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LESSON ONE
WHY WOULD ANYONE EVER STOP LEARNING

This is about education in America. But first [
want to tell of an experience I had several years ago
when [ was visiting a village some twenty miles from
Colombo, Ceylon. Shortly after I was introduced to the
village elders, 1 was seated in a sfraight-back wooden
chair and then was garlanded by one of the village
elders. The wreath was remarkably similar to the
Hawaiian lei that has become the routine ceremony of
Zreeting for visitors to Honolulu from the (United
States) mainland. One of the elders announced that
I brought greetings from the people of the United
States and that I had accepted his invitation to talk
about America.

There was an immediate burst of enthusiastic
questions. It was clear the people of the village didn't
want a speech; they wanted direct information to

Colombe [ka'lambe) Ceylon [s1'lan) elders [‘cldaz])
straight-back [‘stret,bzk) garlanded ('garlandid) wreath
(ri8]) similar(‘simola] Hawaiiﬁn{ha‘wauanj lei (le;ler)
routine[ru'tin) greeting ['gritig) Honolulu (,hana‘lulu)
accepted (ok'septid) burst (bast] satisfy [‘seetisfai)
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An American newsman is talking with the elders
of a Ceylon village.
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satisfy their excited curiosity about America and
Americans. And so [ dispensed with my talk and
spent almost two hours answering their questions as
best [ could.

What impressed mé most about the incident was
that more than half the questions had to do with
education in the United States. Few aspects of Amer-
ican life are considered more revolutionary by the
Asian peoples “than the educational opportunities
available In this nation. Education to most Asia;'ls is
still a miracle. The illiteracy rate in the villages‘of
Ceylon is more than eighty-seven per cent.

“Are you sure you are right when you say that
even poor people are allowed to send their children
to free schools?” I was asked that day in Cevlon, by
a man whose age [ judged to be about sixty.

1 nodded.

“I am an old man,” he continued, “and a very

poor cone. I have three children who are living, and

they have ten children of their own among them.
Are children like these allowed to learn to read and

impressed [im'prest) incident[Minsadont) aspects(‘mspekts’
revolutionary ( revs'lujan,er:) available (a'velab]]
miracle [‘mirsk]) illiteracy (:'litoras) rate (ret]
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write and study things?”

“Not only allowed but required to do so,” I
replied, going on to explain how compulsory education
operates in the United States. Then I gave a brief
picture of higher education in the U. S, pointing out
that the large majority of American students pay
very small amounts for their coliege schooling, and,
indeed, that many students who attend the large
state universities pay no tuition at all.

As 1 said that, I observed the people closely. They
looked at one another in stark wonderment.

The effect on my listeners was electric. It was as
though I had just told of seeing the alchemist’s dream
come to reality. For almost 2 minute there was the
silence of amazement and incredulity.

“Well, then,” said the man who had earlier spoken
of his children and grandchiidren. “Well, then, if this
is ture, why would anyone ever stop learning? I

would suppose that no one would ever want to do
anything else.”

compelsory (kom'palsor:] operates [ 'aparets)
tuition (tju'tfan) observed [ab'zavd] stark (stark)
wonderment ['wandamsnt} electric (1'lektrik)

incredulity [ inkra‘djulati)
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To him, free education was like gold in the
streets; and it seemed a waste of time not to pick
up every bit of it so ong as one had the physical
strength to do so.

When 1 replied ‘hat a large- number of adult
Americans, but still caly a minority, take advantage
of the educational opportunities available to them, it
became clear that I had said the one thing that defied
rational explanation. How was it possible that every
single person would not snap up the riches that were
there for the taking?

I made no attempt to answer that particular
question, but I have been thinking about it ever since.

