Tests in Minnesota, U. S. A. have shown that students without specml training can read Engllsh of
average difficulty, for example, War and Peace in translation at speeds-between 240 and 250 words per
minute (W. P. M. ) with about 70)7 comprehension. Minnesota claims that after 12 haif — hour lessons,
once a week, the reading speed can be increased with no less of comprehension » to around 500 W P. M.,
Minnesota also claims that with good training over seventeen weeks, speeds of over 1000 W. P. M. can be

reached, ‘but this would be quite exceptional.

If you, as a second language learner can read books of average difficulty at between 80 and 100 w.

P.M. w1th 70 / comprehens1on » You w111 be domg qu1te well

A. Comprehension guestions;
1. Tjhe passage is about
a. fast reading b. American University Students
c. the students as second English learners‘ d. books of average difficulty
2. You, as a second language learner, will be doing quite well if you can read at between
a. 50—70 W.P. M, b. 80—100 W.P. M. '
c. 240250 W.P.M d. 300—500 W.P. M.
3. The reading speed of 240—250 W P. M. is reached by thd American university students
a. aftera 12 half—hour training b. after a seventeen —week training
¢. without any special training d. with some training
4. For the American students War and Peace in translation is
a. easy to read b. difficult to read
c. neither very difficult nor very easy d. interesting
B. Vocabulary » '
1. -+ what reading speeds are common among-+*
a. united  b. public ¢. general
2. -+- can read English of gfiag_e difficulty, «--
a. :of ,tl:xe usual kind b. of thd special kind c. Qt’ the same kind .
3. e pgt minute (W.P. M. ) with about 70% comprehenston -+

a. test b. understanding  c. ability

2 How to S!gim;—Read Effectively

-

5 -

Read the first paragrapgh or two at your fastest of comprehension to see what the general topic about.
The opening paragraph you will remember usually ifitroduce you to the author’s theme or viewpoint.

Keep the general theme in mind, looking for key sentences or work phrases related to the theme. The

’,t e ]'o
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first sentence or the last sentence is usually your best chance to make a guess; but it’s good idea to let your
eyes glide quickly over the inbetween lines for names, dates, or key words.
Skim sections wrthm paragraphs that seem to cover some examples or 1llustratrons

Look for main ideas related to the theme of the paragraph. Also look for a few facts , hames or dates,

to be related to the point of Vthe article.

effectively HXr#h theme T

A. Are the following statements true or false according to the reading? If a statement is false, what is the

correct oneg’
1. The opening paragraph usually introduces you the mam 1dea
2. The first sentence or the last sentence is usually helps you understand the author’s viewpoint.
3. Read carefully within the paragraphs where there are examples.
4. Look for the important words between lines.
5. Read carefully about the facts, nam¥s, ect. .
B. Vocabulary o \
1. Know the Sklm—Read Effecuvely _
a. read qulckly b. read carelessly ¢. read slow'ly
2. -+ to see what the general topic is about.
a. discussed subject. b. discussion c. think
3. .- related to the theme. -
a. regard to b. concerning c. with
4. - let your eyes glide quickly over the - ’ N .

a. go down b. cut dowm c. move along

3. A Wretched Journey

It was already late when we set out for the next town, which according to the rhap was about fir‘teen
miles away on.the other side of the hills. There we felt sure that we would find a bed for the night.
Darkness fell soon after we left the village, but luckily we met no one as we drove swiftly along the narrow
winding road that led to thd hills: As we climbed higher, it became colder and rain began to fall, making it
difficult -at times to see the road. I asked John, my companion, to drive more slowly.

After. we had travelled for about twenty miles, there was still no sign of the town which was marked
on the map. We were beginning to get worried. Then, without warning, the car stopped. A quick
examination showed that we had-run out of pet'rol';;i Although we had little food with us, only a few biscuits
and some chocolate, we decided to spend the night in the car. '

Our meal was soon over. I tried to go to sleep at once, but John , who was a poor sleeper, got out of
the car after a few minutes and went for a walk up the hill. Soon he came running back. From the top of

the hill he had seen, in the valley below, the lights of the town we were looking for. We at once unloaded

2.



all our luggage and, with a great effort, managed to push the car to the top of the hill. Then we went back

for the luggage, loaded the car again and set off down the hill. In less than a quarter of an hour we were in

the town, where we found a hotel quite easily.
biscuit HFT luggage 474

I'. Choose the best answer.
1. the travellers had a map but
a. they did not knowL how to ﬁse it b. it gave them the wrong information
¢. they could not see it very well in the dark .
d. the town they were looking for was not clearly marked
2. Their car stopped because
a: they had travelled more than twenty miles b. the petrol ran out of it
c. there was no petrol left  d. they were going uphill |
I'. Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in the passage
-a.~ The writer asked John to drive more slowly because
b. ¢ ’, said Johnm after he had run back to the car..

c. John went for a walk because
d. _ sothat it would be easier to push it to the top of the hill.
e. They would have spent the 'night in the car if
Il . Choose the best explanation according to the context.
1. winding means : '
a. going uphill b. dangerous. ¢. -not straight d. eold

2. without warning means
-a. suddenly - b. nobody told them c. before it gdt hot d. without any explanation

4. A Remarkable Coincidence

While ] was walking along the road the other day I happened to notice a small brown leather purse
lying bn the pavement. I picked it up and opened it to see if I could find out thé owner’s name. There was
nothing inside it .except some smaﬂ change and a rather old pﬁotogfap_h — — a picture of a woman and a
young girl about twelve years old, Who looked like the woman’s daughter. I put the photograph back and
took the purse to the police station, where I handed it to the sergeant in charge. Before I left, the sergeant
made a note of my name and address in case the owner of the purse wanted to write and thank me.

That evening I went to have dinner with an uncle and aunt of mine. They had also invited another
person, a young woman, so that there would be four people at table. The young woman’s face was '
familiar, but I could not remember where I had seen.it. I was quite sure that we had not met before. In the

course of conversation, however, the young woman happened to remark that she had lost her purse that
[ 3 K]



afternoon. I at once remembered where | had seen her face.” She was the young girl in the photograph,
although she was now much older. Of course she was very surprised when I was able to desc¢ribe her purse
to her. Then I explained that I had recognised her face from the phdtograph I had found in the purse My
uncle insisted on going tound to the police station immediately to claim the purse. As the police sergeant

handed it over, he said that it was a remarkable coincidence that 1 had found not only the purse but also the

person who had lost it.

leather 7% purse & fg pavement fEiE remark RF|,
coincidence I§5§& - v
1 . Choose the best answer.
1. The purse which the writer found

a. was empty b. had some money in it

c. had a few coins and a photograph in it =~ d. had an old photograph in it
2. The writer recognised the young weéman because - b ' h

a. he had met her somewhere before b. she was the woman in the photograph

c. she often had dinner with his uncle and aunt

d. she looked rather like the young girl in the photograph
I . Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideds contained in the passage.

a. When the writer opened the purse, He hoped .

b. The sergeant had a book, in which . R ' ;
¢. The young woman so that there would be four people at table.

d. The writer said: ‘There was a photograph in the purse. That is how- .
e. ‘Let’s , ’ the writer’s uncle insisted.
I . Choose the best explanation according to the context.

1. familiar means

a. common b. known c. famous d. domestic

2. claim means

a. pretend b. identify c. ask for d. take

5. My‘Companions 6n Board

August 31 st,
There are five people at our table, including myself. I’ ve already learnt a great deal about them in the

short time we have been at sea, although we rarely meet except at meal — times.