“Until what age is it permitted a person may
study?” one asked. '

I said there was no age limitation. Any person
who is qualified to do so. and has the means to do so
can study in a university, regardless of age. I added
that many universities have extension divisions in
which anyone can enroll. It is not necessary to sign
up for a full or formal higher education in order to
study the particular courses in which one might be

defied (di'faid? qualified (Ckwals,fard) means [minz)
enroll (in‘rol)
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interested. I told how, only a few years earlier, [
had enrolled in an extension-division course so 1
might learn about the new developments in science

that had occurred since | had been an undergraduate.
By Norman Cousins
1. YOCABULARY:
1. Colombo (ks'lambo]

n. a seaport in and the capital of Ceylon, on the west
coast W flk (BHMEHR D » Y EHEEER) -
2. Ceylon (si'lan]
#. a country on an island off the southeastern tip of
India, member of the Commonwealth, cap. Colombo,

now called Sri Lanka % (—&H®» Hf “HEER" &
TEel ) °

3. elder ('elda)
n. (¢) one of the older, influential members, as of a
family or community FEE ; -
We should respect our elders.
4. straight-back {‘stret ,bak]
adj. having a straight back (also straighi-backed) A
EHEN o (GRE straight-backed)
5. garland (‘garland]
v.t. to hang or decorate with a wreath or wreaths Bt
o BELATER -
6. wresth (ri0)

undergraduate [Janda'graed:g;mtj
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n. (c) aring of flowers or leaves twisted tégether £ °

They placed a wreath on the grave.

similar (‘simala)

adj. be like something but not the same J{IAY : REER ©

The two men wore similar suits.

Gold is similar in coicr to brass.

Hawaiian {ha‘waian)

adj. of or belonging to Hawalii or to the whole group of
islands around it ¥ : BREB AL o

lei (le;ler)

n. {c) (esp. in Hawaii’ a circular bunch of flowers placed
round one’s neck as a greeting CLITEREF) (B
BR L LUSEBGABURGIE T (EH e,

routine (ru'tin]

adj. fixed, regular (7. 4) -

The judge asked him a few routine questions.

greeting ['gritig)

n. I{c,u) the words or the act of one who greets some-

body 0% ; Bk o
@(usu. pl.) friendly wishes or message, esp. from
someone absent ¢2ELEE ; 3% fARIER o
He sent greetings on ray birthday.
Honolulu _,hana'lulu

n. the chief city of { hu and capital of the Hawaiian
Islands & L@fH o 7o (B Baisnl o EEUR
Bz v i -
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13. accept (ok'sept)
v.t. to take or receive (something offered) #%
She accepted a present from her friend.
14. burst (bast)
n. (¢) an outbreak: an eruption B ; B o
15. satiafy {'saztis fai)
v.t. to fulfil (a desire, need, expectation, demand, etc.)
HFWE (RE>FRF)
This book satisfied his curiosity.
16. impress [im'pres)
».t. to cause to feel deeply; to move deeply {FR#®) -
His letter impressed us all greatly.
17. incident {(insadont)
n. (¢) an event ik e
18. aspect (‘zspekt)
n. (c) one side or part or view (of a sub_}ect)ﬁlﬁ HELo
We must consider the plan in its various aspecis.
19. revolutionary (,reve'lufon,er]
adj. bringing or causing great changes |8 E KA F Y ;
v ERER-e
20. "available (a'velsb]}
adj. at hand; that can be obtained BRITH); THWMBHY°
2]. miracle ('mirak}}
n. (¢) something wonderful 4 ARTHF -
His recovery was a miracle.
22. illiteracy tn"litarasu
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n. (u) inability o read or write; lack of education L H
KEHE e

23. rate (ret]

-

n. {¢) amount measured in relation to something el
A& -
They walk at the rafe of three miles an hour.
24. compulsory (kom'palsar:]
adj. that must be done; required ZAN ; B -
Is military service compulsory in this country?
25. operate [‘aps,ret]
p.i. to perform; to work Eid ; #BEMH -
The machine operates night and day.
The tax operates to our disadvantage.
26. tuition {tju'tfsn)
n. (u) money paid for teaching BR# o
27. observe [sb'zav]
v.t. to see; to watch carefully & ; B%& -
I observed nothing queer in his behavior,
28. stark [stark)
adj. complete; absolute 5EZ:f ; ¥y e
It is stark madness.
29, wonderment {'wandzmont]
n. (u) feeling of surprise R -
The group of tourists stood in wonderment amidst th
ancient ‘ruins.
30. electric (1'lektrik)