First of all, there is Dr. Stone — — my favourite, I must confess. He is a man of about sixty —five,
with grey hair and a huimorous face:' He gave up his practice a short while ago and is now travelling round

‘the world before he retires to some quiet country village. As a young man, he served abroad for many
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years as a doctor in the Army. He speaks several languages and has told us a great deal about the ports wé
are going to call at. He seems to have been everywhere. During the day, when he is not talking to his
fellow passengers (one gets the impression that he already knows everybody on board!), he sits on deck
reading or else gazes out to sea through an old —fashioned telescope.

Then there is ‘grandmother’. I call her that because her name escapes me. In spite of being a
grandmother, she looks remarkably young, not more than forty —five. She is on her way to visit a daughter
who emigrated to Australia some years ago. Naturally she is very excited at the thought of seeing her again,
and her three grandchildren, whom she has never seen. She can talk of little else, This voyage is a great
adyenturé for her she has never been abroad before.

‘ Then there is a man I do not care for very much, an engineer by the name of Barlow. He has been on
leave m England and is now returmng to his work in Singapore. He seems full of energy :he swims or plays
tenms the best patt of the day. [ have never in my life met a man thh such a loud laugh. He has the cabin
next to mme and I can hear his laugh even through the wall!

) The other person who sits at our table is Mrs Hunt. 1 have found out hardly anythmg about her. She is

extremely qu1et and rarely talks, except to consulit the doctor about her children’s various ailments. She is

on her way to join her hunband in India.

Extract from ,av diary

confess K IA emigrate R consuit ¥ if]  ailment  FEAE

I . Choose the best answer. _
1. Dr. Stone is travelling round the world because

a. he likes meeting a lot of peciple b. he is having a holiday before he retires

c. he wants to visit the places he knew in the past d. he enjoys travelling abroad
2. The writer calls the second person at the table ‘grandmother’ beause

a. she looks old b. she has three grandchildren

¢. he has not been told her name d. he has forgotten her name

I . Answer the following questions briefly, in your own words-as far as possible. Use one complete sentence
for each answer. ' ‘

a. how does Dr. Stoné spend his time when he 1s not talking to his fellow passengers?

b. Why is grandmother going to Australia?
I . Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in the passage.

a. Dr. Stone after he has travelled round the world.
b. Dr. Stone seems to know everyone on board because -
c. Barlow spends most of his time

d. Barlow has such a loud laugh that
e. The writer does not know much about Mrs Hunt because

V. Choose the best explanation according to the contéxt.

1. remarkably means



a. attractively b. quite ¢. noticeably d. extraordinarily

2. on leave means .
a. about to go b. away from work c. absent d. at home

6. The Expedition to the Forest

Half an hour before daybreak three of the boys assembled, as they agreed, near the cld bridge. The
fourth, a boy by the name of Tolly, had not turned up. His absence did not greatly surprise the others. They
knew that his mother did not want him to come on this expedition into the forest.

Charles, who was the oldest and their accepted leader, waded downstream to the place where their boat
was tied up in the shelter of some overhanging bushes. Then he rowed the boat back to the shallow water
~ near the bridge, where the boys loaded it with the provisions, blankets and other things which they were
taking on their journey.. ’ o

Dawn was just breaking as they climbed into their boat and pushed off from the bénk. A swift current
carried them downstream, so there was no need to row. Théy took it in turns to keep the boat in the éentre
of the river. Three hours later they entered the forest where they intended to spend the next few days.

‘Let’s go ashore now and make some tea, ’suggested Charles. ‘No ohe will see us here. ’

It was forbidden to lighi fires in the forest, bﬁt people rarely came ‘this way. '

While Charles tied the boat up, the other two boys set about gathering wood for a fire. When they
came back, each with a large handful of sticks, they found Charles looking very worried.
| ‘We haven’t got any matches, ”he announced gloomily. Tolly was going to bring them. ’

This was bad news. They were miles away now from the nearest shop.

assemble. M4 expedition IR wade Pt shelter 3B BE provisions B4
swift @Y current 7KL

I . Choose the best answer

1. The boys did not have to row because
a. they had plenty of time to get to the forest b. they kept their boat in the centre of the river

c. the river carried their boat along quite quickly d. they had pushed off from the bank-
2. The boys could not light a fire because

a. thé ‘wood was too big b. Charles had forgotten to bring any matches
c. it was forbidden to light fires in the forest
d. the boy who was going‘ to bring the matches had not come on the expedition

I . Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in the passage.
a. The name of the boy who _ was Tolly.
b. It was easier to load the boat near the bridge because

¢. The boys did not have to row because there which

.6.



d. While they were going downstream, all the boys had to do was
e. Although , the boys went ashore to make tea.
Il . Choose the best explanation according to the context.

1. waded means
a. crossed the river b. swam ¢. went out of sight d. walked slowly through the water

2. in turns means
a. round and round ©  b. one after the other c. all together d. from time to time

7. Miss Hughes’ New Class

The children stopped chattering as Miss Hughes entered the classroom. Then they stood up as one body

and said in a loud chorus;

‘Good morning, teacher. ’
Miss Hughes smiled, said good morning too and told the class to sit down. At a glance there seemed to

be about thirty — five pupils in the class. The majority were girls. She noticed several intelligent faces. All
the pupils were watching her intently, waiting no doubt to find out what sort of person she was.

‘I suppose you want to know my name, ’she said. But before she could tell them, someone in the class
called out, ‘It’s Miss Hughes. ’Everybody laughed. Miss Hughes laughed too.

‘News travels quickly, ’she said. ‘I’m afraid it will take me longer to learn all your names. ’

Miss Hughes opened the attendance register and called their names in turn. When she came to the last
name on the list, John Young, she noticed that he had been absent for over a month. ‘

‘What’s the matter with John Young?’she asked, looking up.

‘He’s in hospital, Miss Hughes, ’said a fair—haired girl in the front row. ‘He’s broken his leg. ’

‘He slipped on the ice, ’added one of the boys.

‘Has anyone been there to see him ?’Miss Hughes asked.

No one replied.

It was time to start the lesson. ‘Now let me see, ’said Miss Hughes, looking at the timetable. ‘The
first lesson is English. ’ '

‘Oh ] please tell us.a story, ’begged one of the girls.

" Several of the pupils repeated this. Miss Hughes smiled.

"“Very well, ’she said. ‘But first of all I want you to write a letter to John Young. We’ 11 send the best
ones to cheer him up in hospital. Afterv_vards I’1l tell you a story, if you’re good. ’ '

They were all writing busily when Miss Hughes slipped out of the classroom to fetch a book which she
had left in the staffroom. she passed the headmistress in the cotrridor.

‘Any trouble from that class?’the headmistress asked.

‘Not so far, ’said Miss Hughes confidently. ‘They all seem very well behaved. *
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I . Choose the best answer.
1. Miss Hughes came into the classroonm
a: but nobody tock any notice of her
b. and all the children stoop up at the same time and said good morning
¢. and all the chlidren said good morning d. and all thd children stoop up one after the ofher

2. Miss Hughes

a. refused to tell the class a story
b. had forgotten her story book, so she asked the class to write a letter
c. asked the class to write a letter before she told them a story
d. asked the class to write a letter so that she could go to the staffroom

I. Compleie the following Seqtences. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in the paséage.
a. ‘Good morning. ’Miss Hughes said to the class * ?

b. No one replied when Miss Hughes asked whether

c. Miss Hughes looked at the timetable in order to find out

-’d. Miss Hughes said that she wanted the class to write to John Young before

e. Miss Hughes met the headmistress while

Il . Answer these questions, usihg only short form answers. ‘
a. Was Miss Hughes a new teacher? b, Did Miss Hughés ény trouble from the class?
IV. Choose the best explanation according to the context. -
1. “intently means o
a. with a great deal of attention b. by chance ¢. on purpose “d. unpleasantly