— 10 —

adj. (fig.) producing a sudden and striking impression
upon the mind (%) RIRMMHTIR
31. inecredulity (,inkra‘djulati]
n. (0) lack of belief, doubt 75 %
32. defy (di‘far)
v.t. (of a thing) to defeat; to resist MRz ; $iE °
The problem defies solution,
33. qualify (‘kwala,far)

v.t. to give the necessary qualities to; to make fit &
o ERRE o
His skills gualify him for the job.
34. means [mingj
#. (pl. in use) money, property, or other resources (g
BAH) &8, MK -
It is very wrong for a man to live beyond his means.
35. enroll {(in'rol)
v.i. to become a member; 10 have one’s name on a list
A FEilte
I like the schoo! but I don’t want to enroll.
36. undergraduate [ ,anda'gradzuit]
n. (¢) a student in a university who has not yet received
a bachelor’'s degree AEBEFEL -
1. IDIOMS AND PHRARES:
1, tell of — speak of; mention R, 2% -
The old man often tells o/ bygone days.
2. dispepse with - do without; give up Bk HE -
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We shall have to dispense with the car; we can’t afford
it.

. take advantage of — profit by FlH

They take advantage of every opportunity to make

money.

. snap up — (informal) take or accept eagerly (i) TRARE

% BYIMEE
Eggs were on sale, and the shoppers snaepped up the
bargain.

. extension division - a branch of a university for

students who cannot attend the university all the time

(KB fERBFH A

. sign up — promise 10 do something by signing one’s

name EZZEM e
The sailor signed up for a voyage to India.

learn about — become informed of Bi%; & °

III. PARAPI;IRASES:

1.

2.

Shortly after I was introduced to the village elders, I
was seated in a straight-back wooden chair and then
was garlanded bysone of the village elders.

As soon as I was introduced to the village elders, I sat
down in a straight-back wooden chair and then one of
the village elders placed a wreath rouﬂ‘nd my neck as a
greeting.

“Not only allowed but required to do so,” I rephied. ...

“Children like these are not only allowed but required to
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learn to read and write and study things,” I an-
swered. ...

3. When I replied that a iarge number of adult Americans,
but still only a minority, take advantage of the edu-
cational opportunities available to them, it became
clear that I had said the one thing that defied rational
explanation.

When I answered that many, except still only a small
number of, adult Americans take advantage of the
educational opportunities available to them, it was
clear that the village elders thought what I had said
could not be rationally explained.

[V. DERIVATIVES:

1. curiosity (n.), curious (adj.), curiously (adv.)

{(n.) 1 bought the cup out of curiosily.

(adj.) Children are curious and ask anany questions.

Cadp.) She curiously asked me whether I had seen a
tiger in the forest.

2. satisfy (».), satisfaction (#.), satisfactory (aedj.) sat-

isfactorily (adv.)

(v.) He is satisfied with my explanation.

(n.) She had the satisfaction of passing the examinatidn.

(n.) The news was a great satisfaction to all of us.

(adj.) The result is satisfactory.

(adv.) The engine works satisfactorily. -

3. inform (¢.), information (x.), informative (adj.) .

v
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{(v.) He informed me of Mary’'s arrival.
{(n,) Can you give me any information about the acci-
dent? .
(adj.) His remarks were always informative.
4. avail (¢.), availability (»n.), available (adj.)
(v.) All his efforts avadl to nothing.
(v.) All his efforts aqvail him nothing.
(n.) The availability of water power helped make this
country a manufacturing center.
(adj.) They have tried all qvailable means to open the
door.
5. permit (¢.), permission (n.)
{v.) Smoking s not permitied here.

(n.) He went home without permission.
V. ORAL PRACTICE:

A. Pattern Drill:

1, I want to tell of an experience I had several years ago
when 1 was visiting a village in Ceylon.
I want to teli of a movie I saw five years ago when I
was studying at a junior high school in Taipei.
I want to tell of a novel I read last week when I was
traveling in the countryside.
2. It was clear the people of the village didn’t want a
speech; they wanted direct information to satisty

their excited curiosity about America and Amer-
icans.