2. not so far means

a. véry near b. very much = ¢ toa small degree d. not until now

8. The Helpful Postman

Bill Fuller, the postman, whistled cheerfully as he pushed his bicycle up the hill towards ald Mrs
‘Dunley’s house. His work for the day was almost finished ;his bag, usually quite heavy when he set out on
his round, was empty now except for the letter that he had to deliver to Mrs Dunley. She lived over a mile
from the village so that, when Bill had a letter for her, he always finished his day’s work much later. He
did not mind this, vhow‘ever, because she never failed to ask him in for a cup of tea. |

When Bill entered the gate of Mrs Dunley’s house, he was surprised not to find her working in her
garden. She usually spent most afternoons there when the weather was fine. Bill went straight round to the
back of the house, thinking that she might be in-the kitchen. The door was locked and the curtains were
drawn. Puzzled, he returned to the front of the house and knocked hard on the door. There was no answer.

Bill thought that this was very strange because he knew that Mrs Dunley rarely left the house.
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Just then he noticed that her bottle of milk, which was delivered early in the morning, was still on the
doorstep. This worried him. If Mrs Dunley had not taken in her milk, pe‘rhaps she was ill. Bill walked round
the house: until he found an. open window. It was small, but he just managed to ,squeeze through. He went.
into the hall. There he almost fell over Mrs Dunley, who was lying at the foot of the stairs, unconscious.
Realising that there was little he could do for her, Bill rushed out of the house, stopped a passing car and
told the driver to telephone for an ambulance as soon as he got to the village.

ORI
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I . Choose the best answer.
1. Bill Fuller was going to Mrs- Dunley’s house because
a. she-had asked himi'for a cup of tea b.- he had some letters to deliver to her
. ¢. his day’s work was over d. he had a letter for her
2. - The thing that expecially.‘worried Bill was
a. finding the back door:locked and the curtaing drawn
b. seeing het bottle of mild on the doorstep _
¢. not getting answer when he knocked on the door d. not finding Mrs Dunley in the garden
I . Complete the following sétitences. Your answet§ must be related to the ideas contained in the passage.

a. Bill’s bag was not heavy because .
b. when the weather was fine, Mrs Dunley
c. Bill was wotried when he saw that

d. It was lucky that'tne of the windows was open, otherwise ' .
,» where he found Mrs Dunléy

e. As soon as Bill got into the house, he -~
. Answer thesé questions, using oniy short form answer.
a. Was Bill riding his bicycle up the hill?
b. Was Mrs Dinley alive when Bill found her?
IV Choose the best explanation according to the context.
i. did not mind means
a. looked forward to b. enjoyed c. did not remember’  - d. did not object'td

2. straight means.
a. without going back  b. immediately = c. fairly quickly  d. in a direct line

9. Catching the Train
\

Helen packed a small suitcase, said goodbye to her mother and hyrried out of the house to catch the bus
to the station. There was no one else waiting at the bus stop, so it looked as if a bus had just left. Helen
looked at her watch anxiously :it was already two o’clock. Her train left at two— thirty, and since it would

take at least twenty minutes to reach the station, she did not have much time to spare, even if.a bus came
. 9 -



along at once. .
Just then a taxi came slowly down the road. Helen knew that the fare to the station was at least two

pounds', which was more ‘than she could afford ;but she quickly made up het mind that it would be well
worth the extra expense in order to be suré of catching her train. So she stopped the taxi and got in. She told
the driver that she had to catch a train - which left at half past two. The man nodded and said that he would
take a short cut to get her to the station in good time.

All went well until, just as they were coming out of a side —street into the main road that led to the
station, the taxi ran into-a car. There was a loud crash and Helen was thrown forward so violently that she
hit her head on the front seat. Both drivers got out and began shouting at each other. Helen got out as well,
to ask them to stop quarrelling, but neither of them took any notice of her at all.

Helen was now quite sure that she was going to miss her train, although she was not very far from the
station. She was wondering what to do when a bus came into sight, 'going in -the direction of the station. The
bus stop.was not far off, so Helen got her suitcase out of.the taxi and ran towards the bus, which had
stopped to let some passengers get off. The bus conductor saw her running and did not ring the beil ‘for the
bus to start until she had got on. Helen reached_ the station just in.time and managed to catch her train .after
all. But if she had waited for the taxi driver to stop arguing,-she would probably have missed it.

-
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I . Choose the best answer
1. Helen took a taxi because ,
a. she was afraid of missing her train b. she did not want to wait for the bus -
¢. it was already two o’ clock d. she had a suitcase to carry
2. In the end Helen
a. finished the jburney by taxi b. did not reach the station
¢. did the last part of the journey by bus d. had to walk part of the way to the station
I . Answer the following questions briefly , in your own words as far as possible. Use one complete sentence
for each answer. A )
1. Why did Helen think that she had jusp missed a bus?
2. What happened to Helen when the taxi ran into the car?
I . Complete the following sentence. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in the passage.
a. The train which Helen ______ feft at two-—thirty. ‘
b. Helen did not usually go to the station by taxi because -
¢. The taxi driver nodded said; o
d. The bus had stopped so that ___
e. If the bus conductor had rung thd bell, Helgn .

N-.Choose the best éxplanatiorracmrding to the coritext.

*1. short cut 'means
a. interruption b. quick way ¢. secret path - d. back street

2. as well means
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. a. equally good b. quickly c. feeling better . d. also

10. Out of Sight, Out of Trouble

A car drew up outside the Swan Hotel and a young man got out. Pausing only for an instant to see that
he had come to the right place, he went into the hotel and rang the bell on the counter of the bar.

 Mrs Crump, the landlady, who was busy in the kitchen at the time, hurried out, wiping her hands.

The young man raised his hat. ) i '
‘Excuse me‘, ’he said. ‘I’ m looking for my uncle. Mr White. I believe he is staying here. ’

‘He was staying here, >Mrs Crump corrected him, ‘But I’ m afraid that he went back to London
. yesterday. ’ ’ '

‘Oh deér, ?said the young man, looking disappointed. ‘I understood thavt he was going to stay here
until the end of the month. At least, that is what his servant told me when 1 rang up his house. ’

‘Quite righ.t, ?said Mrs Crump. ‘He intended to stay here the whole of July, as he always does. But

yesterday he got a telegrain to say that one of his relatives was ill. So he caught the train back to London

v

immediately. ”*
"“1 wish he had let me know, ’the young man said. ‘I wrote him a letter saying that I was coming. 1’

ve had all, this trouble for nothing. Well, since he isn’t here, there is no point in waiting. ’
* He thanked Mrs Crump and went out. Mrs Crump went to the window and watched him drive off.
When his car was 'out of sight, she called out.
‘You can come out now, Mr White. He’s gone. ” * _
Mr White came out of the kitchen, ‘where he had been waiting.
‘Many thanks, Mrs Crump, ’he said, laughing. ‘you did that very well. These nephews of mine
never give me an‘y‘pea'ce. That young man is the worst of them all. As you see, when he need money, he

even follows me into the country. Well, perhaps next time he won’t-warn me by writing me a letter!’
o , \ .
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I.Choose the best answer =~ : ‘
1. This story is about a man who ) ' //
a. did not like his nephew b. did not want to meet his nephew
¢. was not able to meet. his nephew - d. wanted to spend a quiet holiday in the country

2. When his nephew come to the hotel, the man
a. avoided giving him any money b. caught the train back to London

¢. went to see a sick relative d. hid in the kitchen’
I . Answer the folloWing questions briefly, in your own words as far as possible. Use one complete sentence

for each answer

a. How did Mrs Crump know that someone had entered the hotel ?
' o]



